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1. The House of Multilaterals — Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
Source: The Hindu​
GS Subject: GS-2 — International Relations | Multilateral Organisations | Regional 
Security 



Context: The 26th SCO Summit at Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (31 August–1 
September 2026) marked 25 years of the SCO and came amid conflicts in 
West Asia, the Russia–Ukraine war and growing geopolitical fragmentation.  

1. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation — Composition & Role 

● Established in 2001 by China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan; India and Pakistan joined in 2017, followed by Iran (2023) and Belarus (2024) 
— 10 members today.  

● It has evolved from a primarily security-oriented grouping into a broader Eurasian platform 
for security, economic cooperation, connectivity, technology and people-to-people 
engagement. 

● Its importance lies in providing a forum where countries with competing geopolitical 
interests can continue institutional dialogue. 

2. 2026 Bishkek Summit — Major Developments 

● Security: Members reaffirmed sovereignty, territorial integrity and the UN Charter and 
condemned military strikes against Iran. 

● Terrorism: India called for “no double standards” and stronger action against the complete 
ecosystem of terrorism. 

● Afghanistan: India linked Eurasian security with stability in Afghanistan, stressing an 
inclusive political order and preventing Afghan territory from being used for terrorism. 

● Connectivity: India supported connectivity that links markets and promotes trade, while 
insisting that it respect sovereignty and territorial integrity—a key concern regarding CPEC.  

● Broader cooperation: The summit adopted the Bishkek Declaration, four MoUs and 20+ 
decisions/statements covering climate, nuclear safety, energy efficiency, drug control and 
other areas.  

3. Why the SCO Matters to India 

● Central Asia: Provides an institutional platform for India’s engagement with Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan on energy, trade, connectivity and security. 

● Counter-terrorism: Gives India a regional mechanism to push against cross-border 
terrorism, radicalisation, extremism and terrorist financing. 

● Afghanistan: Offers a collective Eurasian framework to address terrorism, instability and 
connectivity concerns. 



● Strategic autonomy: Enables simultaneous engagement with Russia, China, Pakistan and 
Central Asia, without becoming part of a formal geopolitical bloc. 

4. What India Advanced at Bishkek 

● Security–Connectivity–Opportunity: India pushed the SCO to translate these three pillars 
into concrete outcomes, rather than remaining declaration-oriented.  

● Institutional initiatives: India supported inclusion of English in the SCO Charter as an 
official language, and will host the first SCO Civilisation Dialogue Forum. 

● Youth & science: Indian initiatives such as the Young Scientist Forum and Young Authors’ 
Conclave were incorporated into the summit outcomes.  

● Technology & entrepreneurship: India highlighted Artificial Intelligence, innovation, 
start-ups and digital capabilities as areas for future SCO cooperation. 

5. Challenges for India 

● Geopolitical divergence: India–China and India–Pakistan tensions, the Russia–Ukraine war 
and West Asian conflicts make consensus difficult. 

● China’s influence: China’s economic and strategic weight can shape the organisation’s 
priorities in ways that may not always align with Indian interests. 

● Implementation gap: The SCO has numerous declarations and mechanisms, but their value 
depends on actual implementation and measurable outcomes. 

● Connectivity dilemma: India needs greater Eurasian connectivity but must balance this 
against concerns over sovereignty and strategically sensitive projects. 

6. Way Forward for India 

● Prioritise practical convergence: Focus on counter-terrorism, Afghanistan, narcotics, 
energy, disaster management, technology and connectivity where cooperation is possible. 

● Deepen Central Asian engagement: Convert SCO diplomacy into stronger trade, 
investment, energy, education and connectivity partnerships. 

● Leverage Indian strengths: Offer Digital Public Infrastructure, Artificial Intelligence, 
space, pharmaceuticals, capacity-building and start-up expertise. 

● Protect strategic autonomy: Engage all members constructively while ensuring the SCO 
remains a platform for cooperation rather than bloc confrontation. 

 



 



 

 

2. Power Beyond the Pulpit — Patriarchy 
and Women’s Public Space 
Source: The Hindu​
GS Subject: GS-1 — Indian Society | GS-2 — Women & Social Justice | GS-4 — Ethics | 
Essay 

Context: Remarks by a prominent Kerala Sunni religious leader opposing 
the public display of women during Milad celebrations, including their 
presence on streets or stages before men, have sparked debate over 
religious authority, gender norms and women’s participation in public 
life. 

1. The Incident — A Reflection of Patriarchal Mindset 

● Regulation of public space: Restricting women’s visibility or participation reflects the 
traditional public–private divide, where men occupy public spaces while women are 
associated with the domestic sphere. 

● Control of agency: When community authority determines where women may appear or 
participate, it can restrict their mobility, autonomy and decision-making. 

