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Context (GS-3: Water Resources | Infrastructure | Environment) : Tribal communities in Madhya Pradesh have renewed 
protests over the Ken–Betwa River Linking Project, demanding better rehabilitation and compensation for project-
affected families.

Ken–Betwa River Linking Project
I. About
* Approved by the Union Cabinet in 2021.
* India’s first river interlinking project under the National Perspective Plan (NPP).
* Implemented in Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.

II. Objective
* Transfer water from the Ken River to the Betwa River.
* Improve irrigation, drinking water supply and hydropower in the drought-prone Bundelkhand region.

III. Key Components
* Daudhan Dam on the Ken River.
* Ken–Betwa Link Canal and associated irrigation infrastructure.

IV. Key Concerns
* Displacement and rehabilitation of affected families.
* Ecological impact on the Panna Tiger Reserve and forest ecosystem.







Context (GS-3: Biodiversity | Wildlife Conservation) : The National Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management 
and Planning Authority (CAMPA) has approved ₹3,000 crore (2025–30) for conservation of the Ganges River Dolphin, 
Snow Leopard, Greater One-horned Rhinoceros and Wild Water Buffalo, focusing on habitat restoration and 
species recovery.

I. Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA)
i. Constituted under the Compensatory Afforestation Fund (CAF) Act, 2016; functions under the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC).
ii. Utilises funds collected for diversion of forest land towards compensatory afforestation, habitat restoration and 
wildlife conservation.

II. Species Covered
i. Ganges River Dolphin (National Aquatic Animal) – IUCN: Endangered | WPA: Schedule I | Habitat: Ganga–
Brahmaputra river system.
ii. Snow Leopard – IUCN: Vulnerable | WPA: Schedule I | Habitat: Trans-Himalayan region (Ladakh, Jammu & 
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim & Arunachal Pradesh).
iii. Greater One-horned Rhinoceros – IUCN: Vulnerable | WPA: Schedule I | Habitat: Assam, West Bengal & Dudhwa 
National Park (Uttar Pradesh).
iv. Wild Water Buffalo – IUCN: Endangered | WPA: Schedule I | Habitat: Mainly Assam; smaller populations in 
Chhattisgarh & Arunachal Pradesh.










