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1. Vande Mataram and the Right to Dissent 
Source: The Hindu | GS: GS-II — Indian Constitution, Fundamental Rights, National Symbols 

Context: The Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) 
Act, 2026 has extended statutory protection to Vande Mataram, bringing 
the National Song under the same Section 3 protection that already applied 
to the National Anthem. The amendment makes it an offence to 
intentionally prevent the singing of Vande Mataram or cause 
disturbance to an assembly engaged in its singing.  

The controversy also concerns the full six-stanza version of Vande Mataram and the 
constitutional boundary between protecting national honour and compelling individual 
participation. 

Mains Perspective 

I. Historical Background 

1. Composition: Vande Mataram was composed by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee 
(Chattopadhyay) and first published on 7 November 1875 in Bangadarshan. It was later 
incorporated into his novel Anandamath (1882).  

2. Freedom Movement: It became an important symbol of the national movementand acquired 
particular significance during the Swadeshi Movement of 1905. 

3. First Public Singing: Rabindranath Tagore first sang it at the 1896 Indian National 
Congress session in Calcutta. 

4. National Song: On 24 January 1950, Dr Rajendra Prasad stated that Vande Mataram, 
because of its historic role in the freedom struggle, would receive equal honour with Jana 
Gana Mana. Thus, Jana Gana Mana became the National Anthem and Vande Mataram the 
National Song. 

5. Two-Stanza Practice: In 1937, the Congress adopted the practice of using the first two 
stanzas for public/official occasions amid concerns over religious references in the later 
stanzas. 

II. What Has Changed Recently? 



1. 1971 Act: The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 provided statutory 
protection against specified forms of insult to national symbols and, under Section 3, dealt with 
prevention or disturbance of the National Anthem. 

2. 2026 Amendment: The Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Act, 2026 
amended Section 3 to cover both Jana Gana Mana and Vande Mataram. Intentionally 
preventing their singing or causing disturbance to an assembly engaged in their singing is now 
covered by the provision.  

3. Six-Stanza Issue: The government has also moved towards using the complete six-stanza 
version in specified official functions. This has revived the historical debate over the 1937 
two-stanza practice.  

4. Important Distinction: Legal protection from disruption is not the same as compelling 
every citizen to sing. The central constitutional question is therefore whether regulation of a 
national symbol crosses into compelled expression. 

III. Constitutional Significance 

1. Right to Dissent — Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of speech and expression provides the 
principal constitutional basis for the right to dissent, subject to reasonable restrictions under 
Article 19(2). 

2. Freedom of Conscience — Article 25: Article 25 protects freedom of conscience, allowing 
individuals to act according to sincerely held beliefs, subject to constitutional limitations. 

3. Bijoe Emmanuel Judgment, 1986: The Supreme Court protected students who 
respectfully stood during the National Anthem but did not sing it because of their beliefs. 
The key principle is that respectful non-participation is not automatically disrespect. 

4. Fundamental Duty — Article 51A(a): Citizens have a fundamental duty to abide by the 
Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National Flag and the National 
Anthem. This reinforces respect for national symbols but must be understood alongside 
fundamental rights. 

IV. Core Constitutional Issue 

1. Protection vs Compulsion: The State has a legitimate interest in preventing deliberate 
disruption or insult, but protection of a national symbol does not automatically mean 
compulsory individual participation. 

2. Patriotism and Pluralism: Constitutional patriotism should allow diversity of belief and 
respectful dissent rather than equating patriotism with a single prescribed form of expression. 

3. Reasonable Restrictions: Any restriction on expression must satisfy the constitutional test of 
Article 19(2) and cannot be justified merely by invoking nationalism. 



V. Way Forward 

1. Protect, Not Coerce: Prevent deliberate disruption of national symbols while respecting 
genuine freedom of conscience. 

2. Follow Constitutional Precedent: Apply the principle of Bijoe Emmanuel where genuine 
conscience-based non-participation is involved. 

3. Build Constitutional Patriotism: Encourage respect for national symbols through civic 
education and constitutional values, rather than excessive coercion. 



 



2. UKMTO: Strengthening Maritime Security and Freedom 
of Navigation 
Source: The Hindu | GS: GS-II — International Relations | GS-III — Maritime Security 

Context: The United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO), 
established to combat piracy, has evolved into an important 
maritime-security information and coordination mechanism for 
commercial vessels. Its significance has increased amid threats to shipping 
in the Strait of Hormuz, Red Sea, Gulf of Aden and wider Indian Ocean. 

