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1. MHA proposes new Chapter ‘K’ under Article 371 for 
Ladakh 
Source: The Hindu​
GS Subject: GS-2 — Polity & Governance, Federalism, Constitutional Provisions & Union 
Territories 

1. Context 

●​ The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has proposed a new Chapter K under Article 
371 to provide Ladakh with an elected body and constitutional safeguards over land, 
culture, language, forests, environment and natural resources. 



2. Proposed Framework 

●​ A directly elected body would exercise powers over specified local matters. 
●​ The arrangement is envisaged as a “sui-generis” governance model suited to 

Ladakh’s tribal, cultural and geographical characteristics. 
●​ It seeks greater local participation while retaining Ladakh’s status as a Union Territory. 

3. Article 371 Series 

●​ 371: Maharashtra & Gujarat — regional development. 
●​ 371A: Nagaland — customary law, social/religious practices and land/resources. 
●​ 371B: Assam — committee for specified tribal areas. 
●​ 371C: Manipur — Hill Areas committee and Governor’s role. 
●​ 371D: Andhra Pradesh & Telangana — education and public employment. 
●​ 371E: Andhra Pradesh — Central University. 
●​ 371F: Sikkim — special constitutional arrangements and representation. 
●​ 371G: Mizoram — customary law and land. 
●​ 371H: Arunachal Pradesh — Governor’s special responsibility for law and order. 
●​ 371I: Goa — minimum 30-member Assembly. 
●​ 371J: Karnataka — special provisions for Kalyana Karnataka. 
●​ Note: Article 371K does not currently exist; the proposed Chapter K would create a 

new arrangement for Ladakh. 
●​ Together, these provisions represent asymmetric federalism — differentiated 

constitutional arrangements for regions with distinctive needs. 

4. Why Ladakh Seeks Safeguards 

●​ Ladakh became a Union Territory without a legislature in 2019 after the 
reorganisation of Jammu and Kashmir. 

●​ The Leh Apex Body (LAB) and Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA) have demanded: 
○​ Statehood 
○​ Sixth Schedule protection 
○​ Safeguards for land and tribal interests 
○​ Greater political representation and local participation. 

●​ Concerns include land ownership, cultural identity, demographic change and 
ecological fragility. 

5. Present Governance 

●​ Ladakh currently has no Legislative Assembly. 
●​ Under Article 240, the President can make regulations for Ladakh on specified matters. 
●​ The proposed elected body would therefore introduce greater representative local 

governance. 



●​ A crucial issue will be defining powers between the elected body, Lieutenant-Governor 
and Union Government. 

6. Significance 

●​ Democratic decentralisation: Greater local participation in governance. 
●​ Asymmetric federalism: Allows constitutional design tailored to regional circumstances. 
●​ Tribal & cultural protection: Safeguards customary practices, identity and community 

interests. 
●​ Land & resources: Strengthens local involvement in land and resource decisions. 
●​ Environmental governance: Helps reconcile development with the fragile Himalayan 

ecosystem. 
●​ National integration: Accommodation of regional aspirations can strengthen democratic 

legitimacy. 

7. Challenges 

●​ Power-sharing: Possible friction between elected institutions, Lieutenant-Governor and 
Union Government. 

●​ Leh–Kargil balance: Need equitable representation of both regions. 
●​ Development vs ecology: Tourism and infrastructure must remain within ecological 

carrying capacity. 
●​ Autonomy vs security: Local governance must coexist with Ladakh’s sensitive 

international borders. 
●​ Competing demands: The proposal may not satisfy demands for full statehood or 

Sixth Schedule status. 
●​ Implementation: Effective autonomy requires clear powers, finances, institutions and 

accountability. 





 

2. India’s Lohum ships first lithium ore from Zimbabwe 



Source: Reuters​
GS Subject: GS-3 — Critical Minerals, Mining & Energy Security | GS-2 — India-Africa 
Relations 

1. Context 

●​ Lohum, an Indian producer of sustainable critical minerals, has shipped its first 
consignment of lithium ore from Zimbabwe, marking the beginning of its overseas 
mining operations and making it the first Indian domestic company to produce 
lithium from overseas assets. 

2. Zimbabwe Lithium Assets 

●​ Lohum has secured rights to 10 lithium mining blocks in Zimbabwe’s Matabeleland 
and South Provinces. 

●​ Area: Around 1,100 hectares. 
●​ Estimated ore deposits: 30–40 million tonnes. 
●​ The assets are expected to support production of around 3 lakh metric tonnes of 

lithium carbonate equivalent (LCE). 
●​ Estimated value of the resources: around $7 billion at prevailing prices. 

