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1. Context : India and New Zealand signed the FTA on 27 April 2026 after concluding negotiations in December 2025. However, 
it is not yet operational; it will enter into force only after both countries complete their domestic ratification procedures. The 
editorial uses this agreement to explain how 21st-century FTAs are evolving beyond simple tariff liberalisation.  

2. Core Argument: How Modern FTAs are Evolving
1. Beyond Tariffs → Competitiveness now depends as much on trade facilitation, logistics, digital customs and regulatory 
certainty as on lower import duties.
2. Services-Centric FTAs → Greater market access and mobility for professionals, students and knowledge industries are 
becoming as important as merchandise trade.
3. Compliance-Based Market Access → Benefits increasingly depend on Rules of Origin (RoO), traceability, documentation and 
Harmonised System (HS) classification, not automatic tariff preferences.
4. Addressing Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs) → Regulatory standards, SPS/TBT measures, certifications and approvals often 
determine real market access.
5. Supply Chain Integration → FTAs are becoming instruments for resilient global value chains, trusted sourcing and lower 
transaction costs, rather than only export promotion.
6. Calibrated Liberalisation → Countries open competitive sectors while protecting sensitive ones (e.g., India’s dairy sector).

3. India–New Zealand FTA: Key Highlights
* 100% duty-free access for Indian exports to New Zealand.
* India liberalises about 70% of tariff lines while protecting sensitive sectors.
* Strong emphasis on services, trade facilitation, digital certification, customs cooperation and Rules of Origin.
* Dedicated cooperation in AYUSH, Traditional Knowledge Systems, Student Mobility and Horticulture, making these potential 
UPSC factual areas.







1. Context :Wimbledon 2026 introduces Video Review Technology (VRT) while preserving its traditional identity 
(grass courts and all-white dress code). The editorial argues that modern sport must balance tradition, 
technology, player welfare and equitable revenue sharing.

2. Grand Slam Basics (UPSC Prelims 2026 Value Addition)
Four Grand Slams
i. Australian Open – Australia | Hard Court | January
ii. French Open (Roland Garros) – France | Clay Court | May–June
iii. Wimbledon – United Kingdom | Grass Court | June–July
iv. US Open – United States | Hard Court | August–September

PYQ 2026 – Concept Builder
i. Governance: The four Grand Slams are independently organised by their respective national associations/
clubs; there is no common governing authority for all four.
ii. Entry (14 Years Rule): A player aged 14 years or above may enter a Grand Slam only if he/she satisfies the 
ATP/WTA ranking, qualifying draw or Wild Card eligibility rules. Age alone does not guarantee entry.
iii. Wild Card: A Wild Card is a special invitation given by tournament organisers to players who do not qualify 
through rankings or qualifiers. There is no fixed annual or lifetime limit on the number of Wild Cards a player 
may receive; each Grand Slam decides its Wild Cards independently every year.







1. Context :The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) Annual Report 2026 highlights the growing drug trafficking threat through India’s eastern border and 
recommends strengthening the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985 to address evolving narcotics networks.

2. Golden Triangle & Golden Crescent
i. Golden Triangle → Myanmar–Laos–Thailand; a major global hub for opium, heroin and synthetic drugs (methamphetamine/Yaba).
ii. Golden Crescent → Afghanistan–Iran–Pakistan; traditionally the world’s largest opium-producing region.
iii. Changing Drug Geography → Following Afghanistan’s 2022 opium ban, Myanmar has emerged as an alternative production hub, shifting trafficking 
routes towards India’s eastern border.

3. Emerging Challenges & India’s Vulnerability
i. Changing Drug Profile → Rising trafficking of synthetic drugs (methamphetamine/Yaba) alongside heroin.
ii. Technology-enabled Trafficking → Increased use of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs), encrypted communication, the dark web and maritime 
routes.
iii. India’s Vulnerable Corridors → Eastern Corridor (Manipur–Mizoram–Nagaland) linked to the Golden Triangle; Western Corridor (Punjab–Rajasthan–
Gujarat) linked to the Golden Crescent.
iv. Key Enablers → Porous borders, Free Movement Regime (FMR), insurgent networks, organised crime and narco-terror financing.

4. Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985 & Government Response
i. NDPS Act, 1985 → India’s principal law regulating and penalising the production, manufacture, possession, transport, sale, purchase, consumption 
and trafficking of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.
ii. Proposed Reforms → Amend the Act and Rules to tackle synthetic drugs, drone-enabled trafficking, financial networks and regulatory loopholes.
iii. Strategy → Detect–Disrupt–Destroy through Artificial Intelligence (AI)-enabled profiling, intelligence-led policing, inter-agency coordination, asset 
freezing and dismantling entire trafficking networks.

5. Key Data
i. Myanmar’s illicit opium cultivation increased by ~56% (2021–2023).
ii. Poppy cultivation reached ~45,200 hectares.
iii. The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) reported a 100-fold increase in drug trafficking incidents between 2021 and 2025.







1. Context : The Union Government has released a draft amendment to the National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013, 
proposing to replace the household-based foodgrain entitlement under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) with a per-
person entitlement.

2. National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013 
i. NFSA has two beneficiary categories
* Priority Households (PHH) → 5 kg/person/month.
* Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) → Covers the poorest and most vulnerable households with a higher entitlement than PHH.
ii. Current AAY System: Every AAY household receives 35 kg of foodgrains per month, irrespective of whether the family 
has 2 or 8 members.
iii. Distribution: Foodgrains are supplied through the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS).

3. What is Changing?
i. Current: 35 kg per household/month.
ii. Proposed: 7 kg per person/month, subject to a maximum of 35 kg per household.
iii. Why? → To remove intra-household inequity, so that larger families receive a fairer per-person allocation while retaining 
the 35 kg ceiling.
iv. Concerns → Smaller households may receive lower allocations; experts also seek inclusion of pulses and edible oil to 
improve nutritional security.

4. UPSC Value Addition
i. Eldest woman (18 years or above) is recognised as the head of the household for ration-card purposes.
ii. NFSA covers Priority Households (PHH) and Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)—not only Below Poverty Line (BPL) families.





1. Context: Eight accused have been remanded to judicial custody in the alleged 
embezzlement of donations received at the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust. 
Around ₹80 lakh has reportedly been recovered, and the matter has raised concerns over 
accountability in the management of public religious funds.

2. GS-IV Ethics Value Addition (Case Study Example)
i. Probity in Public Life → Public institutions and trusts handling donations must uphold 
honesty, integrity and fiduciary responsibility.
ii. Accountability & Transparency → Proper accounting, audits, internal controls and public 
disclosure are essential for maintaining public trust.
iii. Conflict of Interest & Abuse of Trust → Individuals entrusted with public or charitable 
funds must not misuse their position for personal gain.
iv. Rule of Law → Allegations of financial misconduct should be investigated fairly, 
impartially and without influence, ensuring due process.