Mains Perspective 

I. Evolution and Role of UKMTO 

1. From Anti-Piracy to Wider Maritime Security: Established in 2001, UKMTO initially 
focused on piracy, particularly around Somalia. It has now become a trusted source of verified 
maritime-security information. 

2. Early Warning Mechanism: Ships can voluntarily report their movements and incidents, 
enabling UKMTO to issue warnings and advisories about emerging threats. 

3. Emergency Coordination: Its 24/7 reporting system allows vessels tcommunicate during 
emergencies and helps coordinate appropriate responses. 

4. Freedom of Navigation: By improving information flow between commercial vessels and 
security authorities, UKMTO helps ships navigate dangerous waters and supports the continuity 
of maritime trade. 

II. Why It Matters for India 

1. Strategic Sea Lanes: The UKMTO reporting area includes the Persian Gulf, Gulf of Oman, 
Arabian Sea, Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, all important for India’s maritime and economic 
interests. 

2. Energy Security: Any disruption around the Strait of Hormuz, a major energy-shipping 
chokepoint, can affect India’s energy supplies and shipping costs. 

3. Indian Seafarers: Timely maritime warnings are important for protecting Indian crews 
working on commercial vessels operating in high-risk waters. 



4. Maritime Domain Awareness: UKMTO highlights the importance of real-time 
information-sharing and surveillance alongside conventional naval capabilities. 

III. Emerging Maritime Security Challenges 

1. Geopolitical Conflicts: Maritime threats are increasingly linked to regional conflicts rather 
than piracy alone, as demonstrated by attacks on commercial vessels around West Asia. 

2. Non-State Actors: Houthi attacks have shown how non-state actors can disrupt major 
international shipping routes, particularly around the Red Sea and Bab-el-Mandeb. 

3. Vulnerable Chokepoints: Disruption at Hormuz or Bab-el-Mandeb can affect global trade 
and energy flows well beyond the immediate region. 

IV. India’s Way Forward 

1. Strengthen Maritime Domain Awareness: Improve India’s capacity to monitor shipping 
movements and identify emerging threats across the Indian Ocean Region. 

2. Enhance Information-Sharing: Deepen cooperation with international maritime-security 
mechanisms such as UKMTO. 

3. Protect Sea Lines of Communication: Maintain adequate surveillance and naval 
preparedness around critical maritime routes and chokepoints. 

4. Protect Seafarers: Strengthen emergency communication, evacuation and assistance 
mechanisms for Indian crews in conflict-prone waters. 

Prelims Connect — Key Facts 
1. UKMTO: United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations, established in 2001 as a Royal 
Navy-supported organisation. 

2. Headquarters: Operations were moved to Portsmouth, UK, in 2014. 

3. Voluntary Reporting Area (VRA): Covers approximately 2.5 million sq miles and includes 
the Red Sea, Arabian Sea, Gulf of Aden, Gulf of Oman, Persian Gulf and north-western 
Indian Ocean. 

4. Reporting Mechanism: UKMTO operates 24/7 telephone and email channels through 
which vessels report movements, incidents and emergencies. 

 

 





3. UPI at 10: Transforming India’s Digital Payments 
Source: The Hindu | GS: GS-III — Economy, Digital Public Infrastructure, Financial Inclusion 

Context: The Unified Payments Interface (UPI) completed 10 years on 
25 August 2026. Over the decade, it has transformed India’s digital 
payments ecosystem, with transaction volume rising nearly 13,000-fold. 

Basic Information 

1. What is UPI?​
 UPI is a real-time, interoperable digital payment system that enables instant transfer of 
money between bank accounts through a single interface. 

2. Who Operates It?​
 UPI was launched by the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) on 25 August 
2016. 

3. How Does It Work?​
 It enables both peer-to-peer (P2P) and peer-to-merchant (P2M) payments through 
participating banks and payment applications. 

4. Why Is It Different?​
 Its key features are interoperability, real-time settlement and seamless transactions, 
allowing users of different banks and applications to transact with each other. 

Mains Perspective 

I. UPI’s Transformation 

1. Unprecedented Scale: Transactions increased from 1.78 crore in FY17 to over 24,162 
crore in FY26 — around a 13,000-fold rise. 

2. Rising Transaction Value: Transaction value increased from ₹0.07 lakh crore to about 
₹314 lakh crore during the same period — over a 4,000-fold increase. 

3. Digital Public Infrastructure: UPI has become a major pillar of India’s Digital Public 
Infrastructure (DPI) by providing an interoperable payment layer. 

II. Developmental Significance 

1. Financial Inclusion: Simple and low-friction digital payments have expanded access to 
formal financial services. 



2. Economic Formalisation: Greater digital transactions can reduce cash dependence, 
improve transaction records and encourage participation in the formal economy. 