3. Why Lithium Matters 

●​ Lithium is a key critical mineral essential for: 
○​ Lithium-ion batteries 
○​ Electric vehicles (EVs) 
○​ Renewable-energy storage 
○​ Mobile phones, laptops and other electronics. 

●​ Securing overseas resources can reduce India’s vulnerability to import disruptions and 
concentration of global mineral supply chains. 

4. Significance for India 

●​ Energy security: Supports India’s transition towards EVs and renewable-energy 
storage. 

●​ Critical-mineral security: Diversifies India’s access to strategically important minerals. 
●​ Supply-chain resilience: Reduces dependence on a limited number of 

mineral-producing countries. 
●​ Overseas resource acquisition: Marks a shift from merely importing minerals to 

acquiring and developing mineral assets abroad. 
●​ India-Africa cooperation: Strengthens India’s economic and resource partnerships with 

African countries. 
●​ Industrial development: Can support India’s growing battery manufacturing, EV and 

clean-energy ecosystem. 



5. Challenges 

●​ Geopolitical risk: Overseas mining assets remain exposed to political and regulatory 
changes in host countries. 

●​ Price volatility: Lithium prices can fluctuate sharply depending on EV demand and 
global supply. 

●​ Processing capacity: Mining ore abroad does not by itself ensure domestic supply; 
India also needs adequate refining and processing capabilities. 

●​ Environmental concerns: Lithium mining can create pressure on water resources, land 
and local ecosystems. 

●​ Supply-chain logistics: Transporting ore and establishing reliable processing and 
refining chains adds cost and complexity. 





 

3. PM-KUSUM 2.0 likely to be announced soon 



Source: The Hindu​
GS Subject: GS-3 — Agriculture, Renewable Energy, Energy Security & Sustainable 
Development 

1. Context 

●​ The Centre is preparing PM-KUSUM 2.0, with a dedicated Agrivoltaics (Agri-PV) 
component to enable simultaneous crop cultivation and solar-power generation on 
the same land. 

2. PM-KUSUM — Objectives & Structure 

●​ PM-KUSUM: Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyaan, 
launched in 2019 by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE). 

●​ Objectives: de-dieselisation of agriculture, reliable irrigation power, lower energy 
costs and supplementary farmer income. 

●​ Original target: 34,800 MW renewable capacity with ₹34,422 crore Central Financial 
Support. 

●​ Three components: 
○​ Component A: Decentralised grid-connected renewable-energy plants. 
○​ Component B: Standalone solar agricultural pumps. 
○​ Component C: Solarisation of grid-connected agricultural pumps, including 

feeder-level solarisation. 

3. PM-KUSUM 1.0 — Results 

●​ 21.77 lakh farmers benefited by December 2025. 
●​ Around 29 lakh agricultural pumps had been solarised by September 2026. 
●​ Nearly 11.49 lakh standalone/off-grid solar pumps installed. 
●​ Over 15.89 lakh pumps covered through feeder-level solarisation. 
●​ Around 1,726 MW decentralised solar capacity commissioned on farmers’ land. 
●​ Estimated 734.52 million litres of diesel saved and 12.59 million tonnes of CO₂ 

emissions avoided. 
●​ Overall: PM-KUSUM demonstrated that solarisation can improve farm-energy security, 

reduce diesel dependence and create supplementary income opportunities, though 
implementation has been uneven across components. 

4. PM-KUSUM 2.0 — New Focus 

●​ Proposed dedicated Agri-PV component of around 10 GW. 
●​ Agrivoltaics uses elevated/spaced solar panels to facilitate food production + 

electricity generation on the same land. 
●​ Potential benefits for farmers: 

○​ Income from crops 



○​ Revenue from surplus solar electricity 
○​ Savings in irrigation-energy expenditure. 

●​ Focus is expected on small and marginal farmers, Farmer Producer Organisations 
(FPOs), cooperatives and panchayats. 

●​ Research is being promoted on suitable crop-panel combinations, panel height, 
spacing and solar configurations. 

5. Significance 

●​ Farmer income: Creates an additional and diversified income stream. 
●​ Land-use efficiency: Enables food + energy production from the same land. 
●​ Energy security: Reduces dependence on diesel and conventional electricity for 

irrigation. 
●​ Climate resilience: Provides supplementary income against monsoon and crop-price 

risks. 
●​ Decentralised energy: Expands renewable generation closer to rural demand. 
●​ Clean agriculture: Supports renewable-energy expansion and reduction of agricultural 

emissions. 
●​ Annadata → Urjadata: Farmers can become both food and energy producers. 

6. Challenges 

●​ Crop productivity: Excessive shading can reduce yields; designs must be crop- and 
region-specific. 

●​ Small holdings: Fragmented land makes individual projects difficult; FPO/cooperative 
aggregation can improve viability. 

