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Context [GS-I: Indian Society & Culture | GS-II: Governance & 
Youth]
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, while launching former President 
Ram Nath Kovind’s autobiography, Triumph of the Indian Republic: 
My Life, My Struggles, encouraged young people to move beyond 
the culture of short-form digital content and engage with books 
and autobiographies. Kovind’s life journey—from his humble 
beginnings to becoming President of India (2017–2022)—provides 
insights into perseverance, public service, constitutional 
institutions and India’s democratic journey. The discussion also 
highlights the importance of deeper reading and historical 
perspectives for informed youth engagement in the digital age.





Context [GS-III: Indian Economy – Inflation]
India’s retail inflation, measured through the Consumer Price Index (CPI), rose to 4.45% in July 2026, a 19-month high, mainly due to rising 
food and fuel-related prices.

1. CPI — Basics
● Consumer Price Index (CPI): Measures the change in prices of a representative basket of goods and services purchased by households; it 
is the principal measure of retail inflation in India.
● Ministry: CPI is compiled by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) through the National Statistical Office (NSO).
● Base year: The latest CPI series uses 2024 = 100 as the base year.
● Coverage: It covers rural and urban consumers, with a combined CPI used for the national inflation rate.
● Major components: Food & beverages, housing, clothing & footwear, fuel & light, household goods, health, transport, education and 
recreation, among others.

2. Latest Inflation Data
● CPI inflation: 4.45% (July 2026) — up from 4.38% (June).
● Food inflation: 5.52%, making food the major source of upward pressure.
● Rural vs Urban: 4.84% rural and 3.96% urban inflation.
● RBI target: 4%, with a tolerance band of 2–6% under the flexible inflation-targeting framework.

3. Why Inflation Increased?
● Food prices: Fresh increases in onion, ginger and pulses, while global edible-oil prices remained elevated.
● Weather: Excess rainfall and crop damage may reduce supply and push up prices, particularly of pulses.
● Fuel costs: Higher fuel prices increased transportation and food-service costs; restaurants and accommodation inflation rose to 7.7%.
● Global factors: West Asian geopolitical tensions and elevated global commodity prices added to domestic price pressures.





Context [GS-III: Energy Security | Agriculture | Environment | Economy]
India has achieved 20% ethanol blending with petrol (E20) in 2025–26, five years ahead of the earlier 2030 target. The Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) 
Programme aims to reduce crude-oil dependence, save foreign exchange, support farmers and lower emissions, but its long-term sustainability 
depends on balancing energy, food, water and consumer interests. 

1. E20: Why India is Pursuing It
● Energy security: India imports around 88.5% of its crude oil; ethanol substitutes a part of petroleum demand and reduces exposure to global oil-
price and geopolitical shocks.
● Economic gains: Since ESY 2014–15, ethanol blending has reportedly enabled ₹1.9 lakh crore+ foreign-exchange savings, substituted about 310 
lakh metric tonnes of crude oil and generated ₹1.6 lakh crore+ in farmer payments. 
● Capacity expansion: Ethanol production capacity increased from 421 crore litres in 2014 to nearly 2,000 crore litres in 2026, making the E20 
mandate technically more feasible. 

2. The Core Challenge: Food, Water & Fuel
● Feedstock: Ethanol is produced from sugarcane, maize, rice and other feedstocks. Greater dependence on food crops can create a food-versus-
fuel trade-off.
● Cropping pattern: Attractive assured demand for maize can encourage farmers to shift land away from pulses and oilseeds, potentially increasing 
future import dependence for these essential crops.
● Water: Sugarcane is water-intensive; therefore, ethanol expansion needs to account for regional water stress and sustainable cropping patterns.
● Diversification: Second-generation (2G) ethanol, produced from agricultural residues and other non-food biomass, can reduce competition with 
food production.

3. Vehicle & Consumer Dimension
● Compatibility: Vehicles manufactured after April 2023 are designed for E20, but a large legacy E5/E10 fleet remains in use.
● Mileage: Ethanol has lower energy density than petrol; studies indicate around 2–6% lower fuel efficiency in some vehicles designed for E10.
● Transition: E20 therefore requires a gradual vehicle transition, transparent information on compatibility, mileage and maintenance, and adequate 
testing of older vehicles.



4. Economic & Global Dimension
● Cost: Ethanol is not automatically cheaper than petrol; for example, the government’s procurement price 
for maize-based ethanol is about ₹71.86/litre, before taxes and logistics. 
● United States: The United States has a large corn-ethanol industry, but India has clarified that it has made 
no commitment to import U.S. ethanol for fuel blending under ongoing trade talks; India’s E20 requirement 
is intended to be met through domestic production. 
● Energy transition: E20 should complement—not replace—electric mobility, public transport, green 
hydrogen and other low-carbon transport options.

