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Context (GS III – Infrastructure: Civil Aviation)
An Air India flight from Phuket to New Delhi encountered severe turbulence, injuring 17 passengers and crew members, highlighting concerns 
over aviation safety and passenger protection.

1. Turbulence
I. Turbulence is caused by irregular air movements such as jet streams, thunderstorms, mountain waves and Clear Air Turbulence (CAT).
II. CAT occurs without visible clouds and is difficult to detect using conventional weather radar.
III. Climate change is increasing the frequency and intensity of CAT, especially at cruising altitudes.
IV. Wearing seat belts throughout the flight is the most effective safety measure.

2. Black Box
I. Consists of the Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR) and Flight Data Recorder (FDR).
II. Protected by titanium or stainless-steel crash-resistant casing.
III. Equipped with an underwater locator beacon (acoustic pinger) for recovery after crashes.
IV. Used by the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) to investigate aircraft accidents.

3. Aviation Insurance
I. Aviation Hull Insurance covers damage to the aircraft, including the fuselage, engines and onboard equipment.
II. Passenger liability is governed by the Montreal Convention, 1999, which provides no-fault compensation up to prescribed limits.

4. Relevant Laws
I. Aircraft Act, 1934 – Governs civil aviation in India.
II. Aircraft Rules, 1937 – Regulate aircraft operations and safety standards.
III. Chicago Convention, 1944 – Established International Civil Aviation Organization and global civil aviation standards.
IV. Montreal Convention, 1999 – Governs airline liability for passenger death, injury, baggage and cargo during international carriage.









Context (GS III – Economy: Monetary Policy)
The RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) is reviewing the policy repo rate amid inflationary 
pressures and global uncertainties to balance price stability with economic growth.

1. Monetary Policy & Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
I. Monetary Policy: RBI’s policy to regulate money supply, liquidity and interest rates to maintain price 
stability and support growth.
II. MPC: A 6-member statutory body constituted under the RBI Act, 1934 (2016 Amendment) on the 
recommendation of the Urjit Patel Committee (2014).
III. Composition: RBI Governor (Chairperson), Deputy Governor (Monetary Policy), one RBI nominee 
and three Central Government nominees.
IV. Meetings: Meets at least 4 times a year (generally once every two months).
V. Decision-making: Decisions are taken by majority vote; the Governor has a casting vote in case of a 
tie.
VI. Inflation Target: Maintain CPI inflation at 4% (±2%) under the Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT) 
framework.
VII. Policy Tools: Repo Rate, Standing Deposit Facility (SDF), Marginal Standing Facility (MSF), Cash 
Reserve Ratio (CRR), Open Market Operations (OMO).









Context (GS-II: Indian Constitution | Federalism | Centre–State Relations | Governance | Democratic Accountability | Internal Security)
Seven years after the abrogation of Article 370 and the reorganisation of Jammu & Kashmir, the debate over the restoration of statehood has resurfaced, 
highlighting concerns over constitutional federalism, democratic accountability and sustainable peace.

1. Constitutional & Governance Dimensions
► Federalism and Democratic Governance
* Continued Union Territory status raises concerns over the spirit of cooperative federalism and representative democracy.
* The Supreme Court, while upholding the 2019 constitutional changes, observed that statehood should be restored at the earliest.
► Democratic Accountability
* Despite the 2024 Assembly elections, significant executive powers remain with the Lieutenant Governor under the Transaction of Business Rules, 2024.
* Limited powers of the elected government weaken legislative oversight and political accountability.
► Constitutional Perspective
* Article 3 – Parliament’s power to reorganise States.
* Article 14 – Equality and non-arbitrary governance.
* Article 21 – Due process and protection of liberty.
* Basic Structure Doctrine (S.R. Bommai v. Union of India) – Federalism, democracy and the rule of law.

2. Key Issues
► Security Challenges
* Major incidents such as the Pahalgam attack (April 2025) and the Red Fort attack (November 2025) indicate that security challenges persist.
* Expansion of militancy into Rajouri and Poonch suggests that security measures alone cannot ensure lasting peace.
► Economic Concerns
* Per capita income: 76.6% of the national average (J&K Economic Survey 2025–26).
* Graduate unemployment: 23.9%.
* Overall unemployment remains nearly twice the national average, reflecting limited economic gains.
► Governance Deficit
* Continued reliance on the Public Safety Act (PSA), preventive detentions and internet restrictions reflects a predominantly security-centric governance 
model.
* Growing trust deficit between citizens and public institutions.
 



3. Way Forward
► Restore Statehood
* Restore full statehood to strengthen representative institutions and democratic 
legitimacy.
► Balance Security with Constitutional Values
* Ensure security measures remain proportionate while protecting civil liberties and 
the rule of law.
► Strengthen Cooperative Federalism
* Promote regular Centre–State dialogue and empower elected institutions for 
responsive governance.
► Promote Inclusive Development
* Prioritise employment generation, tourism, infrastructure and private investment to 
address s







Context (GS II – International Relations: International Organisations & India’s Interests)
NATO is redefining its security role amid the Russia–Ukraine war and the U.S.‘s strategic shift towards the Indo-Pacific, with 
implications for Europe and India’s strategic interests.

1. Basics of NATO
i. Founded: 1949 (Washington Treaty)
ii. Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium
iii. Members: 32 | Newest Members: Finland (2023) and Sweden (2024)
iv. Core Principle: Article 5 (Attack on one = Attack on all)
v. Objective: Collective defence and security cooperation

2. NATO’s Evolution
i. 1949–1991: Counter Soviet Union during the Cold War.
ii. 1991–2022: Eastward expansion; operations in Balkans & Afghanistan.
iii. 2022 onwards: Renewed focus on collective defence after the Russia–Ukraine war.

3. Europe Must Become Stronger
i. Increase defence spending and military preparedness.
ii. Assume greater responsibility for Europe’s conventional defence.
iii. U.S. to continue strategic support (nuclear deterrence, intelligence, missile defence) while focusing more on the Indo-Pacific.

4. Implications for India
i. Greater U.S. focus on the Indo-Pacific aligns with India’s interests.
ii. Expands cooperation with Europe in defence, AI, cyber, semiconductors and space.





Context (GS II – Health)
The WHO’s International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has classified 
three widely used medicines as Group 1 carcinogens (carcinogenic to humans). 
The classification identifies a potential cancer hazard and does not mean 
patients should stop treatment without medical advice.

Medicines Classified as Carcinogenic
i. Hydrochlorothiazide – Used to treat hypertension (high blood pressure).
ii. Voriconazole – Used to treat serious fungal infections.
iii. Tacrolimus – An immunosuppressant used to prevent organ transplant 
rejection.