3. Wider Digital Participation: UPI has enabled individuals, small merchants and businesses 
to participate more easily in the digital economy. 

4. Global Footprint: UPI is currently operational in 11 countries, giving India an opportunity to 
promote its digital-payment architecture internationally. 

III. Challenges 

1. Cybersecurity: The enormous scale of transactions increases exposure to fraud and cyber 
threats. 

2. Digital Divide: Smartphone access, internet connectivity and digital literacy remain important 
prerequisites for universal adoption. 

3. Reliability: As UPI becomes central to everyday transactions, maintaining resilience and 
uninterrupted availability is crucial. 

IV. Way Forward 

1. Strengthen Cybersecurity: Improve fraud detection, authentication and consumer 
protection. 

2. Ensure Inclusion: Expand digital literacy and connectivity so that the benefits reach digitally 
excluded groups. 

3. Build Resilience: Ensure UPI remains secure, scalable, interoperable and reliable as 
transaction volumes grow. 

4. Expand Internationally: Leverage UPI’s global adoption to strengthen India’s role in digital 
financial infrastructure. 



 



4. India’s Neighbourhood Policy: Need for a Strategic 
Reset 
Source: Mint |  GS: GS-II — India and its Neighbourhood 

Context: India’s neighbourhood is undergoing rapid political, economic 
and strategic change. India’s growing economic weight gives it greater 
capacity to shape regional prosperity, but this requires moving from a 
predominantly security/China-centric approach towards 
neighbour-centric, economically integrated diplomacy. 

I. Why the Neighbourhood Matters 

1. Security: A peaceful periphery is essential for India’s border security, regional stability 
and strategic interests; this is also the rationale behind Neighbourhood First.  

2. Economic Opportunity: India’s economic expansion can create markets, investment and 
connectivity opportunities for neighbouring economies. 

3. Development Partnership: India already has substantial economic stakes in the region—for 
example, India’s FY2025-26 merchandise exports were about $10.59 billion to Bangladesh, 
$7.45 billion to Nepal and $5.52 billion to Sri Lanka.  

4. Regional Connectivity: Energy, transport, trade and people-to-people links can convert 
geographical proximity into economic interdependence. 

II. Problems with the Existing Approach 

1. China-Centric Lens: Viewing neighbours mainly through Chinese influence can 
overshadow their own aspirations and developmental priorities. 

2. Asymmetric Power: India’s much larger economy creates a perception of an unequal 
relationship; hence, smaller neighbours need greater sensitivity and policy flexibility. 

3. Coercive Instruments: Excessive use of trade or transit restrictions may secure short-term 
leverage but can create long-term distrust. 

4. Low Regional Integration: Intra-regional trade in South Asia remains only around 5–6%, far 
below the potential of a geographically contiguous region.  

III. What the Strategic Reset Should Mean 



1. Neighbour-Centric Diplomacy: Engage each country on its own interests and future 
prospects, rather than primarily as part of India’s competition with China. 

2. Enlightened Self-Interest: Concessions should be seen as strategic investments, not 
charity—greater connectivity and market access can create long-term Indian influence. 

3. Development + Connectivity: Align India’s capabilities with neighbours’ 
needs—hydropower, markets, water, energy, transit and infrastructure—to create shared 
gains. 

4. Asymmetric Accommodation: India’s greater capacity should allow it to offer asymmetric 
but mutually beneficial arrangements, consistent with the established Neighbourhood First 
approach.  

IV. Way Forward 

1. Build Interdependence: Prioritise trade, transit, energy grids, digital connectivity and 
cross-border infrastructure. 

2. Reduce Unnecessary Barriers: Make movement of goods, people, energy and services 
easier wherever security considerations permit. 

3. Respect Strategic Autonomy: Treat neighbours as partners with agency, not as states 
whose choices must be managed. 

4. Use Economic Strength Strategically: India has already extended about $7.86 billion in 
Lines of Credit to Bangladesh, $1.65 billion to Nepal, over $2 billion to Sri Lanka and 
$1.43 billion to Maldives; such development partnerships can be leveraged for deeper regional 
integration.  

5. Strengthen Regional Platforms: Complement bilateral diplomacy with SAARC, BIMSTEC 
and other regional mechanisms wherever they can advance connectivity and economic 
cooperation. 



 

5. India’s Youth Employment Problem: Beyond 
Unemployment 
Source: The Indian Express — Explained | GS: GS-III — Employment, Human Resources, 
Inclusive Growth 

Context: Recent youth protests have brought unemployment and the 
quality of employment back into focus. Although India’s official 
Unemployment Rate (UER) has declined, the article argues that UER 



alone gives an incomplete picture because it misses discouraged 
workers, underemployment, educated youth unemployment and 
young people outside employment, education or training. 