5. Making E20 Sustainable
● Feedstock diversification: Expand 2G ethanol and agricultural-residue-based production rather than 
relying excessively on food crops.
● Food–energy balance: Ethanol policy must not undermine pulses, oilseeds, food availability or water 
security.
● Consumer protection: Ensure E20-compatible vehicles, transparent mileage information and safeguards 
for the legacy vehicle fleet.
● Evidence-based expansion: Future increases beyond E20 should follow scientific testing, feedstock 
availability and lifecycle environmental assessment, rather than blending targets alone.



Mains to Editorial Initiative — Day 6
What are the major benefits of E20 ethanol blending in India, 
and what challenges does it face?
(150 words | 10 marks)

भारत में E20 इथेनॉल मिश्रण के प्रमुख लाभ क्या हैं और इसके सामने कौन-सी प्रमुख 
चुनौतियाँ हैं?
(150 शब्द | 10 अंक)





Context [GS-II: Judiciary | Criminal Justice | Fundamental Rights]
The Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, which replaced the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, has altered the framework of 
arrest and remand. In The State of Andhra Pradesh v. Suda Suresh Veera Venkata Naga Raju, the Supreme Court clarified the scope of police 
custody and safeguards available to arrested persons.

1. Key BNSS Provisions
● Section 58 — 24-hour safeguard: An arrested person cannot ordinarily be detained beyond 24 hours, excluding journey time, without 
production before a Magistrate and further authorisation.
● Section 187(2) — Police custody: Police custody remains capped at 15 days in total, but it can be taken in parts during the first 40 days of a 
60-day or 60 days of a 90-day detention period, depending on the offence.
● Section 38 — Advocate: An arrested person can meet an advocate of their choice during interrogation, but this does not mean the advocate 
has to remain continuously present throughout interrogation.

2. Supreme Court’s Clarification
● 15-day limit unchanged: The BNSS has not increased the maximum police custody; it has expanded the window for using the 15 days.
● Separate spells permitted: Police can seek custody at different stages when fresh evidence or investigative requirements justify it, subject 
to Magistrate approval.
● Earlier position: This differs from Central Bureau of Investigation v. Anupam J. Kulkarni (1992), under the earlier Code of Criminal 
Procedure, where police custody was confined to the first 15 days.

3. Constitutional Balance
● Investigation vs liberty: Greater investigative flexibility must operate within Article 21 (life and personal liberty) and Article 22 (protection 
against arbitrary arrest and detention).
● Judicial oversight: Magistrate authorisation remains the crucial safeguard against unnecessary or prolonged police custody.





Context [GS-III: Infrastructure | Railways | Public–Private Participation]
The Lucknow–Delhi–Lucknow Tejas Express will be branded as ‘Sprite Tejas Express’ 
after the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) awarded six-month 
train-branding rights to Sprite. This is commercial branding, not privatisation of the train.

Key Points
● First branded train: Train No. 82501/82502 will carry the Sprite brand at originating and 
en-route stations, making it the first Indian train to be named after a commercial brand.
● Non-fare revenue: The initiative allows IRCTC to generate additional revenue through 
advertising and branding, reducing dependence on passenger fares.
● Role of Indian Railways: The train continues to use Indian Railways’ tracks, stations and 
other infrastructure, for which IRCTC pays the applicable hauling charges.
● Significance: It represents greater commercialisation and non-fare revenue generation 
within the railway sector while keeping railway infrastructure under Indian Railways.





Context [GS-III: Energy Security | Environment | International Trade]
Germany has expressed interest in importing Green Hydrogen from India, highlighting India’s potential to use its renewable-energy 
resources for domestic decarbonisation and future clean-energy exports.

1. Green Hydrogen
● Green Hydrogen: Hydrogen produced by electrolysis of water using renewable electricity such as solar and wind, with very low 
emissions.
● Uses: Important for hard-to-abate sectors such as steel, fertilisers, chemicals, shipping and heavy industry.

2. National Green Hydrogen Mission
● Launched in 2023 with an outlay of ₹19,744 crore to develop India’s domestic Green Hydrogen ecosystem and make India a global 
production, use and export hub.
● 2030 targets: 5 million metric tonnes (MMT) → target for annual Green Hydrogen production by 2030 and around 125 GW renewable-
energy capacity, alongside investment, employment and emission-reduction gains.
● Domestic focus: Reduce fossil-fuel imports, decarbonise industries and create domestic demand; exports are an additional opportunity.

3. India–Germany Opportunity
● India: Renewable-energy potential and expanding Green Hydrogen production capacity.
● Germany: Industrial demand for clean hydrogen and technological expertise.
● Cooperation can therefore combine Indian renewable resources with German technology, investment and market demand.

4. Key Challenges
● High production cost, renewable-power requirements and water availability.
● Need for storage, transport, port infrastructure and international certification standards.


