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Modi bats for 2-state
solution to iron out
Israel-Palestine issue

Kallol Bhattacherjee
Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Highlighting the role of dia-
logue and diplomacy in the
“period of global turbu-
lence”, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Tuesday
reiterated the importance
of the two-state solution to
end the Israel-Palestine
conflict.

“In this period of global
turbulence, India believes
that the role of dialogue
and diplomacy has be-
come more important than
ever before. On the issue of
Palestine, we continue to
support a two-state solu-
tion and the pursuit of last-
ing peace,” Mr. Modi said
in Jakarta, Indonesia, the
first leg of his three-nation
tour. Mr. Modi also focused
on commonalities bet-
ween India and Indonesia
in dealing with globally-im-
portant issues and said
that the two countries are
going to deepen coopera-
tion on such areas.

A joint statement issued
at the end of the official
dialogue between Mr. Mo-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
with Indonesian President
Subianto on Tuesday. PTI

di and Indonesia’s Presi-
dent Prabowo Subianto
said the leaders expressed
“deep concern” over the
war in West Asia and “its
global effects™.

Mr. Modi and Mr. Sub-
ianto also presided over
the signing of 14 agree-
ments and memoranda of
understanding (MoUs), in-
cluding ones that will allow
India to deliver the Brah-
Mos supersonic cruise mis-
sile system and Astra Mk-1
beyond-visual-range air-to-
air missiles to Indonesia.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12




PM announces lIM-B
campus in Indonesia

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday an-
nounced that the Indian
Institute of Management,
Bangalore (IIM-B) would
establish its first campus in
Indonesia, describing the
initiative as a major step to-
wards strengthening edu-
cational ties and benefiting
students across the ASEAN
region.

The announcement was
made during Mr. Modi’s vi-
sit to Indonesia in a joint
press statement with Indo-
nesian President Prabowo

Subianto. The proposed
campus will be set up at
the Singhasari Special Eco-
nomic Zone (SEZ) in Ma-
lang and is aimed at ad-

vancing the
internationalisation of In-
dia’s higher education
ecosystem.

The campus will offer
programmes focused on
areas such as global supply
chains, digital transforma-
tion, artificial intelligence,
climate and sustainability,
and healthcare manage-
ment. The curriculum will
also include interactions
with industry leaders and
eminent academicians.



Between India and East Asia, the navi-
gation-time and distance can be greatly
reduced by which of the following ?

. Deepening the Malacca straits
between Malaysia and Indonesia.

2. Opening a new canal across the Kra
isthmus between the Gulf of Siam
and Andaman Sea.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct ?

(a) | only
(b) 2 only
(¢c) Both | and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2



79. Consider the following pairs :

Country Resource-rich in
L. Botswana : Diamond
II. Chile :  Lithium
III. Indonesia :  Nickel

In how many of the above rows is the
given information correctly matched?

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All the three

(d) None
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Grand ambitions

India’s cooperative sector can serve asa
worker-centric model of development

ypercompetitive business models that
l—l dominate the economic lives of people
have undesirable social consequences.
The cooperative model offers an alternative, al-
beit with its own imperfections. India’s Ministry
of Cooperation, which completed five years on
July 6, is a bold experiment in harnessing the po-
tential of this approach. Traditionally confined
largely to agriculture, cooperatives now have the
opportunity and a requirement to expand into
other sectors, particularly services. Coopera-
tives, by their very character, are relatively small-
scale and fragmented; organising them, and con-
necting them to the broader economy that dis-
proportionately rewards hyper-scalers is a
balancing intervention — an economic, political
and social imperative. The Ministry aims to trans-
form the cooperative landscape by bringing poli-
¢y coherence across agriculture, dairy, fisheries,
banking, housing, consumer cooperatives, and
exports. This requires collaboration with States
and national federations, capacity building, wise
use of digital technology, and market linkages.
Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) are
the foundation of rural cooperatives. Through a
reformed legal framework, they have been empo-
wered to undertake over 25 business activities,
transforming them into multifaceted institutions
delivering many economic services in rural India.
The Ministry has facilitated new national-level
multi-State cooperative societies, expanding mar-
ket access for members and strengthening coop-
erative value chains from production to global
markets. Cooperative enterprises are being en-
couraged to grow and compete, and a National
Cooperation Policy is in the making. But there
are challenges amid the opportunities. Corrup-
tion and inefficiency eroded the potential of In-
dia’s cooperative sector, and the fear of local
communities and States losing control of cooper-
atives to a national-level mechanism needs to be
assuaged. The task is in finding the sweet spot of
consolidation and decentralisation; localisation
and nationalisation; technology and human la-
bour, for boosting the sector. Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, who holds the portfolio, is push-
ing the cooperative sector to expand into
production and marketing, beyond agricultural
credit and input facilitation, which could help mi-
tigate the sector’s endemic crisis. A well-coordi-
nated, yet federated, cooperative sector can off-
set the social, environmental and political costs
of global capitalism, which is the default model of
the economy. Government and business leaders
worldwide are viewing cooperatives with re-
newed interest, as the pitfalls of hypercapitalism
become pronounced. India can develop its coop-
erative sector as a global model.




