Currently — 1 August 2026

1. 60,000 cross into Spain’s Ceuta, 57 die after breach — The Indian Express — Page
16 — Places in News; GS-Il (International Relations)

2. EU says it’s necessary to monitor high-risk Al systems — The Indian Express —
Page 16 — GS-Il (International Relations); GS-Ill (Science & Technology)

3. Cabinet approves Pradhan Mantri Surya Sarovar Yojana (PM-SSY) — Press
Information Bureau (PIB) — PIB Release — GS-Il (Government Schemes); GS-IlI
(Environment & Energy)

4. Cabinet okays ¥84,084-crore Samudra Manthan for offshore exploration — The
Hindu — Page 11— GS-Ill (Government Schemes); GS-Ill (Infrastructure & Energy)

5. Centre extends PM-Kisan for four more years, allocates ¥3.15 lakh crore — The
Hindu — Page 11 — GS-Il (Government Schemes); GS-Illl (Agriculture)

6. India slips to 81st in Henley Passport Index 2026 — Henley Passport Index — July
2026 Update — GS-Il (International Relations)
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1. Context

Around 60,000 migrants crossed from Morocco into Spain’s autonomous city of Ceuta,

triggering a humanitarian and border-security crisis. Spain termed the incident a violation of
its territorial integrity.

2. Ceuta, Spain
| Ceuta is an autonomous city of Spain located on the northern coast of Africa.
Il It shares a land border with Morocco and faces the Mediterranean Sea.

Il It lies near the Strait of Gibraltar, connecting the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean
Sea.

IV Along with Melilla, it forms the European Union’s only land border with Africa.

3. What is the Issue?
| Ceuta is a major gateway for irregular migration from Africa to Europe.
Il Spain exercises sovereignty over Ceuta, while Morocco claims the territory.

lll The territory remains a flashpoint for migration, border security, and Spain—-Morocco
relations.









Context (GS-II: International Relations; GS-Illl: Science & Technology) : The European Union has begun implementing key
provisions of its Artificial Intelligence Act (Al Act), strengthening transparency and oversight of high-risk Al systems
following recent Al safety incidents.

1. Artificial Intelligence Act (Al Act)

| Official Name: Regulation (EU) 2024/1689 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down harmonised rules on
artificial intelligence (Artificial Intelligence Act).

Il It is the world’s first comprehensive Al law, establishing a common legal framework for Al across the European Union.

lll The Act follows a risk-based approach, classifying Al systems into unacceptable risk, high risk, limited risk, and minimal
risk.

2. Key Provisions

| High-risk Al systems must undergo risk assessment, human oversight, cybersecurity safeguards, and continuous
monitoring.

Il Developers of general-purpose Al models must comply with transparency requirements, maintain technical
documentation, and respect copyright obligations.

lll Certain harmful Al practices, such as specific forms of social scoring and some biometric uses, are prohibited or strictly
regulated.

3. Why is it in News?
| The EU reiterated stricter monitoring after reported Al security incidents involving OpenAl and Anthropic.
Il New transparency provisions under the Al Act are coming into force, making the EU the global leader in Al regulation.












Context: (GS-II: Government Schemes; GS-lIl: Environment & Energy) The Union Cabinet has approved Pradhan Mantri
Surya Sarovar Yojana (PM-SSY) to promote Floating Solar Photovoltaic (FSPV) projects with Energy Storage Systems (ESS)
on reservoirs and inland water bodies.

1. Pradhan Mantri Surya Sarovar Yojana (PM-SSY)

| Nodal Ministry: Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE)

Il Total Outlay: X5,070 crore

lll Target: Develop 5,000 Megawatt (MW) of Floating Solar Photovoltaic (FSPV) capacity with 10,000 Megawatt-hour (MWh) of
Energy Storage Systems (ESS)

IV Implementation: FY 2026-27 to FY 2030-31

2. Key Features

| Central Financial Assistance (CFA): %1 crore per MW; up to 50 lakh per project for feasibility and environmental studies.
Il Applicable across all States and Union Territories (UTs).

lll Utilises reservoirs and inland water bodies, reducing land requirement while strengthening grid reliability through ESS.

3. Significance
| Supports India’s renewable energy and climate targets by reducing carbon emissions.

Il Promotes domestic manufacturing of solar photovoltaic modules, floating platforms, and energy storage systems under
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

lll Expected to create 16,000-17,000 full-time equivalent jobs and accelerate the clean energy transition.






Context: (GS-II: Government Schemes; GS-lll: Infrastructure & Energy) The Union Cabinet has approved the
National Offshore Exploration Scheme — Samudra Manthan to accelerate offshore oil and gas exploration,
strengthen India’s energy security, and attract private investment.

1. National Offshore Exploration Scheme — Samudra Manthan

| Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG)

Il Total Outlay: 84,084 crore

lll Implementation Period: Up to FY 2030-31

IV Target: Boost offshore hydrocarbon exploration and unlock over 600 Million Metric Tonnes of Oil Equivalent
(MMTOE) reserves.

2. Key Features

| Deepwater Exploration: Drilling of 60 deepwater exploration wells, with government support of up to 50% of
drilling cost or X675 crore per well.

Il Data Acquisition: 28,534 crore for offshore seismic and exploration data generation.

lll Infrastructure: Development of common offshore infrastructure and oil & gas manufacturing/service hubs.

3. Significance

| Enhances India’s energy security by increasing domestic oil and gas production.

Il Reduces exploration risk, encouraging private investment in the upstream petroleum sector.

lll Promotes domestic manufacturing, innovation, and employment in the offshore energy value chain.






Context: (GS-II: Government Schemes; GS-lll: Agriculture) The Union Cabinet has approved the continuation of the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) Scheme from 2026-27 to 2030-31 with a total outlay of X3.15 lakh
crore.

1. Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)

| Launched: February 2019

Il Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare

lll Financial Assistance: 36,000 per year to eligible farmer families in three equal instalments through Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT).

IV Outlay (2026-31): ¥3.15 lakh crore

2. Key Features

| Scheme extended for four years (2026-27 to 2030-31).

Il More than X4.47 lakh crore transferred through 23 instalments since launch.

Il Over 9.49 crore farmers benefited under the 23rd instalment, with assistance exceeding 318,984 crore.

3. Significance

| Provides direct income support for agricultural inputs such as seeds, fertilisers, irrigation, and farm machinery.
Il Reduces dependence on informal credit and improves farmers’ financial stability.

lll Enhances farm productivity, with women farmers accounting for a significant share of beneficiaries.






Context: (GS-II: International Relations) India has slipped to 81st in the latest Henley Passport Index
2026, reflecting the global travel mobility of Indian passport holders.

1. Henley Passport Index

| Published annually by Henley & Partners, using data from the International Air Transport Association
(IATA).

Il Ranks passports based on the number of destinations accessible without a prior visa (visa-free/visa-
on-arrival).

2. India’s Performance

| Rank: 81st

Il Travel Access: 55 destinations without a prior visa.
lll India was ranked 75th earlier in 2026.

3. Key Highlights
| Singapore ranks 1st with access to 192 destinations.
Il Japan, South Korea, and the United Arab Emirates jointly rank 2nd with access to 188 destinations.