●​ High upfront cost: Solar structures, irrigation integration and grid connectivity require 
substantial investment. 

●​ DISCOM viability: Reliable grid connectivity and assured, remunerative purchase of 
surplus electricity are essential. 

●​ Research gap: India’s diverse agro-climatic conditions require location-specific 
Agri-PV models. 

●​ Implementation gap: Uneven performance under PM-KUSUM 1.0 highlights the need 
for stronger financing, State capacity and institutional coordination. 

7. Way Forward 

●​ Promote crop- and region-specific Agri-PV models through field research and 
agricultural universities. 

●​ Use FPOs, cooperatives and panchayats to aggregate fragmented land and reduce 
individual farmer costs. 

●​ Provide concessional finance and targeted support for small and marginal farmers. 
●​ Ensure grid connectivity and assured power procurement by DISCOMs through 

transparent mechanisms. 



●​ Keep agricultural productivity as a core performance indicator, alongside solar 
generation. 

●​ Ensure farmers retain land ownership and a fair share of energy revenues. 
●​ Strengthen convergence with irrigation, rural electrification and agricultural 

schemes for integrated implementation. 

 



4. Marital Rape Exception: Supreme Court Examines the 
Limits of Judicial Intervention 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS Subject: GS-2 — Judiciary, Fundamental Rights, Gender Justice & Criminal Law 

1. Context 

●​ The Supreme Court has questioned whether courts can direct prosecution for marital 
rape when the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 continues to exempt marital rape 
from the offence of rape, indicating that the issue of criminalisation may ultimately 
require legislative action. 

2. Existing Legal Position 

●​ Section 63 of the BNS retains the marital rape exception: 
○​ Sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his wife, provided the wife is 

18 years or above, are not treated as rape. 
●​ The BNS replaced Section 375 of the IPC but retained the exception while raising the 

age threshold from 15 to 18 years. 
●​ In Independent Thought v. Union of India (2017), the Supreme Court had already read 

down the exception for wives below 18 years, recognising sexual intercourse with a 
minor wife as rape. 

3. Present Supreme Court Issue 

●​ The case arises from a 2022 Karnataka High Court judgment that permitted 
prosecution of a husband for rape despite the marital relationship. 

●​ The Supreme Court recognised that: 
○​ A married woman subjected to non-consensual sexual intercourse is a victim. 
○​ The key question is whether such conduct should legally be classified as “rape”. 

●​ The Court questioned whether it can itself remove or alter the statutory exception when 
doing so could effectively create criminal liability, or whether this policy decision 
belongs to Parliament. 

4. Constitutional Dimension 

●​ Article 14 — Equality: Differential treatment of married and unmarried women can raise 
concerns of unequal protection of law. 

●​ Article 21 — Life and Personal Liberty: Bodily autonomy, dignity, privacy and sexual 
autonomy are central to individual liberty. 

●​ Consent: Marriage cannot logically be treated as permanent or unconditional consent. 



●​ Separation of powers: Criminalisation and prescription of punishment are primarily 
legislative functions; judicial review must operate within constitutional limits. 

5. Earlier Reform Efforts 

●​ The Justice J.S. Verma Committee (2013) recommended removing the marital rape 
exception, emphasising that marriage should not provide immunity for sexual violence. 

●​ The Delhi High Court’s split verdict in the marital rape challenge demonstrated the 
complexity of balancing constitutional rights, criminal law and legislative policy. 

●​ The issue is now before the Supreme Court for determination of the constitutional 
validity and legal consequences of the exception. 

6. Significance 

●​ Bodily autonomy: Affirms that marriage does not extinguish an individual’s right over 
her body. 

●​ Gender justice: Addresses a potential gap in protection available to married women. 
●​ Constitutional morality: Tests whether a historically recognised marital distinction 

remains compatible with Articles 14 and 21. 
●​ Judicial restraint: Highlights the limits of courts in creating or substantially altering 

criminal offences. 
●​ Legislative accountability: Places responsibility on Parliament for a comprehensive 

decision after considering social, legal and evidentiary concerns. 
●​ Social transformation: Challenges the assumption that marriage creates implied or 

perpetual sexual consent. 

7. Challenges 

●​ Defining the offence: Clear distinction is required between consensual marital relations 
and criminal sexual violence. 

●​ Evidence: Sexual violence within the private sphere can create difficult evidentiary and 
investigative issues. 

●​ Misuse concerns: Safeguards may be required against false complaints without 
weakening genuine victims’ access to justice. 

●​ Criminal-law framework: Reform would require clarity on definition, punishment, 
evidence and procedure. 

●​ Institutional balance: Need to maintain an appropriate balance between judicial 
review and legislative law-making. 