CURRENTLY

COOPERATIVES IN INDIA: TOWARDS INCI.USIVE AND WORKER-CENTRIC DEVEI.OPMENT

“Sahkar se Samriddhi” — People First, Prosperity for All

&

5. CHALLENGES

% Political interference and weak democratic ﬁmctmmng

1. CONTEXT

The Ministry of Cooperation came into existence on 6 July 2021 to give a separate

Agriculture & Rural Ec

legal and policy
into

for ion and

and diversified Ministry of Cooperation

of cooperatives in India. After completing five years, the focus is on
enterprises that ensure inclusive growth, rural prosperity and social justice.

‘))l'-\ Government of India

COOPERATIVE SOCIETY: MEANING
& CONSTITUTIONAL BASIS

Meaning

A voluntary, autonomous and democratically
managed association of persons formed to
meet their common economic, social and
cultural needs through a jointly owned and
member-controlled enterprise based on

the principle of “One Member, One Vote”.

1) Constitutional Basis
* Article 19(1)(c): Right to form
cooperative societies.

* Article 43B (DPSP): State shall promote
voluntary formation, autonomous
functioning, democratic control and

i of

#0) Link with Fundamental Duties
) « Article 51A(e): Promote harmony
and brotherhood.
« Article 51A(j): Strive for excellence
in all spheres.
Cooperatives reflect values of participation,
mutual help, collective responsibility
and social justice.

* Poor and limited

Strengthen bargaining power of small farmers,
artisans, workers and consumers.

\ * Improve access to credit, inputs, technology,
storage, processing and marketing.

* Generate employment and empower women
and youth at the grassroots.

* Build resilient local value chains and reduce
regional disparities.

* Support Atmanirbhar Bharat, food security,
financial inclusion and sustainable livelihoods.

* Promote inclusive and equitable economic growth.

i. Establishment of Ministry: Came into existence on é July 2021 with the vision “Sahkar se Samriddhi”.

ii. National Cooperation Policy, 2025: Launched on 24 July 2025; replaces National Policy on
[E] Cooperatives, 2002. Aims to make cooperatives key drivers of Viksit Bharat 2047 through reforms,
and

pansion into new sectors.

i. PACS Computerisation: Initially approved for 63,000 Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS),
expanded to 79,630 PACS. Implemented through a common Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP)
platform integrated with NABARD, State Cooperative Banks and DCCBS to ensure transparency,
online accounting, audit and citizen services.

iv. PACS as Multi-purpose Centres: PACS are being diversified into 25+ business activities such as
storage, dairy, fisheries, agri-inputs, custom hiring, LPG distribution, Common Service Centres (CSCs),
fair price shops, retail and other rural services.

. World's Largest Grain Storage Plan in Cooperative Sector: Approved in May 2023 to create
decentralised storage infrastructure, godowns and processing units through PACS across the country.

i. New National Cq National C
Cooperative Organics Limited (NCOL) and Bharatiya Beej Sahakari Samiti
promote exports, organic production and quality seeds.

Exports Limited (NCEL), National
ited (BBSSL) to

elections and dispute resolution in multi-State cooperatives.

@ vii. Legislative Reform: Multi-State Cooperative Societies (Amendment) Act, 2023 aims to improve

) v oo — ]

> Implement National Cooperation Policy, 2025 with autonomy, transparency

and professional management.
Complete digital transformation of PACS and integrate them with credit,
storage, marketing and Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI).

v

o Inadequate access to capital, technology and modern markets.
o Corruption, audit gaps and irregular elections.
o Regional disparities and low diversification beyond agriculture.
© Need for better Centre-State coordination (cooperatives

are primarily a State subject - Entry 32, State List).

v

Expand cooperatives into logistics, renewable energy, tourism, healthcare,
insurance, transport, e-commerce and other service sectors.

