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1. Context: The Sangno clan (Nyishi tribe) in East Kameng, Arunachal Pradesh, translocated the Endangered 
Himalayan ray-finned fish (Schizothorax pelzami) to a protected mountain stream to protect it from Golden 
Mahseer (Tor putitora), the apex predator of Himalayan rivers, thereby promoting community-led freshwater 
biodiversity conservation.

2. Himalayan Ray-finned Fish (Schizothorax pelzami)
I. Basics: Freshwater fish | Family Cyprinidae (Carp) | Endemic to the Eastern Himalayas.
II. Distribution & Habitat: Upper Brahmaputra basin (Arunachal Pradesh) | Cold, clear, fast-flowing, oxygen-rich 
rocky streams.
III. IUCN Status: Endangered (EN).
IV. Threats & Conservation: Predation by Golden Mahseer (“Tiger of Himalayan Rivers”), habitat degradation, 
river modification and overfishing | Community-led translocation to Mahseer-free streams to improve survival, 
breeding and population recovery.
V. Golden Mahseer: Largest Himalayan freshwater game fish (Tor putitora) | Found in the Indus, Ganga and 
Brahmaputra river basins | Natural predator of juvenile Himalayan ray-finned fish.
VI. Nyishi Tribe: Largest tribe of Arunachal Pradesh | Inhabits East Kameng, Papum Pare, Kurung Kumey, Kra 
Daadi, Lower & Upper Subansiri districts | Speaks the Nyishi (Tani) language | Known for community-based 
forest and wildlife conservation.