I. What the Employment Data Shows 
1. UER Has Fallen: UER declined from 6.1% in 2017-18 to 3.1% in 2025, suggesting 
improvement in headline unemployment. 

2. Youth Remains More Vulnerable: For 15–29-year-olds, unemployment fell from around 
18% in 2017-18 to about 10% in 2022-23, but remained much higher than the overall rate. 

3. Education Does Not Guarantee Employment: Graduate unemployment among those 
below 25 years increased from 35% in 1983 to 39% in 2023; among graduates aged 25–29, it 
rose from 12% to 20%. 

4. Growing Workforce: India’s workforce increased from 43.3 crore in 2017-18 to 61.6 crore 
in 2025, creating an enormous requirement for productive employment. 

II. The Bigger Problem: Quality of Jobs 
1. Employment vs Productive Employment: Falling unemployment does not necessarily 
mean good jobs. Much of the recent employment increase has been concentrated in 
agriculture and self-employment, raising concerns about earnings and productivity. 

2. Agricultural Absorption: Of the 83 lakh jobs added in 2021-22 and 2023-24, around 40 
million were in agriculture, according to the article’s cited State of Working India analysis. 

3. Women’s Employment: Women’s workforce participation increased substantially, but much 
of the rise has occurred through own-account work, while salaried employment has grown 
much less. 

4. Earnings Remain a Concern: The expansion of employment must be judged not merely by 
the number of jobs but by wages, security, productivity and working conditions. 

III. Why UER Alone Can Mislead 
1. Discouraged Workers: People who stop searching for jobs leave the labour force and 
therefore may not be counted as unemployed. 

2. Underemployment: A person may be employed but working fewer hours, below their skill 
level or in low-productivity work. 



3. Women Outside the Labour Force: Social norms, care responsibilities and other barriers 
can keep women outside the labour force; their absence is not reflected in the UER. 

4. NEET Youth: A person outside both employment and education can remain largely invisible 
in conventional unemployment statistics. 

IV. The “Other NEET” Problem 
1. Scale: According to the data cited in the article, around 25% of Indian youth are NEET. 

2. Absolute Magnitude: With India’s youth population estimated at around 36.8 crore, this 
translates to approximately 9.2 crore young people. 

3. Lost Demographic Dividend: NEET youth represent a loss of human capital, productivity 
and future earnings, particularly when prolonged disengagement occurs. 

4. Beyond Unemployment: NEET captures a wider problem—young people who are neither 
acquiring skills nor participating in the labour market. 

V. What India Needs 
1. Quality Non-Farm Jobs: Expand manufacturing and productive services to absorb 
educated and young workers rather than relying excessively on agriculture. 

2. Education-to-Employment Link: Align higher education, vocational training and skill 
development with actual industry demand. 

3. Better Measurement: Assess labour-market health through UER + LFPR + NEET + wages 
+ job quality, rather than UER alone. 

4. Productive Women’s Employment: Ensure that rising female participation translates into 
stable, remunerative and productive employment, not merely self-employment. 

5. Youth-Centric Employment Policy: Address the transition from education → skills → 
employment, particularly for graduates entering the labour market. 



 

6. Nuclear Energy: Powering India’s Clean-Energy Future 
Source: The Statesman| GS: GS-III — Energy, Environment, Science & Technology 

Context: India is seeking to expand nuclear power to meet rising energy 
demand, reduce fossil-fuel dependence and support its long-term 
low-carbon transition. Recent policy changes, indigenous reactor 
development and greater private participation are aimed at scaling up the 
sector. 

Basic Information 

1. Nuclear Energy: Electricity generated through controlled nuclear fission; it provides 
reliable, large-scale and low-carbon power. 



2. India’s Target: The government aims to increase nuclear capacity to 100 GW by 2047. 

3. Nuclear Energy Mission: ₹20,000 crore has been allocated to develop at least five 
indigenous Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) by 2033. 

I. Why Nuclear Energy Matters 

1. Energy Security: Nuclear power provides reliable electricity and can reduce dependence on 
imported fossil fuels. 

2. Decarbonisation: It offers low-carbon, round-the-clock power, complementing intermittent 
renewable sources such as solar and wind. 

3. Industrial Development: Reliable electricity is essential for manufacturing, healthcare, 
agriculture and emerging technologies. 

4. Strategic Autonomy: Indigenous reactor technologies can strengthen India’s technological 
self-reliance and energy security. 