● Institutional reinforcement: Influential religious and social institutions can strengthen 
traditional gender roles when such norms are presented as socially or culturally obligatory. 

2. Patriarchy — The Larger Social Problem 

● Unequal power: Patriarchy is fundamentally about asymmetry of power, where decisions 
concerning women are made by others rather than by women themselves. 



● Gendered roles: Women are often expected to prioritise care and household 
responsibilities, while men receive greater freedom in economic, political and public spheres. 

● Socialisation: Such attitudes are reproduced through family, community, customs and 
institutions, making gender inequality persist even where formal legal equality exists. 

3. Constitutional and Ethical Perspective 

● Articles 14 & 15: Establish equality and prohibit discrimination on grounds including sex. 

● Article 21: Protects life, dignity, liberty and personal autonomy. 

● Constitutional morality: Religious and cultural practices must coexist with the constitutional 
commitment to equality, dignity and individual liberty. 

● GS-4: The ethical shift is from paternalistic protection of women to recognition of women 
as autonomous moral agents. 

4. Tradition, Religion and Reform 

● Religious freedom: Freedom of religion is an important constitutional value, but its exercise 
must be balanced with other constitutional rights. 

● Reform: Traditions are not static; dialogue, education and reinterpretation within 
communities can reconcile cultural identity with gender equality. 

● Non-stereotyping: The issue should be examined as a question of gender, power and 
social reform, rather than as a judgement on an entire religious community. 

5. Way Forward — From Protection to Participation 

● Transform mindsets: Gender-sensitive education and socialisation should challenge 
stereotypes from an early age. 

● Strengthen agency: Empower women to exercise meaningful choice over mobility, 
education, employment and public participation. 

● Inclusive institutions: Increase women’s participation in community and decision-making 
spaces. 

● Balance values: Preserve legitimate cultural and religious freedoms while ensuring that 
equality, dignity and individual agency remain non-negotiable. 



 

3. United Nations General Assembly 
Endorses Equal Earth Projection Map 
Source: The Hindu​
GS Subject: GS-1 — Geography | Cartography | Map Projections 



Context: The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has endorsed 
the use of the Equal Earth projection, encouraging governments and 
institutions to move away from the traditional Mercator projection because 
it represents the relative size of continents more accurately. 

1. Why Do We Need Different Map Projections? 

● Earth is spherical: A three-dimensional Earth cannot be transferred onto a flat map without 
some form of distortion. 

● Different projections preserve different properties—area, shape, distance or 
direction—depending on their purpose. 

2. Mercator Projection — The Existing Standard 

● Developed by Gerardus Mercator in 1569, it is a cylindrical map projection widely used 
historically, particularly for navigation. 

● Major limitation: It preserves direction well but increasingly distorts area towards the 
poles. 

● Visual effect: Greenland, Europe and other high-latitude regions appear much larger than 
their actual area, while Africa and regions near the Equator appear relatively smaller. 

3. Equal Earth Projection — What Is Different? 

● Equal-area projection: Developed by Tom Patterson, Bernhard Jenny and Bojan Šavrič 
in 2018, it preserves the relative area of landmasses. 

● More realistic scale: Africa appears much closer to its actual geographical size compared 
with its representation on Mercator maps. 

● Trade-off: Like every flat-world projection, Equal Earth cannot preserve every geographical 
property simultaneously; it prioritises area accuracy. 

4. Why the Change Matters 

● Geographical understanding: Gives a more accurate perception of the relative size of 
continents and countries. 

● Education: Helps students understand global geography without the major area distortions 
associated with Mercator. 



● Representation: Maps are not merely technical tools; their visual choices influence how 
people perceive the relative importance and scale of different regions. 

● Africa: Particularly significant because Africa’s actual size is often visually underestimated 
on commonly used Mercator maps. 

 

4. Forest Rights Act and Gram Sabha 
Consent: The Legal and Governance 
Debate 
Source: The Hindu​
GS Subject: GS-2 — Tribal Affairs | Gram Sabha | Local Governance​
GS-3 — Environment | Forest Governance | Infrastructure 

Context: The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has clarified that the Forest Rights 
Act (FRA), 2006) contains no explicit provision requiring Gram Sabha 



consent for forest clearance, while FRA-related processes must 
nevertheless be completed before forest land is formally diverted for 
non-forest purposes. 

1. Forest Rights Act, 2006 — What Does It Provide? 

● Purpose: Recognises and vests forest rights of Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional 
Forest Dwellers. 

● Gram Sabha: Plays a central role in the identification, verification and recognition of 
forest-right claims. 

● Legal distinction: The Act provides for recognition of rights through the Gram Sabha, but 
does not expressly state that Gram Sabha consent is mandatory for forest clearance. 

