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1. Context : National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) through NPCI BHIM Services Ltd. (NBSL) will expand the 
Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) app beyond payments by offering credit cards, loans, National Pension System (NPS), 
investments and insurance through banks and Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs).

2. Unified Payments Interface (UPI) & National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)
* Unified Payments Interface (UPI): Real-time bank-to-bank payment system.
* Launched: 2016 | Developed by: National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) | Regulated by: Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI).
* National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI): Non-profit umbrella organisation for retail payments, established in 
2008 by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the Indian Banks’ Association (IBA); not a statutory body.
* Uses: Virtual Payment Address (VPA), QR code or mobile number.
* Features: 24×7 settlement • Interoperability • Two-factor authentication • Person-to-Person (P2P) & Person-to-Merchant 
(P2M) payments.

3. PYQ Integration
1. UPI is a payment system, not a digital currency; it strengthens Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT).
2. BHIM enables transfers to any UPI-enabled bank account using two-factor authentication.
3. Unified Payments Interface (UPI) ≠ Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC)/Digital Rupee: UPI transfers bank deposits, 
whereas the Digital Rupee (e₹) is digital legal tender issued by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
4. Digital Rupee (e₹) is a direct liability of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), while money transferred through UPI remains a 
commercial bank liability.
5. Differentiate: UPI • Digital Rupee (CBDC) • Mobile Wallets • Bank Deposits (important conceptual theme).







1. Context : Two powerful earthquakes (M 7.2 & 7.5) struck near Caracas, Venezuela, only 39 seconds 
apart, creating a rare seismic doublet. The shallow depth and strike-slip faulting amplified destruction.

2. Earthquake Basics (How an Earthquake Occurs)
* Fault: A fracture in the Earth’s crust where tectonic plates move.
* Sudden release of accumulated stress along a fault generates seismic waves.
* P (Primary) Waves: Fastest • Longitudinal • Travel through solids, liquids & gases • Reach first.
* S (Secondary) Waves: Slower • Transverse • Travel through solids only • Cause stronger shaking.
* Surface (L) Waves: Travel along the Earth’s surface • Most destructive due to maximum ground 
movement.

3. Seismic Doublet
* Definition: Two independent earthquakes of similar magnitude occurring within minutes to a few hours 
and close to each other, caused by closely related fault ruptures.
* Difference from Aftershocks:
    * Seismic Doublet: Two major earthquakes of nearly equal magnitude.
    * Aftershocks: Smaller earthquakes triggered by the main shock as the crust readjusts.
* Impact: The first earthquake weakens buildings and infrastructure; the second strikes before recovery, 
prolonging ground shaking, increasing building collapse, casualties and hampering rescue operations.







1. Context :The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) clarified that a passport is primarily a travel document, not conclusive proof 
of Indian citizenship. Citizenship is determined under the Constitution and the Citizenship Act, 1955, not by any single 
document.

2. Citizenship & Proof of Citizenship
* Articles 5–11 provide the constitutional framework; the Citizenship Act, 1955 governs acquisition and termination of 
citizenship.
* Citizenship is a legal status; documents are evidence, not the source, of that status.
* No single document (Passport, Aadhaar, Voter ID, PAN, etc.) conclusively proves Indian citizenship.
* In case of a dispute, authorities/courts determine citizenship using a combination of legal evidence (birth, parentage, 
domicile and other official records).
* Citizenship Certificate is issued only to persons acquiring citizenship through Registration or Naturalisation, not to citizens by 
birth.

3. Passport in Perspective
* Passport: Issued under the Passports Act, 1967 for international travel; not a citizenship certificate.
* India, like the United States and the United Kingdom, does not issue a universal citizenship document to every citizen.
* Some countries with mandatory national identity systems, such as Pakistan (Computerised National Identity Card – CNIC) and 
Bangladesh (National Identity Card – NID), issue identity cards that serve as the primary evidence of citizenship for most 
citizens.

Conclusion
Citizenship flows from law, not from documents. In India, documents help establish citizenship, but no single document is 
legally conclusive.







1. Context :The Union Government granted a fourth extension to Solicitor General (SG) Tushar Mehta. 
Appointed as Solicitor General in 2018, he has completed 8 years in office and, with the fresh 3-year 
extension, will complete 11 years by 2029, making him the second-longest serving Solicitor General of India 
after C. K. Daphtary, the first Solicitor General (1950–1963).  

2. Attorney General (AG) & Solicitor General (SG)
* Attorney General of India (AG): Constitutional office (Article 76); highest law officer of India.
* Solicitor General (SG): Second-highest law officer; non-constitutional, non-statutory post appointed by the 
Central Government.
* Role: SG assists the AG and represents the Union before the Supreme Court and High Courts.
* Parliament: Only the AG can participate (without voting) under Article 88; the SG has no such constitutional 
right.
* Tenure: Both hold office during the pleasure of the Central Government.

3. UPSC Value Addition
* AG: Article 76 • Constitutional office • Parliamentary participation (Article 88) • No voting right.
* SG: Executive appointment • Not mentioned in the Constitution • Governed by the Law Officers (Conditions 
of Service) Rules, 1987.  





1. Context : The indigenous Netra Airborne Early Warning and Control (AEW&C) system, developed by 
the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), received Final Operational Clearance 
(FOC). The Indian Air Force (IAF) currently operates 2 Netra AEW&C aircraft, while the Cabinet 
Committee on Security (CCS) has approved 6 Netra Mk-1A systems.

2. Airborne Early Warning and Control (AEW&C) vs Airborne Warning and Control System (AWACS)
* AEW&C: Medium-range • Tactical surveillance • Smaller platform.
* AWACS: Long-range • Strategic surveillance & command and control • Larger platform.
* Indian Examples: Netra (AEW&C) • Phalcon on IL-76 (AWACS).

3. Netra Airborne Early Warning and Control (AEW&C)
* Developer: Centre for Airborne Systems (CABS), Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO).
* Platform: Embraer EMB-145I aircraft.
* Role: Early warning • Airspace surveillance • Battle management • Command & Control.
* Capability: Detects, tracks and identifies aircraft, drones, missiles and maritime targets beyond 
ground-based radar using Active Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) radar.


