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1. Context (GS II – Polity & Governance): The Union Government has introduced the Prevention of Insults to 
National Honour (Amendment) Bill, 2026 in the Rajya Sabha to extend statutory protection to Vande Mataram 
(National Song) by making its intentional insult, obstruction, or disruption during singing a punishable offence.

2. Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971
* Enacted to protect the dignity of the National Flag, Constitution of India and National Anthem.
* Section 3 punishes anyone who intentionally prevents the singing of the National Anthem or causes disturbance 
to an assembly singing it.
* Punishment: Imprisonment up to 3 years, or fine, or both.
* 2026 Amendment: Extends the same legal protection to Vande Mataram, making intentional insult or obstruction 
during its singing punishable.

3. Vande Mataram – Basics & Recent Development
* Written by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay; first published in Anandamath (1882).
* The first two stanzas were adopted as the National Song by the Constituent Assembly on 24 January 1950.
* Recent development: The Union Government has been observing the 150th anniversary of Vande Mataram, and 
the Ministry of Home Affairs recently advised States to ensure that Vande Mataram is played or sung at official 
functions where the National Anthem is rendered. The present Bill gives statutory backing by extending legal 
protection under the 1971 Act.
* Difference: Jana Gana Mana is the National Anthem, while Vande Mataram is the National Song; both command 
high national respect, but until now only the National Anthem had explicit statutory protection under the 1971 Act.







1. Context (GS III – Science & Technology): Artificial Intelligence is evolving from software-based systems to 
Embodied AI, where intelligent robots can perceive, learn and interact with the physical world, expanding 
applications across industry and public services.

2. Embodied AI vs Neuromorphic AI
* Embodied AI: Focuses on AI with a physical body (robot) that learns through sensing, movement and interaction 
with the environment.
* Neuromorphic AI: Focuses on brain-inspired hardware (AI chips) that mimics biological neurons to make AI faster 
and more energy-efficient.

Easy Recall:
Embodied AI = AI with a Body
Neuromorphic AI = AI with a Brain-like Chip

3. Embodied AI
* AI integrated with a physical robot capable of sensing, reasoning, learning and acting.
* Intelligence is distributed across the brain (AI), body (robot) and environment.
* Key challenge: Simulation-to-Real Gap—performance in simulations often does not match real-world conditions.
* Applications: Manufacturing, logistics, healthcare, defence, disaster response and household assistance





1. Context (GS I – Indian Heritage & Culture): Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated India’s 
first immersive language museum, “Shabdalok”, at the National Library, Kolkata, to preserve and 
showcase India’s linguistic and cultural heritage using modern digital technology.

2. Shabdalok (Museum of Words)
* India’s first immersive language museum.
* Developed by the National Library under the Ministry of Culture.
* Location: National Library Campus, Kolkata, West Bengal.
* Uses digital displays, holograms and motion-sensor technology for an interactive visitor 
experience.
* Showcases the evolution of Indian languages, scripts and literature.

3. Key Features
* Features nine galleries on the history and evolution of Indian languages.
* Celebrates all 22 languages listed in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.
* Traces the journey of languages from oral traditions and ancient manuscripts to modern 
printed and digital texts.





1. Context (GS II – International Relations): India–Australia relations have evolved into a robust Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership, underpinned by shared democratic values, a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific, defence and maritime 
cooperation, resilient supply chains, critical technologies, economic engagement and strong people-to-people ties. The 
recent bilateral engagements further institutionalise this long-term strategic partnership.

2. Recent Developments in India–Australia Relations
I. Strengthened Defence and Security Cooperation through a Joint Declaration and enhanced strategic dialogue.
II. Launched a Partnership on Cyber Security, Critical Technologies and Resilient Supply Chains.
III. Adopted a Maritime Security Cooperation Roadmap to reinforce a free, open and rules-based Indo-Pacific.
IV. Expanded cooperation in civil nuclear energy, including Australia’s uranium supply for India’s civilian nuclear 
programme.
V. AustralianSuper announced an investment of about ₹3,360 crore in India’s National Investment and Infrastructure Fund 
(NIIF).
VI. Australian firms committed investments in data centres, digital infrastructure and emerging technologies.
VII. Eight Australian universities, including the University of New South Wales (UNSW), will establish branch campuses in 
India.
VIII. Institutionalised the annual ‘G’Day–Namaste’ initiative to deepen trade, innovation, tourism and cultural exchanges.
IX. Expanded collaboration in critical minerals, clean energy, education, manufacturing, sports and skilled workforce 
mobility.
X. Reaffirmed the Indian diaspora as a strategic pillar for strengthening bilateral economic, cultural and innovation 
partnerships.





1. Context (GS III – Indian Economy – Employment)
India’s demographic dividend can be realized only through productive, formal and quality employment. The challenge today is not merely creating jobs, 
but ensuring better labour force participation, employability, social security and a smooth transition from education to work, particularly for the youth.

2. Key Challenges in Gen Z Employment

I. Low Labour Force Participation: LFPR is only 41.7% among Gen Z compared to 75% among Millennials, indicating delayed or weak entry into the 
labour market.
II. High Unemployment: Overall Gen Z unemployment is 11.9%, rising to 17.1% in urban areas and 22.6% among urban women, reflecting poor job 
absorption.
III. Graduate Employment Crisis: Unemployment among graduates stands at 29%, increasing to 36.9% for female graduates, highlighting the 
education-employment mismatch.
IV. Informal & Insecure Employment: A large share of youth is engaged in casual work, unpaid family work or informal employment; only 17.3% have 
formal employment contracts.
V. Weak Social Security: Only 20.1% of Gen Z workers are covered by social security, making employment highly vulnerable.
VI. Gender Disparities: Women continue to face lower labour force participation due to unpaid care work, safety concerns, social norms and limited 
access to quality jobs.
VII. Structural Labour Market Challenges: Skill mismatch, automation, Artificial Intelligence and slow growth of labour-intensive sectors are reducing 
employment opportunities for educated youth.

3. Way Forward
I. Promote labour-intensive manufacturing and services to generate large-scale quality employment.
II. Strengthen school-to-work pathways through apprenticeships, vocational education and industry-academia partnerships.
III. Align higher education and skilling with industry demand and emerging technologies.
IV. Expand formal employment by improving social security, written contracts and labour protection.
V. Increase female labour force participation through childcare support, safe transport, flexible work arrangements and gender-sensitive workplaces.
VI. Encourage private investment, MSMEs and urban employment opportunities to fully harness India’s demographic dividend.







1. Context (Places in news)
More than 50 Malian soldiers were killed in an attack near Anefis in northern Mali by 
Tuareg separatists and the Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin (JNIM), underscoring 
the deteriorating security situation in the Sahel region.

2. Location in News – Mali

I. Mali: Landlocked country in West Africa (Sahel); Capital – Bamako.

II. Anefis: Strategic town in the Gao Region, near Kidal, in northern Mali.

III. Significance: Conflict hotspot involving the Malian military, Tuareg separatists and 
Islamist militant groups.