2. Where Does the Consent Issue Arise? 

● Forest diversion: Government rules require processes relating to identification of 
claimants, recognition of rights and settlement of claims to be completed before forest land 
is formally diverted. 

● No-Objection Certificate (NOC): Obtaining an NOC from the concerned Gram Sabha has 
emerged as a practice in forest-clearance processes, creating a debate over whether this 
should be treated as a statutory requirement. 

● Core issue: Tribal rights and participatory governance vs timely implementation of 
infrastructure projects. 

3. Why Has It Become a Project Bottleneck? 

● Long clearance timelines: A Parliamentary committee examining NHPC Limited projects 
found the average forest-clearance period for under-construction projects to be 106 months. 

● Teesta-VI Hydroelectric Power Project: The project has reportedly faced prolonged delays 
linked to the requirement of consent from a small minority of Gram Sabhas. 

● Competing concerns: Delays affect hydropower and infrastructure development, while 
bypassing genuine community rights can cause displacement, livelihood loss and social conflict. 

4. Parliamentary Committee’s Proposal 

● The House panel recommended that the Power Ministry examine “qualified super-majority 
consent” for large hydropower infrastructure projects. 



● Proposed threshold: Consent of around 70–75% of affected Gram Sabha members could 
be considered sufficient for projects of national importance. 

● The proposal seeks to balance collective community participation with prevention of 
indefinite project delays. 

5. Governance Significance 

● Gram Sabha as grassroots democracy: It provides local communities a voice in decisions 
affecting forests, livelihoods and traditional rights. 

● Participatory development: Development projects become more legitimate when affected 
communities are consulted meaningfully. 

● Legal clarity: Ambiguity between FRA compliance and forest-clearance requirements can 
create both administrative delays and disputes over community rights. 

6. Way Forward 

● Clarify the law: Clearly distinguish the FRA’s forest-right recognition process from the 
separate forest-diversion clearance process. 

● Ensure rights before diversion: Properly identify and settle legitimate forest-right claims 
before project implementation. 

● Meaningful Gram Sabha participation: Consultation should be informed, transparent and 
representative, rather than a mere procedural formality. 

● Time-bound process: Improve coordination between Tribal Affairs, forest authorities and 
State governments to protect rights without creating indefinite delays. 



 



5. The Political Cost of Unconditional 
Cash Transfer Schemes 
Source: The Hindu​
GS Subject: GS-2 — Governance | Welfare Schemes | Women & Social Justice​
GS-3 — Inclusive Growth | Public Finance 

Context: Since 2020, Unconditional Cash Transfer (UCT) schemes, 
particularly women-focused transfers, have expanded across Indian States. 
They provide immediate income support but raise concerns over targeting, 
fiscal sustainability, political incentives and long-term developmental 
impact. 

1. UCTs — Purpose and Growing Importance 

● UCT: Direct cash support provided to beneficiaries without requiring a specific behavioural 
condition. 

● Major examples: Kaalignar Magalir Urimai Thittam (Tamil Nadu), Lakshmir Bhandar 
(West Bengal) and Gruha Lakshmi (Karnataka). 

● Women’s empowerment: Such schemes provide direct financial resources to women and 
recognise the economic value of unpaid domestic and care work, linked to SDG 5.4. 

● Scale: The Economic Survey 2025–26 estimates aggregate spending on UCT programmes, 
particularly for women, at about ₹1.7 lakh crore in FY2025–26; the number of States 
implementing such schemes increased more than fivefold between FY2022–23 and 
FY2025–26.  

2. The Core Challenge — Targeting 

● Information gap: A large informal workforce makes household income difficult for 
governments to observe directly. 

● Proxy-based targeting: Eligibility may therefore depend on indicators such as land 
ownership, electricity consumption and household assets. 

● Inclusion error: Ineligible households may receive benefits. 

● Exclusion error: Eligible households may be left out. 



● Perceived exclusion: Even households that technically meet criteria may feel unfairly denied 
when others receive benefits, creating a political cost beyond actual administrative errors. 

3. Five Major Costs of UCT-Based Welfare 

● 1. Fiscal pressure: Recurring transfers increase the revenue expenditure burden and can 
be difficult to reduce once established. 

● 2. Opportunity cost: Greater spending on transfers can reduce fiscal space for capital 
expenditure, employment generation, skilling and productive investment. 

● 3. Political lock-in: Once beneficiaries become dependent on a transfer, withdrawal or 
reduction becomes politically difficult, encouraging competitive welfare promises. 

● 4. Targeting-related grievance: Inclusion and exclusion errors can generate perceptions of 
unfairness, influencing electoral behaviour. 

● 5. Limited capability creation: Cash provides immediate purchasing power but, by itself, 
may not generate improvements in education, health, nutrition, skills or employment. 