●​ Social attitudes: Legal change must be accompanied by awareness that consent 
remains essential within marriage. 

8. Way Forward 



●​ Parliament should undertake a comprehensive review of the marital rape exception 
in light of Articles 14 and 21. 

●​ Any reform should establish clear definitions, proportionate punishment and 
procedural safeguards. 

●​ Strengthen police sensitisation, medical assistance, counselling and speedy trials 
for survivors. 

●​ Promote gender and consent awareness alongside legal reform. 
●​ Ensure safeguards against misuse while keeping the justice system accessible and 

survivor-centric. 

 

5. India–Sri Lanka Defence Partnership: Deepening 
Maritime Security Cooperation 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS Subject: GS-2 — India–Sri Lanka Relations, Indian Ocean Region, Maritime Security & 
Neighbourhood First 

1. Context 



●​ During Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s visit to Sri Lanka, India and Sri Lanka signed 
three MoUs to strengthen defence capabilities, institutional cooperation and youth 
exchanges. 

●​ It was the first visit by an Indian Defence Minister to Sri Lanka in 38 years, signalling 
renewed strategic engagement. 

2. What the New Cooperation Covers 

●​ Defence capability: India will upgrade six L70 guns of the Sri Lankan Air Force 
through a Government of India grant. 

●​ Defence education: Cooperation between the two National Defence Colleges for 
strategic studies, professional education and knowledge exchange. 

●​ Youth engagement: Cooperation between the National Cadet Corps (NCC) of both 
countries, including youth/cadet exchanges. 

●​ Disaster resilience: India also supported Sri Lanka’s post-cyclone reconstruction 
through the construction of three Bailey bridges. 

3. From Defence Assistance to Maritime Security Partnership 

●​ The relationship is increasingly centred on shared maritime security rather than only 
military hardware. 

●​ Key areas of cooperation: 
○​ Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) 
○​ Search and Rescue (SAR) 
○​ Counter-narcotics and anti-piracy 
○​ Combating human trafficking and smuggling 
○​ Joint exercises and capacity building 
○​ HADR and disaster-response cooperation 

●​ Cooperation through platforms such as the Colombo Security Conclave further 
strengthens a regional security architecture. 

4. Why Sri Lanka Matters to India 

●​ Geostrategic location: Sri Lanka lies close to major Indian Ocean sea lanes and is 
therefore important for India’s maritime security and trade interests. 

●​ Neighbourhood First: Strengthens India’s role as a reliable security partner and first 
responder in the neighbourhood. 

●​ MAHASAGAR: Supports India’s vision of a secure, stable and prosperous Indian 
Ocean. 

●​ Regional stability: A capable and stable Sri Lanka contributes to security against 
piracy, narcotics trafficking, illegal fishing and other transnational threats. 

●​ Strategic trust: Defence education, youth exchanges and capacity building create 
long-term institutional and people-to-people linkages. 



 

6. North Korea Expands Uranium-Enrichment 
Infrastructure 
Source: Reuters​
 GS Subject: GS-2 — International Relations, Nuclear Non-Proliferation & Global Security 



1. Context 

●​ The IAEA has reported that North Korea has constructed a new uranium-enrichment 
facility at the Yongbyon nuclear complex and has begun operating an expanded 
enrichment facility at Kangson, indicating continued expansion of its nuclear 
infrastructure.  

2. Yongbyon & Kangson — Key Nuclear Locations 

●​ Yongbyon: North Korea’s main nuclear complex, located in North Pyongan 
Province, north of Pyongyang. 

○​ It hosts major elements of North Korea’s nuclear programme, including 
uranium-enrichment facilities and nuclear reactors. 

○​ The newly identified two-storey enrichment building is the second 
enrichment facility at Yongbyon and could accommodate up to 28 centrifuge 
cascades. 

●​ Kangson: An additional enrichment site near Pyongyang, where an annex constructed 
in 2024 has reportedly started operations. 

●​ Why these locations matter: The presence of enrichment facilities at both Yongbyon 
and Kangson indicates that North Korea’s capacity to produce enriched uranium is 
becoming larger and geographically dispersed, making monitoring and containment 
more difficult.  

3. Concerns 

●​ Nuclear weapons capability: Increased enrichment capacity could enable greater 
production of weapons-grade nuclear material. 

●​ Verification deficit: The IAEA has had no inspectors inside North Korea since 2009 
and therefore relies mainly on satellite imagery and open-source information.  

●​ Regional security: Expansion of North Korea’s nuclear capability heightens security 
concerns for South Korea and Japan and complicates stability in East Asia. 

●​ Non-proliferation regime: The IAEA considers the continued development of North 
Korea’s nuclear programme a violation of relevant UN Security Council resolutions.  
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