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I. Context (GS-II: Governance & Fundamental Rights | GS-III: Cyber Security)
The issue highlights the growing challenge of online privacy violations and the need for a robust legal 
framework to protect individuals from cyber harassment and misuse of personal data.

II. What is Doxxing?
Definition: Public disclosure of a person’s personal information without consent to harass, threaten or 
intimidate.
A. Information disclosed: Phone number | Address | Email | Workplace | Photographs
B. Consequences: Stalking | Online harassment | Identity theft | Reputational damage | Physical threats
C. Legal Status: Not a standalone criminal offence in India.

III. Important Types of Cyber Attacks
A. Phishing: Fraudulent emails/messages to steal confidential information.
B. Ransomware: Encrypts data and demands ransom (e.g., WannaCry, Petya).
C. Malware: Malicious software that damages systems or steals data.
D. Spyware: Secretly collects user information.
E. Zero-day Attack: Exploits software vulnerabilities before a security patch is released.
F. Man-in-the-Middle (MITM): Intercepts communication to steal or manipulate data.

 



IV. Legal Framework
A. No Separate Law for Doxxing
* India has no dedicated law to criminalise or prevent doxxing; victims rely on multiple legal provisions.

B. Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023
* Section 78: Stalking | Section 79: Invasion of privacy/modesty of a woman | Section 351: Criminal intimidation 

C. Information Technology Act, 2000
* Section 66E: Publication of private images without consent | Section 72A: Unauthorised disclosure of personal 
information

D. Other Safeguards
* POCSO Act, 2012 (Section 12): Protection for minors | IT Rules, 2021: Grievance redressal, intermediary due 
diligence & timely content removal

V. Way Forward
Dedicated anti-doxxing law | Stronger data protection regime | Greater platform accountability | Enhanced cyber 
awareness







I. Context (GS-III: Environment & Biodiversity | Prelims: Species Diversity & Taxonomy)
The article highlights India’s rich Lepidoptera diversity and the publication of the first comprehensive national 
catalogue by the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), strengthening biodiversity documentation and conservation.

II. Prelims Value Addition
A. Lepidoptera: Order of insects comprising butterflies & moths; characterised by scale-covered wings and 
important as pollinators & bio-indicators.
B. Zoological Survey of India (ZSI): 1916 | HQ–Kolkata | MoEFCC | Nodal agency for faunal survey, taxonomy & 
biodiversity documentation.
C. Geometroidea: A superfamily of moths (“inchworm moths”); 2,205 species recorded in India.
D. Blue Mormon: State Butterfly of Maharashtra | India’s second-largest butterfly | Protected under the Wild Life 
(Protection) Act, 1972.

III. Key Highlights
A. India’s Lepidoptera Diversity: 13,703 species (8.25% of global diversity) | 1,417 butterflies | 12,286 moths
B. National Catalogue: Published by ZSI in Zootaxa after 12 years of field surveys, museum studies and taxonomic 
verification.
C. Taxonomic Coverage: 3,705 genera | 240 subfamilies | 102 families | 31 superfamilies
D. Scientific Significance: Bridges century-old taxonomic gaps | Provides an authoritative national database | 
Supports biodiversity research & conservation planning.



















I. Context (GS-II: Judiciary | Fundamental Rights | Vulnerable Sections)
The Supreme Court’s 2026 judgment in Budhadev Karmaskar v. State of West Bengal strengthens the rights-based approach towards 
sex workers by recognising dignity, consent and constitutional protections.

II. Key Takeaways
A. Rights recognised – Adult consensual sex work is not illegal; trafficking and exploitation remain punishable.
B. Consent matters – Rescue or rehabilitation cannot be forced without informed consent.
C. Structural causes – Poverty, caste discrimination and lack of livelihood must be addressed through welfare measures.
D. Institutional reform – Police, shelter homes and welfare agencies must adopt a rights-based, non-discriminatory approach.

III. Article 142
A. Complete Justice – Empowers the Supreme Court to issue binding directions where legal gaps exist.
B. In this case – Used to frame nationwide operational guidelines for protecting sex workers’ rights.

IV. Challenges
A. Coercive rescue practices.
B. Social stigma and discrimination.
C. Weak rehabilitation and livelihood support.
D. Limited participation of sex worker collectives in policymaking.

V. Way Forward
A. Shift from rescue-centric to rights-based rehabilitation.
B. Sensitise police and welfare institutions.
C. Ensure healthcare, legal aid, education and social security.





I. Context (GS-II: Inter-State Relations | Federalism | Water Resources)
The Cauvery water dispute highlights the challenges of equitable inter-State river water sharing and the need for a scientific distress-sharing mechanism 
during low-rainfall years.

II. Cauvery River 
A. Origin & Course: Originates at Talakaveri, Brahmagiri Hills (Western Ghats), Karnataka; flows through Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, forms part of the 
boundary with Kerala, and drains into the Bay of Bengal. Basin States/UT: Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry (Karaikal).

B. Tributaries:
• Right-bank: Lakshmana Tirtha, Kabini, Shimsha, Arkavathi.
• Left-bank: Harangi, Hemavathi, Bhavani, Amaravathi, Noyyal.
C. Importance: Supports irrigation, drinking water, hydropower generation and the fertile Cauvery delta.

III. Cauvery Dispute
A. Cause: Competing water demands between upstream and downstream riparian States, especially during deficient monsoons.
B. Core Issue: Absence of a mutually accepted distress-sharing formula for drought years.
C. Challenge: Rising water demand, climate variability and political mobilisation.

IV. Institutional Framework
A. Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal (CWDT): Constituted in 1990 under the Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956; final award in 2007.
B. Supreme Court (2018): Modified water allocation and upheld the Tribunal’s award with changes.
C. Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA): Implements the Tribunal award and Supreme Court directions.
D. Cauvery Water Regulation Committee (CWRC): Monitors reservoir levels and recommends periodic water releases.

V. Way Forward
A. Adopt a scientific distress-sharing formula.
B. Strengthen cooperative federalism and basin-level planning.
C. Improve irrigation efficiency and demand-side water management.
D. Ensure timely compliance with CWDT, CWMA and Supreme Court directions.




