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1. Context (GS II – International Relations; GS III – Maritime Security)
Growing security concerns in the Bab el-Mandeb Strait due to Houthi attacks on commercial shipping have highlighted the vulnerability of 
global maritime trade. The editorial argues that India should play a proactive role in securing this critical sea route through international 
cooperation.

2. Bab el-Mandeb Strait – Basics

I. Means “Gate of Tears” in Arabic.
II. Located between Yemen and Djibouti–Eritrea.
III. Connects the Red Sea with the Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean.
IV. Forms the southern gateway to the Suez Canal.

3. Why is it Strategically Important?

I. One of the world’s most important maritime chokepoints.
II. Vital trade and energy corridor linking Europe, Asia and Africa.
III. Any disruption forces ships to sail via the Cape of Good Hope, increasing time, freight costs and insurance premiums.

4. Why is it Important for India?

I. A significant share of India’s trade with Europe passes through this route.
II. Critical for India’s energy security and export supply chains.
III. Protects Indian merchant ships and seafarers operating in the region.
IV. Advances India’s MAHASAGAR (Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions) vision and strengthens its 
role as a net security provider in the Indian Ocean Region.





1. Context (GS III – Environment, Disaster Management)
The recent Teesta Stage-VI hydropower tunnel accident in Sikkim has highlighted the need for scientific planning, geological 
risk assessment and strict environmental safeguards while undertaking infrastructure projects in the fragile Himalayan region.

2. Teesta Stage-VI Tunnel Accident

I. Workers excavating the tunnel struck a trapped methane gas pocket, triggering an explosion.
II. The blast partially damaged the tunnel, causing multiple fatalities and trapping workers.
III. The incident has prompted an investigation into whether geological risks were properly assessed and whether mandatory 
safety measures were in place.

3. Issues Highlighted by the Editorial

I. Fragile Himalayan geology (young rocks, seismic activity and hidden gas pockets) increases risks for tunnelling and 
hydropower projects.
II. Inadequate geological investigations and hazard mapping before project execution.
III. Poor implementation of environmental clearance and worker safety conditions, including gas detection and ventilation 
systems.
IV. Recurring disasters indicate the need to balance infrastructure development with ecological sustainability rather than 
treating each accident as an isolated event.
V. Calls for an independent review of environmental compliance and safety standards for projects in environmentally sensitive 
regions.





1. Context (GS II – Governance; GS III – Internal Security)
The issue gained attention after allegations that pellet guns were used during the July 2026 protest march to Parliament in Delhi, 
resulting in injuries to protesters. The incident has revived the debate on the use of non-lethal weapons for crowd control.

2. What are Pellet Guns?

I. A non-lethal crowd-control weapon used by police and security forces.
II. They fire multiple small metal pellets in one shot, dispersing over a short distance.
III. Intended to disperse crowds, but can cause serious injuries, especially to the eyes and upper body.
IV. They are also used for hunting and pest control in some countries.

3. Pellet Guns in India

I. First widely deployed in Jammu & Kashmir (2010) during protests.
II. Extensively used after the 2016 Kashmir unrest, leading to severe eye injuries and criticism.
III. Used during the 2023 Manipur violence and allegations of use were also made during the 2024 farmers’ protest, though police 
denied them.

4. Issues Associated with Pellet Guns

I. Though termed non-lethal, they can cause permanent disability, especially blindness.
II. Raise concerns over proportional use of force and protection of human rights.
III. Highlight the need for clear Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), accountability and safer crowd-control methods.






