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1. Context (GS I- Art& Culture )
At the 48th Session of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee, held in Busan, South Korea, UNESCO inscribed three new World Heritage 
Sites: i. Ancient Buddhist Site of Sarnath (India)
ii. Sebastia (West Bank, Palestine)
iii. Five Castles of Mount Amel (Lebanon)

With the inscription of Sarnath, India now has 45 UNESCO World Heritage Sites. The sites in West Bank and Lebanon were also included 
in the List of World Heritage in Danger due to the ongoing conflict in West Asia.

2. Sarnath
i. Location: Near Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.
ii. Why is it famous?
* Lord Buddha delivered his first sermon (Dharmachakra Pravartana) here.
* One of the four major Buddhist pilgrimage sites.
* Famous for the Dhamek Stupa and the Ashokan Lion Capital.

3. Sebastia & Mount Amel Castles
i. Sebastia (West Bank)
* Location: Northwest of Nablus, West Bank.
* Famous for: Ancient city of Samaria, with remains from the Iron Age, Roman, Byzantine and Islamic periods.

ii. Five Castles of Mount Amel (Lebanon)
* Location: Southern Lebanon.
* Famous for: A group of five medieval castles representing Crusader, Ayyubid and Mamluk architecture; also listed as World Heritage in 
Danger.





1. Context (GS III – Environment & Ecology; Prelims – Environment & Current Affairs)
A Nature Food study, reported by The Hindu, found that GHG emissions from paddy fields have nearly doubled since the 1960s. As the world’s largest rice 
producer, India is among the largest methane emitters from rice cultivation due to flooded fields, crop residue incorporation and intensive fertilizer use. The 
study recommends improved irrigation and crop management to reduce emissions.

2. Methane (CH₄)
i. About
* A potent greenhouse gas (GHG); ~28× more warming than CO₂ (100-year period).
* Produced under anaerobic (oxygen-deficient) conditions.

ii. Major Sources
* Wetlands (natural)
* Paddy fields
* Livestock
* Landfills
* Oil & gas and coal mining

iii. Indian Context
* World’s largest rice producer.
* Paddy covers 55% of India’s rainfed harvested area.
* Irrigated paddy fields emit ~3.9 million tonnes of methane/year.
* Key drivers: continuous flooding, crop residues and nitrogen fertilizers.

iv. Mitigation
* Alternate Wetting and Drying (AWD)
* System of Rice Intensification (SRI)
* Better fertilizer and residue management
* Crop diversification





1. Context (GS II – Governance; Polity & Constitution; Prelims – Current Affairs)
The Union Government has circulated the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 to strengthen the anti-
cheating framework introduced under the 2024 Act. The Bill proposes stricter penalties, time-bound investigations and trials, and dedicated 
fast-track mechanisms to curb paper leaks and organised examination malpractices.

2. Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026
i. Objective
* To ensure fair, transparent and merit-based public examinations.
* To deter organised exam fraud through stricter enforcement.

ii. Key Provisions
* Investigation to be completed within 60 days.
* Establishment of Special Fast Track Courts for speedy disposal of cases.
* Creation of Special Task Forces (STFs) for investigation.
* Appointment of Special Public Prosecutors by States/UTs.
* Time-bound appeals and restrictions on unnecessary adjournments.

iii. Enhanced Penalties
* General offences: 5–10 years imprisonment and fine up to ₹50 lakh.
* Service providers/in-charge personnel: Fine up to ₹5 crore and imprisonment up to 10 years.
* Organised crime: Minimum 7 years imprisonment and fine up to ₹10 crore.

iv. Significance
* Strengthens deterrence against paper leaks and organised cheating.
* Promotes faster investigation, trial and disposal of examination-related offences.
* Aims to restore public confidence in the examination system.





1. Context (GS II – Governance & Polity; Prelims – Governance & Current Affairs)
India’s legal publishing system continues to rely largely on PDF-based Gazette notifications for publishing laws and regulations. This fragmented system 
makes it difficult to access, search, track amendments and identify the law in force. Adopting open, machine-readable legal publishing standards can 
improve transparency, legal certainty, ease of compliance and democratic participation.

2. Modernising India’s Legal Publishing System

i. Key Issues
* Laws, rules and amendments are scattered across multiple platforms.
* Gazette notifications are mainly in PDF format, limiting searchability and version tracking.
* Difficult to identify amendments and the law applicable on a given date.
* Regional-language gazettes are often not digitally searchable.

ii. Proposed Reforms
* Adopt machine-readable legal publishing standards instead of PDF-only publication.
* Enable searchable laws, amendment history and cross-linking between Acts and subordinate legislation.
* Improve accessibility for citizens, lawyers, judges and researchers.

iii. Global Best Practices
* Akoma Ntoso – International open standard for legislative documents.
* USLM (United States Legislative Markup) – Used by the USA for digital publication of laws.
* legislation.gov.uk – Provides updated and consolidated legislation in the UK.
* India’s National Archives is exploring Common Legislative Markup Language (CLML).

iv. Significance
* Enhances transparency, accessibility and legal certainty.
* Improves judicial efficiency and ease of compliance.
* Strengthens the Rule of Law and promotes informed citizen participation in governance.





1. Context (GS III – Defence & Security; Science & Technology; Prelims – Defence & Current Affairs)
India is strengthening its defence manufacturing and export capabilities under the Aatmanirbhar Bharat 
initiative through greater indigenous production, technological advancement and defence cooperation 
with friendly countries. Recent developments, including the induction of indigenous platforms and 
successful missile tests, reflect India’s growing self-reliance and global credibility in the defence sector.

2. India’s Progress in Defence Production
i. Key Developments
* INS Mahendragiri inducted into the Indian Navy; over 75% indigenous content.
* DRDO successfully tested the Pinaka Long-Range Guided Rocket and Kusha missile.
* India signed an agreement with Indonesia for cooperation on BrahMos and Akash missiles.
* India’s defence equipment and technology are gaining increasing global acceptance.

ii. Significance
* Strengthens Aatmanirbhar Bharat in defence.
* Reduces dependence on defence imports.
* Enhances military capability and technological self-reliance.
* Boosts defence exports and strategic partnerships.
* Promotes India’s emergence as a global defence manufacturing hub.






