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1. Context: The Government highlighted a decade of maritime reforms and unveiled Sagarmala 2.0 to strengthen port-led 
growth, inland waterways, shipbuilding, logistics efficiency and green shipping under Viksit Bharat 2047.

2. Sagarmala Programme
Launch: 2015 | Ministry: Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways (MoPSW)
Objective: Port-led economic development through lower logistics costs and improved trade competitiveness.
Pillars: 1. Port Modernisation 2. Port Connectivity 3. Port-led Industrialisation 4. Coastal Community Development.

Achievements: Port capacity and cargo handling increased • National Waterways expanded 5 → 111 (National Waterways 
Act, 2016) • Coastal and inland cargo movement surged • India became World No.1 in Ship Recycling • Improved port 
efficiency and global competitiveness.

Sagarmala 2.0 Focus: 
1. Maritime Industrial Clusters (MICs) 2. Coastal Economic Zones (CEZs) 3. Shipbuilding & Ship Repair Ecosystem 4. 
Multimodal Logistics Hubs 5. Green Shipping & Decarbonisation 6. Maritime Innovation & Digital Ports.

3. Important Projects
1. Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP) – National Waterway-1 cargo corridor (Haldia–Varanasi).
2. Jogighopa Inland Water Terminal – Multimodal logistics hub on Brahmaputra.
3. Vadhavan Port – Mega deep-sea container port in Maharashtra.
4. National Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC), Lothal – Maritime heritage and tourism hub.
5. Tuna-Tekra International Container Terminal (TICT) – Modern container transshipment facility.







1. Context: Iran refused to allow International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspectors to access nuclear 
facilities damaged during the recent Iran–Israel–US conflict, raising concerns over nuclear verification, 
safeguards and transparency.

2. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
Established: 1957 | HQ: Vienna, Austria
Objectives: 
1. Promote peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 
2. Ensure nuclear safety and security. 
3. Verify non-diversion of nuclear materials through inspections and safeguards.

Key Terms:
A. IAEA Safeguards – Verification mechanism to ensure nuclear material is not diverted for weapons; 
civilian facilities under safeguards are subject to inspections.
B. Additional Protocol – Expands IAEA access to information and inspection rights, enhancing 
transparency of civilian nuclear programmes.
C. Civilian vs Strategic Nuclear Facilities – Civilian facilities may be placed under IAEA safeguards and 
access international nuclear cooperation; strategic/military facilities remain outside safeguards for 
national security reasons.







1. Context: The Centre is close to finalising the Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA) notification in the Western 
Ghats, covering about 56,000 sq km, based largely on the K. Kasturirangan Committee recommendations.

2. Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA) & Western Ghats
Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA): Areas notified under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, where mining, 
quarrying, thermal power plants and highly polluting industries are restricted to protect biodiversity.

Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ): Buffer around National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries; generally a minimum 1 km 
protection zone where applicable (earlier 10 km was only a guideline, not a uniform rule).

Western Ghats: UNESCO World Heritage Site • One of the world’s 8 Hottest Biodiversity Hotspots • ~1,600 km 
long • States (North → South): Gujarat → Maharashtra → Goa → Karnataka → Kerala → Tamil Nadu.

3. Western Ghats Committees
Kasturirangan Committee (2013): ESA for ~37% of Western Ghats (~60,000 sq km) • Natural Landscape vs 
Cultural Landscape approach • Balanced conservation and development.

Gadgil Committee (2011): Protection for most of the Western Ghats • Stricter environmental safeguards • 
Community-led conservation model.





1. Context: China’s “LineShine” supercomputer topped the latest TOP500 global ranking, overtaking the US-based El Capitan. 
The system uses domestically designed chips, highlighting China’s push for technological self-reliance amid growing 
competition with the US in advanced computing and Artificial Intelligence (AI).

2. Supercomputer: An extremely powerful computer capable of performing trillions/quadrillions of calculations per second 
(FLOPS – Floating Point Operations Per Second).

Applications:
1. Weather forecasting & climate modelling.
2. Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning (ML).
3. Nuclear and defence simulations.
4. Space, astrophysics and scientific research.
5. Drug discovery and genomics.
6. Earthquake, flood and disaster prediction.

3. India & Supercomputers
National Supercomputing Mission (NSM): Launched in 2015 by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) and Ministry of 
Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY); implemented by Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) and 
Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru.

Key Facts:
1. AIRAWAT – India’s leading AI-focused supercomputer.
2. PARAM Series – Indigenous supercomputers developed by C-DAC.
3. Objective: Strengthen indigenous High Performance Computing (HPC) capacity for research, academia and strategic sectors.
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Context: The Centre amended the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Rules, 2011 under the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 2010, 
tightening disclosure norms for NGOs receiving foreign funds by mandating declaration of activities, geographical scope, social media accounts 
and publications.

2. Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA)
Ministry: Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
Objective: Regulate foreign funding and ensure it does not affect sovereignty & integrity of India, national security, public interest, electoral 
processes or communal harmony.

Permitted Categories:
1. Social – Public health, rehabilitation, sanitation, nutrition, disaster relief.
2. Educational – Schools, colleges, scholarships, research institutions.
3. Economic – Livelihood generation, skill development, financial inclusion.
4. Religious – Places of worship, religious education, pilgrim services.
5. Cultural – Arts, languages, museums, archives and heritage conservation.

Key Changes: NGOs must operate within declared category and geographical scope • Mandatory disclosure of websites, social media accounts 
and publications • Expanded definition of Key Functionary (trustees, partners, managers etc.) • Stricter scrutiny where foreign nationals hold key 
positions.

3. FCRA Basics
1. Registration valid for 5 years.
2. Foreign funds received through designated State Bank of India (SBI), New Delhi Main Branch account.
3. Transfer of foreign contribution to another NGO prohibited.
4. Administrative expenditure capped at 20% of foreign funds.