Promote women-led, youth-led and worker cooperatives; strengthen
producer cooperatives and FPOs.

v

v

Ensure local control, national market access and professional governance.

v

Strengthen market linkages, branding, exports and global competitiveness.

Amul ©®

= NAFED
AMUL Indian Farmers Na(ronal Agricultural
(Dairy C¢ liser C Marketing
imited (IFFCO) Fedevanon of India Ltd.
(Fertilisers) (NAFED)

(Agricultural Marketing)

8. GS LINKAGES (SYLLABUS) g

Gs-iil |
Inclusive Growth

+ Agriculture & Rural Economy

Food Securit

. Employment Generation

ism
Constitutional Provisions

KEY TAKEAWAY: [l

bled and managed

can become India’s third pillar of development alongside
the public and private sectors—ensuring inclusive growth, social justice, rural prosperity and the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.

SAHKAR SE SAMRIDDHI,
SAHKAR SE SASHKTIKARAN

*




Four States reach a pact on
Narmada project payments

Union Home Minister says that issue of pending payments had remained unresolved for a long

time and it had been settled amicably; water and electricity have reached all four States, he adds

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he States of Maha-
T rashtra, Gujarat,
Rajasthan and

Madhya Pradesh reached
an agreement on Tuesday
on the settlement of pend-
ing payment issues among

the Narmada Award benef-
iciary States.
The agreement was

signed in the presence of
Home Minister Amit Shah
and Union Minister of Jal
Shakti C.R. Patil. Chief Mi-
nisters Devendra Fadnavis
(Maharashtra), Bhupendra
Patel (Gujarat), Bhajan Lal
Sharma (Rajasthan) and
Mohan Yadav (Madhya
Pradesh) signed the agree-
ment, which relates to the
cost-sharing arrangements
for the construction of the
Sardar Sarovar Project.
Under the agreement,
the payments to be made
towards the final settle-
ment of pending dues
have been  resolved
through a one-time settle-
ment. Mr. Shah said that
the issue of pending pay-
ments under the Narmada
Award had remained unre-
solved among the four
States for a long time, and
that it had been resolved

Common platform: Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Union Minister of Jal Shakti C. R. Patil with the
Chief Ministers of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Rajasthan. pTI
Free Whatsapp Channel https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGJOKH60BdOF

amicably on Tuesday. He
said that with the comple-
tion of the dam, water and
electricity have reached
every part of the four
States.

He added that while the
benefits accruing to Rajas-
than may appear modest
at first glance, the areas
that have received Narma-
da waters have witnessed a
transformation in both the
value of the land and the
fortunes of the farmers.

The Union Home Minis-
ter said that let it be Guja-
rat, Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Haryanma or

Maharashtra, the water ul-
timately served the people
of the country, especially
the farmers. Regardless of
which part of the country
the water is utilised in, the
ultimate beneficiary will
be an Indian, he said.

Water-sharing issues

Recently, significant pro-
gress has also been made
in resolving long-standing
water-sharing issues bet-
ween States, such as those
concerning the Kishau
Dam project in Himachal
Pradesh and the water dis-
pute between Rajasthan

and Haryana, officials said.
On June 29, Rajasthan and
Haryana signed an agree-
ment for the construction
and implementation of the
Yamuna Water Project, re-
solving a nearly three-de-
cade-old issue.
Additionally, on June 16,
Himachal Pradesh, Utta-
rakhand, Delhi, Uttar Pra-
desh, Haryana, and Rajas-
than agreed to sign a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) for the im-
plementation of the Kishau
Multipurpose Project to re-
juvenate the Yamuna river.
(With PTI inputs)
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1. Context
i. Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Rajasthan signed a one-time settlement agreement to resolve
long-pending cost-sharing liabilities related to the Sardar Sarovar Dam Project on the Narmada River.

ii. The agreement settles pending construction, operation and maintenance (O&M) dues under the Narmada
Water Disputes Tribunal (NWDT) Award, 1979, which allocated Narmada waters, fixed the project’s cost-
sharing framework and laid down implementation mechanisms for the four beneficiary States.

