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Context: India’s successful conservation of the Asiatic lion has revived the need to establish a second free-ranging 
population outside Gujarat to ensure long-term species survival.

I. Current Status
2025 Lion Census: 891 Asiatic lions.
Confined to the Greater Gir Landscape (Saurashtra, Gujarat) comprising Gir National Park, Gir Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Girnar, Mitiyala and Barda Wildlife Sanctuaries, along with adjoining reserve forests and revenue lands.

II. Why a Second Habitat?
Reduces risks from disease outbreaks, natural disasters and climate change.
Improves genetic diversity and prevents inbreeding.
Ensures metapopulation conservation through geographically separated wild populations.

III. Conservation Initiatives
Supreme Court (2013): Directed translocation of Asiatic lions to Kuno National Park (Madhya Pradesh).
Project Lion (2020): Focuses on habitat expansion, corridor management and long-term conservation.

UPSC Value Addition
* Scientific Name: Panthera leo persica
* IUCN Status: Endangered
* Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule 1













I. Context: ISRO successfully tested SOLVE (Sub-Orbital Launch Vehicle for Experiments), a 
dedicated test platform developed to validate the crew module’s parachute recovery system for 
the Gaganyaan mission.

II. Gaganyaan Mission
* India’s first indigenous human spaceflight mission.
* Launch vehicle: LVM3
* Mission: Send Indian astronauts to Low Earth Orbit (~400 km) for about 3 days and ensure safe 
sea splashdown.
* Objective: Develop indigenous human spaceflight capability and critical crew-safety 
technologies.

III. SOLVE: Why is it important?
* SOLVE is a sub-orbital solid-motor test vehicle (derived from the PSLV strap-on motor).
* It carries the crew module to 10–17 km, releases it, and tests the 10-parachute recovery 
sequence.
* Purpose: Validate the landing system repeatedly without launching the full Gaganyaan mission, 
thereby improving crew safety and mission reliability.