II. India’s Nuclear Push 

1. Indigenous Technology: India is developing Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) that can 
offer greater flexibility, standardisation and potentially faster deployment. 

2. Criticality Milestone: The 500 MWe Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR) at 
Kalpakkam recently achieved first criticality, marking an important step in India’s three-stage 
nuclear programme and future utilisation of its thorium resources. 

3. Private-Sector Participation: The SHANTI Act, 2025 seeks to open selected parts of the 
nuclear sector to licensed private participation, including nuclear power generation and related 
activities, while retaining government control over sensitive areas. 

4. Fleet-Mode Development: India is moving towards standardised indigenous reactor 
designs, which can facilitate larger-scale and more cost-effective deployment. 

III. Key Challenges 

1. Nuclear Safety: Chernobyl and Fukushima demonstrate the potentially severe 
consequences of nuclear accidents; expansion therefore requires stringent safety standards. 

2. Radioactive Waste: Safe storage, disposal and long-term management of radioactive 
materials remain critical. 

3. Regulation: Greater private participation requires strong, independent and technically 
capable regulatory oversight. 



4. Public Confidence: Nuclear expansion must address concerns regarding safety, liability, 
environmental impact and emergency preparedness. 

IV. Way Forward 

1. Safety with Scale: Expand nuclear capacity without compromising safety and regulatory 
standards. 

2. Indigenous Innovation: Accelerate PFBR, SMRs and other indigenous technologies to 
reduce technological dependence. 

3. Responsible Private Participation: Mobilise private capital and expertise while maintaining 
strategic and regulatory oversight. 

4. Skilled Workforce: Develop specialised human resources in nuclear engineering, safety 
and waste management. 

5. Balanced Energy Mix: Integrate nuclear power with renewables and energy storage to 
build a reliable low-carbon electricity system. 





7. U.S. H-1B Fee Hike: Implications for India 
Source: The Hindu | GS: GS-II — India–U.S. Relations, Indian Diaspora | GS-III — Services, 
Employment 

Context: The U.S. Department of Homeland Security has proposed an 
additional $103,265 fee for H-1B cap-subject petitions, including those 
eligible for the advanced-degree exemption. The proposal is not yet final 
and will undergo public consultation before implementation.  

Basic Information 

1. H-1B Visa: A U.S. non-immigrant visa allowing employers to hire foreign professionals in 
specialty occupations, particularly technology, engineering, research and other skilled sectors. 

2. Annual Cap: 85,000 new H-1B visas — 65,000 regular + 20,000 for qualifying 
advanced-degree holders from U.S. institutions.  

3. Proposed Fee: $103,265, in addition to existing H-1B fees; it would apply to cap-subject 
petitions, while cap-exempt filings are excluded.  

I. Why It Matters for India 

1. Indians Are the Largest Beneficiaries: In FY2025, Indians received about 2.83 lakh H-1B 
visas, around 70% of total H-1B visas including extensions; Indians also received nearly 
58,000 initial-employment visas.  

2. Impact on Indian IT: The huge additional cost could make U.S. employers less willing to hire 
foreign skilled workers, affecting Indian Information Technology companies and 
professionals. 

3. Student-to-Worker Pathway: The proposal could also affect international students in the 
U.S. moving from F-1 status to H-1B, because the fee is linked to whether the petition is 
cap-subject rather than simply where the applicant is located.  

4. India–U.S. Economic Linkages: Restrictions on skilled mobility could affect services trade, 
technology cooperation, innovation and the Indian diaspora, making skilled-worker mobility 
an important part of bilateral economic relations. 

II. Wider Concerns 

1. Protectionism: The move reflects the broader “America First” approach of prioritising 
domestic workers and reducing dependence on foreign skilled labour. 



2. Talent Competitiveness: Excessive restrictions could make the U.S. less attractive to global 
talent and potentially benefit competing innovation hubs. 

3. Employer Costs: The fee could particularly burden start-ups and smaller firms that cannot 
absorb such a large additional hiring cost. DHS estimates around 14,541 small entities could 
be affected.  

III. Way Forward for India 

1. Diversify Global Opportunities: Indian professionals and IT firms should expand into 
Europe, Australia, Japan, West Asia and other technology markets. 

2. Move Up the Value Chain: Strengthen domestic capabilities in Artificial Intelligence, 
semiconductors, advanced manufacturing and high-end services. 

3. Diplomatic Engagement: India should raise concerns through India–U.S. economic and 
diplomatic dialogue, while respecting U.S. immigration policy. 

4. Build Domestic Talent Ecosystem: Greater investment in research, higher education and 
skilled employment can reduce excessive dependence on overseas opportunities. 
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