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1. CONTEXT [GS-I – World Geography | GS-III – Natural Resources]
 A gold-mine collapse at Zamboye, in the Abba area of Nana-Mambéré Prefecture, western 
Central African Republic, killed 100+ people, highlighting the risks of unsafe artisanal 
mining.

2. LOCATION IN NEWS — CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR)
● Central Africa | Capital: Bangui | Landlocked
● Neighbours: Cameroon, Chad, Sudan, South Sudan, Democratic Republic of the Congo 
and Republic of the Congo.
● Resources: Gold, diamonds, uranium and iron ore.

3. SPECIFIC LOCATION — NANA-MAMBÉRÉ
● Prefecture in western CAR; headquarters: Bouar.
● Zamboye → Abba → Nana-Mambéré → Western CAR → Cameroon border.
● Cameroon lies to the west of Nana-Mambéré.







1. CONTEXT [GS-II – International Relations | West Asia]
● The continuing Israel–Palestine conflict and Gaza crisis remain a major source of instability in West Asia, with the 
absence of a durable political settlement keeping Palestinian statehood and Israeli security at the centre of regional 
diplomacy.

2. CORE ISSUE — WHY DOES THE CONFLICT PERSIST?
● Unresolved statehood: A viable, sovereign Palestinian state alongside Israel remains unrealised.
● Security–sovereignty dilemma: Israel prioritises security and demilitarisation, while Palestinians seek self-determination 
and sovereignty.
● Territorial disputes: West Bank, Gaza, East Jerusalem, settlements and borders remain contested.
● Political fragmentation: The Palestinian Authority in the West Bank and Hamas in Gaza complicate unified Palestinian 
representation and governance.
● Regionalisation: The conflict is linked with Iran–Israel rivalry, Hezbollah and wider Arab–Israel relations, making it part of a 
broader regional-security problem.

3. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND — KEY MILESTONES
● Balfour Declaration (1917): British support for a Jewish national home in Palestine.
● UN Partition Plan (1947): Proposed separate Arab and Jewish states but was not implemented as envisaged.
● 1967 War: Israeli occupation of the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza became central to the dispute.
● Oslo Accords (1993): Israel and the PLO recognised each other and established the Palestinian Authority, but final-status 
issues remained unresolved.

Key lesson: Earlier initiatives created interim political arrangements but failed to resolve statehood, territory and security



4. CURRENT PEACE INITIATIVE — TRUMP’S BOARD OF PEACE
● Board of Peace: A US-led framework aimed at Gaza’s post-war governance, security and reconstruction.
● UNSC Resolution 2803 (2025): Provided international backing, including a transitional Palestinian 
administration and an International Stabilization Force.
● Core objective: Ceasefire → Reconstruction → Transitional governance → Political settlement
● Key limitation: Its success depends on resolving Hamas’s disarmament, Israeli security concerns and Gaza’s 
future political status.

Mains takeaway: Post-war stabilisation can manage the crisis; only a credible political settlement can resolve 
it.

5. WHAT WOULD MAKE PEACE SUSTAINABLE?
● Two-state framework: A viable and contiguous Palestinian state alongside Israel.
● Security guarantees: Reconcile Israeli security with Palestinian sovereignty.
● Legitimate governance: Strengthen accountable Palestinian institutions capable of governing Gaza and the 
West Bank.
● Reconstruction: Restore infrastructure, healthcare, education and livelihoods in Gaza.
● Regional diplomacy: Connect Arab–Israel normalisation with meaningful progress towards Palestinian 
statehood.
● Effective mediation: Combine US leverage, Arab influence and UN legitimacy.



EDITORIALS TO MAINS ANSWER INITIATIVE — DAY 12

What are the major challenges to achieving sustainable 
peace in West Asia? Suggest measures to address them.
[10 Marks | 150 Words]

पश्चिम एशिया में सतत शांति प्राप्त करने की प्रमुख चुनौतियाँ क्या हैं? इनसे 
निपटने के उपाय सुझाइए।
[10 अंक | 150 शब्द]





1. CONTEXT [GS-II – International Relations | GS-III – Environment]
A recent Parliamentary Standing Committee report on India’s Role and Presence in the Arctic and Antarctic Regions has highlighted 
a gap between India’s growing Arctic interests and its limited institutional, financial and technological capabilities. 

2. WHY IS THE ARCTIC IMPORTANT FOR INDIA?
● Climate & monsoon: Arctic warming can influence atmospheric circulation and the Indian monsoon, affecting agriculture, water 
and food security.
● Sea-level rise: Accelerated Arctic ice melt contributes to global sea-level rise, posing long-term risks to India’s 11,098-km coastline 
and coastal population.
● Emerging maritime route: Melting sea ice is increasing the navigability of the Arctic Ocean, making the Northern Sea Route (NSR) 
strategically relevant for global shipping and India’s connectivity with Europe.
● Energy & critical minerals: The Arctic holds significant energy resources and critical minerals, creating potential implications for 
India’s long-term supply-chain security.
● Geopolitics: The Arctic is increasingly a zone of competition involving Russia, the US, China and other Arctic states, making it 
relevant to India’s strategic interests.

