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1. Context (GS-3: Economy): The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) has launched the trial Index of 
Services Production (ISP)—India’s first official monthly indicator of services sector output, similar to the Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP).

2. Index of Services Production (ISP)
i. What is-it? 
Measures monthly real output of the services sector.
ii. Released by
* Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI).
* Base Year: 2024–25 (Trial Series).
* Release: 29th of every month.
iii. Coverage:  Covers 19 service sub-sectors, accounting for ~60% of India’s services sector.
iv. Data Sources
* Goods and Services Tax (GST) data.
* Government administrative records.
* Annual Survey of Incorporated Services Sector Enterprises (ASISSE).

3. Significance & April 2026 Highlights
i. Importance
* First official high-frequency indicator for services.
* Strengthens economic monitoring and policy formulation.
ii. Key Findings
* 14 of 19 sub-sectors recorded double-digit growth.
* Top performers: Accommodation & Food Services, Retail Trade, Administrative & Support Services, and Real Estate.









1. Context (GS-2: Governance | Criminal Justice Reforms): Following the Pahalgam terror attack, the National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) may seek a trial in absentia against Hafiz Saeed under Section 356 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, as 
he is absconding and unlikely to appear before an Indian court.

2. Trial in Absentia
i. Meaning: Criminal trial conducted without the physical presence of the accused.
ii. Legal Provision: Section 356, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023.
iii. Applicability
* Only against a Proclaimed Offender (Section 84, BNSS).
* Applicable for offences punishable with ≥10 years’ imprisonment, life imprisonment or death.

3. Procedure & Safeguards
 Before Trial
* Two arrest warrants (minimum 30 days apart).
* Public notice in newspaper and at the last known residence.
* Relative/friend informed.
* Trial starts only after 90 days from framing of charges.

4. Significance
i. Prevents fugitives from frustrating the criminal justice process.
ii. Ensures speedy trial in terrorism and other grave offences.
iii. Balances efficient justice with natural justice through statutory safeguards.





1. Context: Despite over US$22 billion in U.S. defence acquisitions since 2002 and several bilateral initiatives, India–U.S. defence technology cooperation 
has not translated into meaningful technology transfer or defence industrial collaboration.

2. Why has defence technology cooperation lagged?
i. U.S. export-control regime: Strict International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR) limit transfer of critical defence technologies.
ii. Divergent priorities
India: Technology transfer, co-development and Atmanirbhar Bharat.
U.S.: Strategic partnership while protecting advanced technologies.
iii. Commercial & Intellectual Property (IP) issues
* Differences over pricing, licensing, manufacturing rights and IP have delayed projects.
3. Major Initiatives & Status
i. Defence Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI), 2012
* Promoted co-development and co-production.
* Limited tangible outcomes.
ii. Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technologies (iCET), 2022
* Covers Artificial Intelligence (AI), semiconductors, quantum technologies, space, biotechnology, telecommunications and resilient supply chains.
* Industrial outcomes remain limited.
iii. India–United States Defence Acceleration Ecosystem (INDUS-X), 2023
* Links defence start-ups, industry and academia.
* No major co-development project delivered yet.
iv. GE F-414 Engine Deal: Delayed due to disagreements over technology transfer, intellectual property, investment and production arrangements.

4. Way Forward
i. Shift from buyer–seller to co-development and co-production.
ii. Create predictable frameworks for technology transfer and intellectual property sharing.
iii. Fast-track flagship projects (e.g., GE F-414 engine) to build confidence.
iv. Deliver measurable outcomes under iCET and INDUS-X.





1. Context: The Centre has banned Paraquat Dichloride, a highly toxic herbicide linked to suicides, 
accidental poisoning and occupational deaths, following similar bans by several States.

2. Paraquat
i. What is it?
* A non-selective contact herbicide used to kill weeds before sowing the next crop.
ii. Contact herbicide means
* Kills only the plant parts it directly touches; it is not transported throughout the plant (unlike systemic 
herbicides).
iii. Why banned?
* Highly toxic, no antidote, high fatality on poisoning.

3. Significance
i. Reduces poisoning-related deaths.
ii. Protects farmers and farm workers.
iii. Promotes safer weed-management practices.