2. Prelims Corner

i. Narmada River: Origin: Amarkantak Plateau (Madhya Pradesh) | Length: 1,312 km | Mouth: Gulf of Khambhat
(Arabian Sea) | Largest west-flowing peninsular river | Flows through a rift valley between the Vindhya and
Satpura ranges.

ii. Sardar Sarovar Dam Project: Location: Kevadia (Gujarat) | River: Narmada | Beneficiary States: Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra & Rajasthan | Purpose: Irrigation * Drinking Water - Hydropower * Flood
Control.

iii. Institutions: Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal (NWDT): Constituted 1969, Award 1979 | Narmada Control
Authority (NCA): Established 1980.
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BRICS ANTI-DRUGS
MEETING 2026

BRICS INDIA 2026

BRICS

©

Hosted by: India

Held in: Guwahati, Assam

Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)

Nodal Ministry:
Ministry of Home Affairs

Q
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@ Ns MAHENDRAGIRI (F38)

Strengthening India’s
Naval Capability

6 advanced indigenous
stealth frigate of
Project 17A (Nilgiri-class)

3

(Currently: 8 July 2026, Wednesday)

ZERO COAL
LEAKAGE PLAN

@ Objective: Eliminate illegal coal
mining, coal theft &
unauthorized transportation

Primary Target: Dhanbad,
Jharkhand

PIB ANALYSIS

o SEA BUCKTHORN
A Promising Superberry

Recently, Sea buckthorn received
Gl tag in Himachal Pradesh.

Scientific name: Hippophae rhamnoides

°

Common names: ‘Himalayan Berry’,
‘Wonder Plant’, ‘Ladakh Gold',
‘Golden Bush’, or ‘Gold Mine’ of
cold deserts.

Indian names: Leh Berry (Ladakh),

Gl REGISTRATIONS -
STATISTICS

© Over 125 Gl registrations recorded
during April 2025 - March 2026.

© Highest registrations: Madhya Pradesh (26),
followed by West Bengal (24).

GI TAG STATISTICS IN INDIA
S | ¥
Total GI Handicrafts

Registrations Products
53%

822 31%

Agricultural

l Built by: Mazagon Dock Chharma (Himachal Pradesh), Ames © UttarPradesh R 74
8% Participation: BRICS Shipbuilders Limited EE Under: Mines and Minerals (Uttarakhand), and Brahmaphal (in Hindi).
member countries (Development and Regulation) L A © TomilNacu  CEEEEEEEED 69
e 3955 © Habitat: High-altitude cold deserts of
Powered by: Combined Diesel i the Himalayan region, such as Ladakh © WestBengal (D 24
AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS 5 !
- or Gas (CODLOG) propulsion PROVISIONS & Spiti.
@ Tackle drug trafficking & abuse system ABOUT GI TAG GOVERNANCE
FEATURES RICH IN USES
© Focus on synthetic drugs, NPS & P : Over 75% indi Nationwide crackdown on illegal Sign for products of Governed by:
il e PramamCcsitomon s e T S S T T | B e 1 i
) g content, exemplifies ‘Aatmanirbhar e A b colourin E.K, and E Juices, Teas and origin with unique
@ Strengthen intelligence sharing & Ploy i % appearance. B-complex, Powders for qualities. m Administered by:
operational coordination %0 secure coal mines. Omega fatty consumption. Gl Registry,
acids. - 3
@ Build capacity & institutional [f_] Use of Integrated Command & @ "::'s"m g Chennsl
cooperation among member states Control Centres. HEALTH BENEFITS licensed or Protected under:
— Enhances maritime security, PP . pledged. @ TRIPS Agreement
3 T u e i, o lewns Verification of e-way bills and 0 a @B o @ e iged. o' wmg
4 e stronger enforcement. Regeneration v Support ete. @ Valid for 10 years
multi-role naval operations. reatio
® .
KEY MMDR Act, D GlAct, 1999 TRIPS Agreement, & %@ E
1957 Pl WTO Agreement 1995 X :
FACT i egieion ki ss e, o SeaBuckthom  INSMahendragiri BRICS Anti-Drugs  jnternational Day  World Zoonoses World Rural
i desalagerant Geographical 1PR including Gl Hippophae & thipot Mesting 2026" of Cooperatives Day Development Day
of mines & minerals. Indications. rhamnoides Projechi7A Hosted lo Suwahatt 4uly 6 July 6 July
Stealth Frigate by NCB

Source: Press Information Bureau (PIB) | Data as per latest official updates available up to June-August 2025.
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