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1. Context (GS II – International Relations; GS III – Nuclear Energy; Prelims – IR)
The U.S. has announced a civil nuclear cooperation agreement with Saudi Arabia, raising concerns over uranium 
enrichment, IAEA safeguards and the Abraham Accords, with implications for West Asian security and the global 
nuclear non-proliferation regime.

2. U.S.–Saudi Civil Nuclear Deal
i. Background
* Saudi Arabia seeks nuclear energy under Vision 2030 to diversify its economy and reduce dependence on oil.
* Nuclear power will help meet rising domestic energy demand.

ii. Key Concerns
* Possibility of uranium enrichment on Saudi soil.
* Deal does not require adoption of the IAEA Additional Protocol, limiting inspection powers.
* Linking the deal with the Abraham Accords has complicated regional diplomacy.
* May intensify regional rivalry and weaken non-proliferation efforts.

3. Key Terms
i. Abraham Accords: A series of normalisation agreements (2020) between Israel and several Arab countries, 
including the UAE, Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan, brokered by the United States.
ii. IAEA Additional Protocol: A legal agreement with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) that grants 
expanded inspection and verification powers to ensure that nuclear programmes remain exclusively peaceful.







1. Context (GS II – Polity & Constitution; Prelims – Indian Polity)
The Supreme Court has sought the Centre’s response on a petition challenging the interpretation of the merger exception under Paragraph 4 of the Tenth 
Schedule. The plea argues that a two-thirds majority of legislators alone should not be sufficient to claim a merger unless the original political party has 
also formally merged, as the present interpretation could undermine the electoral mandate and facilitate defections.

2. Anti-Defection Law (Tenth Schedule)
i. Constitutional Basis
* Enacted through the 52nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1985.
* Incorporated as the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution.
* 91st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003 abolished the earlier one-third split exception.

ii. Grounds for Disqualification
* Voluntarily giving up party membership.
* Voting/abstaining against the party whip without permission.
* Independent member joining a political party after election.
* Nominated member joining a political party after 6 months.

iii. Exception – Merger (Paragraph 4)
* Disqualification does not apply if at least two-thirds of the legislators of a legislature party merge with another party.
* The merger must be genuine, not merely a numerical shift of legislators.

3. Why is the Case Important?
* The petition questions whether a legislature party can claim a merger without the parent political party actually merging.
* It argues that the current interpretation may legitimise mass defections, allowing elected governments to be altered without fresh elections.
* The issue raises concerns about the sanctity of the electoral mandate, misuse of the merger provision, and the effectiveness of the anti-defection law.
* While issuing notice to the Centre, the Supreme Court observed that any structural reform of the Tenth Schedule ultimately falls within Parliament’s 
domain.





1. Context (GS III – Indian Economy: Employment, Inclusive Growth & Labour; Prelims – Economy)
India’s demographic dividend can be realised only through employment-led economic growth, where job creation keeps pace with economic 
expansion and technological change.

2. Employment-Centric Growth: Key Challenges
A. Jobless Growth
* Economic growth has not generated adequate employment due to low employment elasticity.
* Labour-intensive sectors have not expanded sufficiently.

B. AI & Automation
* AI enhances productivity but can reduce demand for routine jobs.
* Reskilling and upskilling are essential to minimise job displacement.

C. Ease of Doing Business vs Ease of Living
* Ease of Doing Business: Improves the investment climate through simpler regulations and lower compliance costs.
* Ease of Living: Focuses on employment, income security, affordable healthcare, education, housing and social protection.
* Sustainable development requires balancing both.

D. Labour Market Constraints
* Skill mismatch, informality, low female labour force participation and inadequate social security continue to limit quality employment.

3. Way Forward: Employment-First Strategy
A. Promote labour-intensive sectors such as manufacturing, MSMEs, agriculture and tourism.
B. Improve employment elasticity by aligning industrial policy with job creation.
C. Expand skill development, reskilling and AI-readiness of the workforce.
D. Combine economic reforms with strong labour protection and social security to achieve inclusive and sustainable growth.









1. Context (GS II – International Relations: Africa; Prelims – Sudan, Places in News & Map-based Questions)
Sudan’s civil war has reached another strategic phase with the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) recapturing the Khartoum–El-Obeid 
highway from the Rapid Support Forces (RSF). The highway is a vital military and supply corridor linking the capital with central and 
western Sudan.

2. Key Locations

i. Khartoum
A. Capital and largest city of Sudan.
B. Located at the confluence of the Blue Nile and White Nile, where the River Nile begins.
C. Political, administrative and economic centre of Sudan.

ii. El-Obeid
A. Capital of North Kordofan State in central Sudan.
B. Important transport and logistics hub, connecting Khartoum, Kordofan and Darfur.
C. Control of El-Obeid is crucial for troop movement, humanitarian aid and access to western Sudan.

iii. Al-Fashir (El-Fasher)
A. Capital of North Darfur State in western Sudan.
B. Largest city in the Darfur region and a major humanitarian centre.
C. A key battleground between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) due to its strategic location and 
control over Darfur.

 













1. Context: Madanapalle Municipality (Andhra Pradesh), under Swachh Bharat Mission–Urban 2.0, has adopted a Zero 
Waste City model through scientific waste management, resource recovery, and circular economy practices.

2. Zero Waste City – What does it mean?
I. Meaning
A. A city that minimises waste generation and ensures that maximum waste is reused, recycled, composted, or 
recovered, with minimal waste sent to landfills.
B. Based on the 3R/5R principles (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Recover, Refuse) and the Circular Economy approach.

II. Madanapalle Model
A. 100% door-to-door collection and source segregation of waste.
B. Wet waste → composting/biogas; Dry waste → Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs) for recycling.
C. Scientific management of plastic, sanitary, domestic hazardous, and C&D waste with minimal landfill disposal.

III. Significance
A. Reduces landfill use, methane emissions, and pollution.
B. Conserves resources and improves sanitation and public health.
C. Creates green jobs, supports the Circular Economy, and advances SBM-U 2.0, SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities) and SDG 
12 (Responsible Consumption & Production).


