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1. Context (GS-3: Environment & Biodiversity) : A radio-tagged, captive-bred White-rumped Vulture (Gyps bengalensis), released under India’s Vulture Conservation Breeding 
Programme at Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (Tamil Nadu), died after colliding with a power line, highlighting the need for safer infrastructure to support vulture reintroduction and 
recovery.

2. (i) White-rumped Vulture (Gyps bengalensis)
* Family: Accipitridae | IUCN: Critically Endangered (CR) | Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I | CITES: Appendix II
* Ecological role: Nature’s scavenger; removes carcasses and prevents the spread of zoonotic diseases.
* Major threats: Veterinary Diclofenac (primary cause), electrocution, poisoning, habitat degradation and food scarcity.

(ii) Vultures in India
* Total species: 9
* Critically Endangered (4): White-rumped, Indian, Slender-billed, Red-headed.
* Endangered (1): Egyptian.
* Near Threatened (3): Himalayan Griffon, Cinereous (Black), Bearded (Lammergeier).
* Least Concern (1): Griffon Vulture.

(iii) Vulture Conservation Programme (India)
* Launched: 2004 (Vulture Conservation Breeding Programme).
* Implemented by: MoEFCC, Central Zoo Authority (CZA), Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) and State Forest Departments.
* Focus: Captive breeding • Reintroduction • Vulture Safe Zones (VSZs) • Radio/Satellite tagging • Diclofenac-free landscapes • Promotion of Meloxicam.
* Policy Framework: Action Plan for Vulture Conservation in India (2020–2025).

(iv) Important Protected Areas in News
* Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (Tamil Nadu): Part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve; one of India’s most important breeding landscapes for White-rumped Vultures and the site of the 
recent reintroduction.
* Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve (Maharashtra): Important source population for captive breeding and reintroduction of White-rumped Vultures.

(v) Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS)
* Established: 1883 | Headquarters: Mumbai.
* India’s oldest non-governmental scientific conservation organisation.
* Key functions: Biodiversity research • Species conservation • Environmental education • Technical partner in the Vulture Conservation Breeding Programme and several national 
wildlife recovery programmes.









1. Context (GS-3: Banking & Cyber Security) : The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has revised its 2017 customer liability 
framework to extend protection to victims of certain online banking scams involving fraud or coercion. The pilot 
framework will be effective from 1 January 2027.

2. Existing Rule vs Revised Rule
(i) Existing Rule (2017)
* Covered only Unauthorised Electronic Banking Transactions (UEBTs).
* Authorised scams (customer transferred money after being deceived) were not covered.

(ii) Revised Rule (2027 Pilot)
* Covers Fraudulent Electronic Banking Transactions (FEBTs).
* Includes digital arrest, OTP theft and social engineering scams.
* Effective from: 1 January 2027 (pilot for one year).

3. Compensation
(i) Eligible loss: Up to ₹50,000.
(ii) Customer receives: 85% of the loss, subject to a maximum of ₹25,000.
(iii) Condition: Report to Cybercrime Helpline (1930) within 5 days.
(iv) Not covered: Losses above ₹50,000 and cases involving customer negligence.

One-line takeaway (UPSC): 2017: Protection only against unauthorised transactions → 2027: Protection extended to 
certain authorised-but-fraudulent scams, with limited compensation.









1. Context (GS-2: Parliament/ Leader of Oppsition) :Mallikarjun Kharge was reappointed as the Leader of Opposition (LoP) in the Rajya Sabha 
after taking oath as a re-elected Member of Parliament (MP). The oath was administered by the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha (Vice-President).

2. Oath / Affirmation of Rajya Sabha Members
(i) Constitutional Basis
* Article 99 | Form of Oath: Third Schedule.
* Oath is taken before the President or a person appointed by the President (in practice, the Vice-President/Chairman of Rajya Sabha).
(ii) Oath Includes
* True faith and allegiance to the Constitution.
* Uphold the sovereignty and integrity of India.
* Faithfully discharge the duties of an MP.
(iii) UPSC Trap
* President (Article 60) and Vice-President (Article 69) take oath under their respective Articles; their oath forms are NOT in the Third Schedule.

3. Leader of Opposition (LoP)
(i) Statutory Status
* Salary and Allowances of Leaders of Opposition in Parliament Act, 1977.
(ii) Recognition
* Leader of the largest recognised Opposition party; recognised by the Speaker (Lok Sabha) or Chairman (Rajya Sabha).
* No constitutional or statutory requirement of 10% seats; the 10% rule is only a convention for party recognition, not for the 1977 Act.
(iii) Rank & Role
* Cabinet Minister rank.
* Member of key selection committees (e.g., Lokpal, CVC, CIC, CBI Director, CEC/ECs, wherever provided by law).





1. Context (GS-2: Governance | GS-3: Inclusive Development & Environment) : On 20th Statistics Day (29 June 
2026), the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) released the annual Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) National Indicator Framework (NIF) Progress Report, 2026, along with three 
companion publications, to assess India’s progress towards achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.

2. Core Content
(i) National Indicator Framework (NIF)
* India’s official statistical framework for monitoring the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
* Contains 277 National Indicators, developed by Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 
(MoSPI) in consultation with NITI Aayog, Line Ministries, States/UTs and United Nations (UN) Agencies.
* Serves as the national database for tracking SDG progress.

(ii) Key Findings
* Social Development: Improvement in Social Protection Coverage, Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR), Sex Ratio 
at Birth (SRB) and women’s participation in professional and technical jobs.
* Economic Development: Decline in Unemployment Rate and significant growth in internet connectivity, 
indicating improved digital inclusion.
* Environmental Sustainability: Increase in Renewable Energy Capacity, Waste Recycling Infrastructure and 
Ramsar Wetland Coverage.



3. UPSC Value Addition
(i) Institutional Framework
* Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI): Develops and publishes the National 
Indicator Framework (NIF) and the SDG Progress Report.
* NITI Aayog: Publishes the SDG India Index using NIF indicators.
* States/Union Territories (UTs): Prepare State Indicator Frameworks (SIFs) for SDG localisation.

(ii) Significance
* Enables evidence-based policymaking and outcome-based governance.
* Tracks India’s progress towards the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals.
* Identifies regional disparities and supports better policy targeting and resource allocation.

(iii) Challenges & Way Forward
* Challenges: Data quality, timely availability, inter-State disparities and last-mile implementation.
* Way Forward: Strengthen real-time digital statistical systems, improve district-level SDG 
monitoring, and deepen cooperative federalism for evidence-based governance.





1. Context (GS-3: Internal Security | Defence Technology) : The Indian Army is raising dedicated 
‘Baaz Battalions’ to strengthen its Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA) capability for surveillance, 
intelligence gathering and precision operations through a specialised drone force.

2. Baaz Battalions
(i) Basics: Dedicated Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA) battalions built on existing RPA Flights, 
integrating drone operators, technical staff and mission planners under a single command.

(ii) Functions: Intelligence, Surveillance & Reconnaissance (ISR) • Real-time battlefield 
monitoring • Target acquisition • Artillery support • Battle Damage Assessment (BDA) • Rapid 
response.

(iii) Significance: Enhances persistent border surveillance • Strengthens network-centric 
warfare • Improves precision strikes and response against drone & hybrid warfare.


