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1. Context : Gujarat has launched its first Data Centre Policy (2026–29) to emerge as India’s leading hub for AI, cloud 
computing and hyperscale data centres, targeting ₹6 lakh crore investment and 7.5 GW installed data centre capacity.

2. Data Centre: A Data Centre is a secure physical facility where digital data is stored, processed and transmitted using 
servers, storage devices and networking infrastructure.

Key Components
I. Servers (Data Processing) II. Storage Systems III. Networking Equipment
IV. Cooling Systems V. Power Backup (UPS/Diesel Generators) VI. Cybersecurity Infrastructure

Why are Data Centres Important?
I. Backbone of Cloud Computing
II. Supports Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Big Data Analytics
III. Enables UPI, Digital Payments & E-commerce
IV. Hosts Government Digital Platforms (DigiLocker, CoWIN, etc.)
V. Essential for Data Localisation and Digital Economy

Location Requirements
I. Uninterrupted Power Supply
II. High-speed Fibre Connectivity
III. Reliable Water & Cooling Infrastructure
IV. Low Disaster Risk & Strong Physical Security







1. Context: The Union Government has proposed amendments to the National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013 to revise the foodgrain entitlement under the Antyodaya 
Anna Yojana (AAY). The proposal seeks to shift from the existing household-based allocation to a per-person entitlement, triggering opposition from Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala.

2. National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013 
I. Objective: Provide legal entitlement to subsidised foodgrains and strengthen food and nutritional security through the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS).
II. Coverage
* Rural: Up to 75% of the population.
* Urban: Up to 50% of the population.
III. Beneficiary Categories
A. Priority Households (PHH): Eligible members receive 5 kg foodgrains/person/month at subsidised prices.
B. Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)
* Covers the poorest and most vulnerable households.
* Present entitlement: 35 kg foodgrains per household per month, irrespective of family size.
* The proposed amendment concerns only this category.

3. What is the proposed amendment?
Present System
* I. Every AAY household receives 35 kg/month.
* II. Quantity is linked to the household, not the number of family members.

Proposed System
* I. 7 kg/person/month.
* II. Maximum entitlement remains 35 kg per household.
* III. Allocation will depend on the number of eligible members instead of treating every household equally.

4. Why does the Centre want this change?
* I. Existing household-based allocation creates inequities.
* II. Small households receive the same quantity as large households.
* III. Align foodgrain allocation with the actual number of beneficiaries.
* IV. Improve fairness and nutritional targeting while rationalising food subsidy expenditure.



5. Why are Tamil Nadu and Kerala opposing it?
* I. Southern States have a higher proportion of nuclear/small families.
* II. Many AAY households with fewer than five members would receive less than 35 kg.
* III. They argue this could reduce foodgrain allocation to their States and widen regional 
disparities.
* IV. Tamil Nadu also cites its long-standing Universal Public Distribution System (PDS) model.

6. Centre’s Position
* I. No beneficiary will lose eligibility under NFSA.
* II. Only the method of calculating entitlement is being changed.
* III. The reform aims to make allocation more equitable and person-centric.

7. Significance
* I. Balances equity (per-person allocation) with food security.
* II. Has implications for food subsidy, Centre–State relations, and regional distribution of 
foodgrains.
* III. The debate reflects the challenge of designing a uniform national welfare policy while 
accounting for differences in State-level demographic patterns.




