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1. Context
i. Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Rajasthan signed a one-time settlement agreement to resolve 
long-pending cost-sharing liabilities related to the Sardar Sarovar Dam Project on the Narmada River.

ii. The agreement settles pending construction, operation and maintenance (O&M) dues under the Narmada 
Water Disputes Tribunal (NWDT) Award, 1979, which allocated Narmada waters, fixed the project’s cost-
sharing framework and laid down implementation mechanisms for the four beneficiary States.

2. Prelims Corner
i. Narmada River: Origin: Amarkantak Plateau (Madhya Pradesh) | Length: 1,312 km | Mouth: Gulf of Khambhat 
(Arabian Sea) | Largest west-flowing peninsular river | Flows through a rift valley between the Vindhya and 
Satpura ranges.

ii. Sardar Sarovar Dam Project: Location: Kevadia (Gujarat) | River: Narmada | Beneficiary States: Gujarat, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra & Rajasthan | Purpose: Irrigation • Drinking Water • Hydropower • Flood 
Control.

iii. Institutions: Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal (NWDT): Constituted 1969, Award 1979 | Narmada Control 
Authority (NCA): Established 1980.