3. INDIA’S EXISTING PRESENCE
● Svalbard Treaty (1920): India was among the original signatories, giving Indians treaty-based rights to access Svalbard and 
undertake certain commercial activities.
● Himadri: India established its permanent Arctic research station at Ny-Ålesund, Svalbard, Norway, in 2008. India is one of only two 
developing countries with a permanent scientific presence in the Arctic. 
● Arctic Council: India has been an Observer since 2013, enabling participation in working groups but not decision-making.
● Arctic Policy, 2022: Provides the broad framework for India’s engagement, centred on science, climate, environmental protection, 
economic cooperation and governance.



4. THE CORE GAP — INTEREST VS CAPABILITY
● Low funding: India spent only ₹17.53 crore on Arctic activities in 2024–25, according to the parliamentary committee—
less than one-tenth of its Antarctica expenditure. 
● Institutional fragmentation: Arctic-related responsibilities are spread across multiple divisions, making a coherent 
national strategy difficult.
● No dedicated senior leadership: The committee recommended a Polar Ambassador to coordinate India’s polar 
diplomacy. 
● Research-vessel deficit: India’s dedicated Polar Research Vessel, sanctioned in 2014, remains pending; this limits 
independent access to Arctic waters and research. 
● Capability gap vis-à-vis China: China has developed stronger polar infrastructure and operates several polar-capable 
vessels, demonstrating the importance of maritime and technological capability.

5. WAY FORWARD — FROM POLICY TO CAPABILITY
● Strengthen institutions: Appoint a Polar Ambassador and establish better inter-ministerial coordination.
● Build research capacity: Expedite an indigenous Polar Research Vessel; consider interim charter/acquisition of an ice-
capable vessel.
● Increase investment: Align Arctic funding with India’s climate, economic and strategic interests.
● Deepen partnerships: Expand cooperation with Arctic and Nordic countries in science, climate research, maritime 
technology and critical minerals.
● Maintain a rules-based approach: Pursue Arctic engagement through international law, environmental sustainability 
and Arctic Council mechanisms.





1. CONTEXT [GS-II – Fundamental Rights | Personal Laws]
The Supreme Court is examining a fresh challenge to polygamy under Muslim Personal Law, raising the constitutional question of how religious 
freedom can be balanced with equality, dignity and gender justice.

2. WHAT IS THE ISSUE?
● The petitioners have challenged Section 2 of the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937, to the extent that it requires Muslim 
Personal Law (Shariat) to be applied as the “rule of decision” in matters including marriage and dissolution of marriage, thereby giving legal 
recognition to personal-law practices such as polygamy, which they contend violate the constitutional guarantees of equality, non-
discrimination and dignity under Articles 14, 15 and 21.
● They contend that polygamy violates Articles 14, 15 and 21 and seek its abolition.
● The petitions also seek stronger safeguards such as compulsory registration of marriages and divorces and protection of women and children 
from the consequences of subsequent marriages.

3. THE CORE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION
The issue lies at the intersection of: Article 25 — Freedom of religion versus Articles 14, 15 & 21 — Equality, non-discrimination and dignity
● Article 25 is not absolute and is subject to public order, morality, health and other Fundamental Rights.
● The key question is whether polygamy enjoys protection as an essential religious practice, or whether it can be regulated in the interest of 
gender equality and dignity.
● Article 44 adds the wider dimension of reforming personal laws through the idea of a Uniform Civil Code.

4. PREVIOUS JUDICIAL DEVELOPMENTS
● Sarla Mudgal (1995): Conversion to Islam cannot be used by a Hindu husband to circumvent the existing marriage and contract another 
marriage.
● Lily Thomas (2000): Reaffirmed that conversion does not automatically dissolve the existing Hindu marriage.
● Shayara Bano (2017): The Supreme Court invalidated instant triple talaq, strengthening the debate over constitutional scrutiny of 
discriminatory personal-law practices.
Important: The earlier cases do not directly decide the constitutional validity of polygamy itself.





1. CONTEXT [Prelims – Economy | Steel & Coal]
Rising global coking-coal prices are putting pressure on Indian steelmakers, as India is the world’s second-largest crude steel producer 
but depends on imports for about 95% of its coking-coal requirement. 

2. INDIA’S POSITION
● Steel: India is the 2nd-largest crude steel producer globally, after China, with domestic steel demand rising due to infrastructure and 
economic growth.
● Coking coal: It is essential for the blast-furnace route of steelmaking. It is converted into coke, which provides heat and acts as a 
reducing agent.
● Import dependence: Around 95% of India’s coking-coal requirement is imported, with Australia supplying at least half. 
● Cost importance: Coking coal accounts for nearly 40% of steel-production costs in blast-furnace-based production.
● Policy response: In January 2026, India classified coking coal as a Critical and Strategic Mineral under the MMDR framework to 
accelerate exploration and mining and reduce import dependence. 

3. IMPACT ON INDIA
● Margin squeeze: Steelmakers have limited scope to raise steel prices because of competition from relatively cheaper Chinese steel.
● Capacity expansion: Persistently high input costs could reduce investment and delay new steel-capacity expansion.
● Import vulnerability: Higher prices and India’s heavy import dependence expose the steel sector to global commodity shocks, 
geopolitical disruptions and freight volatility.
● Growing import requirement: India’s coking-coal imports are expected to rise by 2–3 million tonnes in 2026–27, from about 64 million 
tonnes the previous year. 
● Supply-source pattern: Australia remains the dominant supplier; Russia, Mozambique and the US are also important sources, while 
India is exploring additional supplies such as from Mongolia.




