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1. Context (Environment)
Researchers from the Himalayan Research Group (HRG) have developed a sustainable cultivation model for Kutki (Picrorhiza kurroa), an 
endangered Himalayan medicinal herb. Instead of uprooting the entire plant, farmers harvest only its stolons, allowing natural regeneration. 
The initiative conserves biodiversity, reduces pressure on wild populations, and provides an additional livelihood source for farmers.

2. Kutki (Picrorhiza kurroa) 

i. Kutki is a small perennial medicinal herb belonging to the Plantaginaceae family, native to the alpine and sub-alpine Himalayas at 
elevations of 2,700–4,500 metres.
ii. In India, it is naturally found in the Western and Eastern Himalayas, including Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, 
and Arunachal Pradesh.
iii. The rhizome and stolons are the medicinally important parts and are widely used in Ayurvedic, Tibetan, and traditional medicine.
iv. It is known for its hepatoprotective (liver-protecting), antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, and immunomodulatory properties and is used in 
treating liver and digestive disorders.
v. Due to overharvesting, slow natural regeneration, and habitat degradation, wild populations have declined sharply.
vi. It is classified as Endangered on the IUCN Red List and is listed in Appendix II of CITES, regulating international trade.

3. Stolons 
i. A stolon is a slender, horizontal stem that grows along or just below the ground surface.
ii. It bears nodes, from which new roots and shoots develop, enabling vegetative propagation.
iii. Stolons help plants spread naturally and produce genetically identical offspring.
iv. Harvesting only the stolons leaves the parent plant intact, allowing repeated harvests and natural regeneration.
v. Examples include Strawberry, Mint, Bermuda grass, and Kutki.







1. Context (International Relations | GS Paper II)
The article examines the strategic implications of NATO’s Ankara Summit for India. While the alliance reaffirmed its commitment to collective 
defence through higher defence spending, stronger defence-industrial capacity, and sustained support for Ukraine, the resulting surge in 
global demand for defence equipment could strain international supply chains. For India, which remains dependent on defence imports in 
several critical sectors, the developments reinforce the need to accelerate Aatmanirbharta in defence, diversify procurement sources, 
strengthen indigenous manufacturing, and build resilient defence-industrial capabilities.

2. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

i. NATO is a political and military alliance established in 1949 through the North Atlantic Treaty (Washington Treaty).
ii. It comprises 32 member countries from North America and Europe.
iii. Its core principle is collective defence under Article 5, whereby an attack on one member is considered an attack on all.
iv. NATO is headquartered in Brussels, Belgium.
v. Its principal decision-making body is the North Atlantic Council (NAC), headed by the Secretary-General.
vi. The alliance has expanded significantly after the Cold War, with Finland (2023) and Sweden (2024) as its newest members.

3. Implications for India & Suggestions

i. Accelerate Aatmanirbhar Bharat in defence by expanding indigenous design, development, and manufacturing.
ii. Reduce excessive dependence on defence imports by diversifying procurement sources and strengthening domestic production.
iii. Enhance the capacity of India’s defence-industrial base, with greater participation of the private sector, MSMEs, and start-ups.
iv. Invest in critical and emerging defence technologies such as AI, drones, cyber capabilities, semiconductors, and advanced materials.
v. Build resilient defence supply chains and maintain strategic reserves to minimise disruptions during global crises.
vi. Expand defence exports and deepen international defence partnerships to improve technological capabilities and global competitiveness.
vii. Strengthen long-term strategic autonomy by balancing self-reliance with collaboration through technology transfer and co-development 
with trusted partners.
 





1. Context (Ethics, Integrity & Aptitude)
Amid recent debates over transparency, public accountability, and the functioning of institutions such as the RTI regime, 
Lokpal, and investigative agencies, the larger governance challenge remains ensuring that anti-corruption laws are 
backed by strong institutions, timely enforcement, and an effective accountability framework.

2. Key Challenges in Tackling Corruption
i. Weakening of transparency and accountability mechanisms.
ii. Declining effectiveness of institutions such as the RTI framework, Lokpal, Information Commissions, and 
investigative agencies.
iii. Delays in investigation, prosecution, and judicial disposal, reducing the deterrent effect of anti-corruption laws.
iv. Inadequate implementation of existing legal safeguards despite a robust legislative framework.
v. Digitalisation has curbed some petty corruption but has not substantially addressed systemic and high-level 
corruption.
vi. Lack of transparency in appointments and institutional functioning, affecting public trust.

