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1. Context (Species in News)
I. The Union Environment Ministry has granted in-principle environmental clearance to a 1,200 MW hydropower 
project in the Lohit River basin, Arunachal Pradesh.
II. Conservationists warn that alteration of river flow, turbidity and riparian forests could threaten the Critically 
Endangered White-bellied Heron, whose largest Indian population is found in the Lohit basin.

2. White-bellied Heron (Ardea insignis)
I. Scientific name: Ardea insignis.
II. IUCN Red List: Critically Endangered (CR).
III. Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I.
IV. Distribution: India, Bhutan and Myanmar.
V. Indian distribution: Arunachal Pradesh (Lohit, Noa-Dihing and Lam river basins); about 70% of India’s 
population occurs in the Lohit basin.
VI. Habitat: Fast-flowing Himalayan rivers with undisturbed riparian forests and rocky riverbeds.
VII. Diet: Primarily fish; hunts in shallow water using an ambush strategy.
VIII. Altitude: Up to about 1,500 m above sea level.
IX. Major threats: Hydropower projects, habitat loss, altered river flow, removal of river boulders, pollution and 
human disturbance.
X. Significance: One of the world’s rarest herons and an important indicator of healthy Himalayan river 
ecosystems.





1. Context (GS I – Population & Associated Issues | GS II – Health, Women & Children | GS III – Human Resource Development)
The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Demographic Futures Survey 2025 highlights that while Indian youth continue to aspire 
for marriage and parenthood, socio-economic, gender and environmental factors are reshaping the timing and size of families.

2. Key Findings
I. Family aspirations remain strong
* Most young Indians still prefer marriage and children, with two children emerging as the ideal family size.
* India’s Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has declined to 2.0, below the replacement level (2.1), reflecting demographic transition rather than 
rejection of family life.

II. Economic security shapes fertility decisions
* Financial stability, affordable housing, secure employment and the cost of raising children are the primary determinants of family 
formation.
* Demographic choices are increasingly influenced by economic opportunities and social security.

III. Gender equality is critical for demographic outcomes
* Women continue to shoulder a disproportionate burden of unpaid care work and have significantly lower labour force participation.
* Greater sharing of caregiving responsibilities, quality childcare and family-friendly workplaces are essential to enable informed 
reproductive choices.

IV. Demographic transition is becoming more complex
* Climate change, mental health concerns, economic uncertainty and regional demographic variations are influencing fertility 
behaviour.
* Wide inter-State differences in fertility indicate that State-specific demographic policies are more effective than a one-size-fits-all 
national approach.



3. UPSC Value Addition
I. Important Data
* UNFPA Demographic Futures Survey: Over 1.08 lakh respondents across 73 countries.
* India’s youth population (15–24 years): 255 million.
* TFR: 2.0 (Replacement level: 2.1).
* State variation: Bihar (2.7) | Sikkim (1.0).

II. Policy Priorities
* Improve women’s labour force participation.
* Expand affordable childcare and parental support.
* Generate quality employment for youth.
* Strengthen reproductive healthcare and mental health services.





1. Context (GS II – Governance & Civil Society | GS III – Inclusive Growth)
I. India is witnessing a transition towards a self-reliant philanthropic ecosystem, with domestic giving becoming the dominant source of social 
sector funding. The objective is to strengthen philanthropy while ensuring transparency, accountability and national security.

2. UPSC Value Addition
I. Sources of Philanthropy in India
* Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
* Family and Individual Philanthropy
* Community & Religious Giving
* Foreign Philanthropic Contributions
* Digital Giving Platforms

II. Relevant Laws
* Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 2010: Regulates the acceptance and utilisation of foreign contributions by individuals, NGOs 
and associations to ensure transparency and safeguard national interests.
* Companies Act, 2013 (Section 135): Mandates Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) spending by eligible companies on specified social 
development activities.
* Income Tax Act, 1961 (Section 80G): Provides tax deductions for donations made to eligible charitable institutions, encouraging domestic 
philanthropy.

III. Important Data
* Domestic private philanthropy: ₹1.18 lakh crore annually.
* Foreign philanthropic inflows: ~₹22,000 crore annually.
* CSR spending: Over ₹40,000 crore annually.
* Around 6 lakh NGOs are registered on NGO Darpan, while only ~14,500 have active FCRA registration.



3. Key Points
I. Domestic philanthropy has become the primary pillar of India’s social sector funding, 
reducing dependence on foreign contributions.

II. A balanced regulatory framework should ensure national security while enabling 
credible civil society organisations to function effectively through predictable and 
proportionate compliance.

III. Broadening the donor base through improved tax incentives, digital giving, 
donations of appreciated assets and greater citizen participation can strengthen 
domestic philanthropy.

IV. A robust, transparent and accountable philanthropic ecosystem can complement 
government efforts in education, healthcare, livelihoods and rural development, 
thereby promoting inclusive and sustainable development.





1. Context (GS II – Education | GS II – Social Sector Development)
The latest All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 2023–24 reports a decline in undergraduate enrolment for the 
first time since 2011, despite an overall rise in higher education enrolment and Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER).

2. UPSC Value Addition
I. All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE)
* Annual survey conducted by the Ministry of Education.
* India’s primary database for higher education covering enrolment, institutions, faculty, infrastructure and educational 
outcomes.

II. Important Data
* Overall higher education enrolment: 4.50 crore (+3.7 lakh; +0.8% over 2022–23).
* Undergraduate enrolment: 3.45 crore, down by 93,000 (0.27%)—the first decline since 2011.
* Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER): Increased from 29.5 to 30.02.
* Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) covered: Increased from 56,180 to 59,533.
* Male UG enrolment: Declined by 2.2%.
* Female UG enrolment: Increased by 1.8%.
* Largest decline in UG enrolment: Maharashtra (-6%) and Uttar Pradesh (-3%).
* Largest increase in UG enrolment: Tamil Nadu (+1.6 lakh).
* Programme-wise decline: Arts, Science and Commerce; Medical Sciences registered a marginal increase.





1. Context (GS II – International Relations | GS III – Indian Economy – International Trade)
Ongoing geopolitical conflicts in West Asia and Eastern Europe have delayed India’s Free Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations with the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), Israel and the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), affecting trade partnerships accounting for nearly 20% of India’s total merchandise trade.

2. UPSC Value Addition
I. Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
* Established: 1981
* Headquarters: Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
* Members: Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
* Objective: Promote economic, political and security cooperation among Gulf countries.

II. Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)
* Established: 2015
* Headquarters: Moscow, Russia (Eurasian Economic Commission)
* Members: Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Armenia and Kyrgyzstan.
* Objective: Ensure free movement of goods, services, capital and labour among member states.

III. Important Data
* Trade with GCC: US$178.7 billion (≈14.7% of India’s total trade).
* Trade with EAEU: US$60.7 billion (≈5%).
* Trade with Israel: US$3.9 billion.
* Total trade affected: US$243.3 billion, accounting for ~20% of India’s total trade.

3. Key Points
I. Geopolitical conflicts have disrupted physical negotiations, delaying the conclusion of FTAs despite continued technical-level discussions.
II. The India–GCC FTA is strategically important as it would provide Indian exporters wider market access across all six Gulf countries through a single agreement.
III. Delays in the India–Israel and India–EAEU FTAs may affect India’s efforts to diversify export markets, strengthen supply chains and improve economic resilience.
IV. Timely conclusion of these FTAs would enhance India’s trade competitiveness, attract investment and support its objective of deeper integration into global value 
chains.