3. Strengthening the Anti-Corruption Framework
i. Safeguard the independence and autonomy of accountability institutions.
ii. Reinforce the RTI framework and improve citizens’ access to information.
iii. Ensure time-bound investigation, prosecution, and disposal of corruption cases.
iv. Promote transparency in public appointments and decision-making.
v. Strengthen grievance redressal, social accountability, and citizen participation.
vi. Foster an ethical governance ecosystem based on integrity, transparency, and the rule of law.







1. Context (International Relations | GS Paper II)
At the 21st East Asia Summit (EAS), India reaffirmed its vision of a free, open, inclusive, and rules-based Indo-Pacific, emphasising maritime 
security, peaceful resolution of disputes, ASEAN centrality, and adherence to international law. India also reiterated its positions on the South 
China Sea, Myanmar, West Asia, terrorism, cybercrime, and the Indus Waters Treaty, reflecting its commitment to regional stability and a rules-
based international order.

2. Key Takeaways
i. Maritime Security: Called for safe, secure, and unimpeded international waterways, while condemning attacks on civilian shipping and 
maritime infrastructure.
ii. Rules-based Order: Reaffirmed support for UNCLOS, 1982 and an effective, legally binding Code of Conduct (CoC) for the South China Sea.
iii. ASEAN Centrality: Reiterated India’s support for ASEAN-led regional architecture and an open, inclusive, and prosperous Indo-Pacific.
iv. Regional Conflicts: Advocated dialogue and diplomacy to resolve the crises in Myanmar and West Asia, while reaffirming support for a two-
State solution.
v. Counter-terrorism: Reasserted India’s policy of zero tolerance for terrorism and called for coordinated action against cybercrime and 
transnational cyber-scam networks.
vi. India-Pakistan: Rejected Pakistan’s remarks on Kashmir and the Indus Waters Treaty, reaffirming India’s position against cross-border 
terrorism.

3. East Asia Summit (EAS) 
i. The East Asia Summit (EAS) is a leaders-led forum for strategic, political, and economic cooperation in the Indo-Pacific.
ii. It was established in 2005, with the first summit held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
iii. It comprises 18 members—the 10 ASEAN Member States and 8 Dialogue Partners: India, Australia, China, Japan, New Zealand, Republic of 
Korea, Russia, and the United States.
iv. India is a founding member and actively participates in shaping the Indo-Pacific regional agenda.
v. The EAS functions on the principle of ASEAN Centrality and addresses issues such as maritime security, connectivity, regional security, trade, 
energy, climate change, disaster management, health, and emerging technologies.





1. Context (International Relations | GS Paper II)
The United States and Saudi Arabia have announced a landmark civil nuclear cooperation agreement, aimed at 
supporting Saudi Arabia’s civilian nuclear energy programme. The agreement is linked to the broader geopolitical 
objective of Saudi Arabia normalising relations with Israel under the Abraham Accords, while raising concerns over 
nuclear proliferation and strategic stability in West Asia.

2. U.S.–Saudi Civil Nuclear Agreement
i. The agreement seeks to facilitate U.S. cooperation in developing Saudi Arabia’s civilian nuclear energy programme.
ii. It is conditional upon Saudi Arabia normalising diplomatic relations with Israel.
iii. The pact is expected to include strict safeguards to ensure that nuclear technology is used only for peaceful purposes 
and is not diverted for weapons development.
iv. It aims to strengthen the long-term strategic partnership between the U.S. and Saudi Arabia while promoting regional 
economic and energy cooperation.
v. Critics fear that permitting uranium enrichment or advanced nuclear capabilities could trigger nuclear proliferation and 
intensify the regional arms race, particularly amid concerns over Iran’s nuclear programme.

3. Abraham Accords
i. The Abraham Accords are a series of U.S.-brokered normalisation agreements between Israel and Arab countries, 
signed in 2020.
ii. The first signatories were the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Bahrain, followed later by Sudan and Morocco.
iii. The accords established full diplomatic relations, including cooperation in trade, investment, tourism, technology, 
security, and defence.