4. Tamil Nadu’s Kaalignar Magalir Urimai Thittam — Illustrative Case 

● The scheme provides ₹1,000 per month to eligible women heads of households. 

● Tamil Nadu’s 2025–26 Budget allocated ₹13,807 crore for the scheme and reported 
coverage of about 1.15 crore women.  

● The case illustrates the central dilemma: expanding coverage can improve inclusion but 
also increases fiscal cost and does not automatically eliminate perceptions of exclusion. 

5. UCTs vs Development-Oriented Welfare 

● UCTs: Best suited for immediate income support, consumption smoothing and social 
protection. 

● Conditional/linked welfare: Connecting benefits with outcomes such as school attendance, 
nutrition or healthcare can simultaneously build human capital. 

● Midday Meal Scheme: A useful example where school participation provides self-selection, 
while the programme simultaneously improves nutrition and education. 

● Balanced approach: Cash transfers should complement—not replace—investment in public 
services, employment and human capital. 

6. Way Forward 



● Better targeting: Use updated databases, data integration and effective grievance redressal 
to reduce exclusion. 

● Fiscal sustainability: Assess transfers against State revenue capacity and opportunity 
costs, rather than treating them as permanent entitlements without review. 

● Capability + cash: Combine income support with health, education, nutrition, skilling and 
employment. 

● Outcome-based welfare: Where appropriate, design benefits around measurable 
developmental outcomes. 

 

6. Bhutan Eliminates Dog-Mediated 
Human Rabies as a Public Health Problem 
Source: The Hindu​
GS Subject: GS-2 — Health | International Organisations | One Health GS-3 — Science & 
Technology | Biotechnology | Disease Control 

Context: The World Health Organization (WHO) has validated Bhutan as 
the first country in the WHO South-East Asia Region to eliminate 
dog-mediated human rabies as a public health problem. Bhutan has 
recorded zero human deaths from dog-mediated rabies since June 
2023.  

1. Rabies — Why Elimination Matters 



● Rabies: A viral zoonotic disease transmitted mainly through the saliva of infected animals, 
usually through bites or scratches. 

● Fatality: Once clinical symptoms appear, rabies is virtually 100% fatal, but deaths are 
preventable through timely intervention. 

● Dog transmission: Dogs account for up to 99% of human rabies transmissions globally; 
around 59,000 people die annually from rabies worldwide.  

● Important distinction: Bhutan has eliminated dog-mediated human rabies as a public 
health problem, not eradicated the rabies virus itself. 

2. Bhutan’s Two-Pronged Strategy 

● Control at source: Sustained mass vaccination of dogs and dog-population 
management reduced transmission from the main animal reservoir. 

● Protection after exposure: Universal access to Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP)—wound 
washing, human rabies vaccine and, when required, rabies immunoglobulin—prevents the 
virus from reaching the nervous system.  

● Surveillance: Integrated human–animal surveillance enabled early detection, investigation 
and response to suspected cases. 

3. One Health — The Core of Bhutan’s Success 

● One Health: Recognises that human, animal and environmental health are 
interconnected and therefore require coordinated action. 

● Multi-sectoral coordination: Bhutan brought together the Ministry of Health, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Livestock, veterinarians, local governments, communities and De-suung 
(“Guardians of Peace”) volunteers. 

● Community participation: Vaccination, dog-population management and public awareness 
on dog bites and prevention were taken across the country.  

4. WHO Validation — What Does It Mean? 

● WHO’s validation requires evidence of zero human deaths from dog-mediated rabies for at 
least two years along with the capacity to prevent re-emergence. 

● Bhutan underwent a two-stage independent assessment—dossier review followed by a 
field mission from 17–22 August 2026, including health-facility visits, laboratory assessment, 
record verification and a visit to the Bhutan–India border.  



● Bhutan will continue free PEP, mass dog vaccination, dog-population management and 
integrated surveillance to prevent re-emergence.  

5. Lessons for India 

● Vaccinate dogs, not only humans: Sustained dog vaccination is the most effective way to 
interrupt transmission at its source; WHO notes that around 70% sustained dog-vaccination 
coverage can control canine rabies.  

● Universal PEP access: Ensure affordable and timely access to vaccines and 
immunoglobulins, particularly in rural and high-risk areas. 

● One Health approach: Strengthen coordination between health, veterinary, 
local-government and animal-management systems. 

● Dog-population management: Combine vaccination with sterilisation, responsible 
ownership and surveillance, rather than relying only on reactive measures. 

● Cross-border surveillance: Bhutan’s experience is particularly relevant to India because 
rabies transmission risks can cross porous international borders.  



 

7. Mount Anak Krakatau Erupts in Sunda Strait 

Source: The Hindu​
GS-1 | Geography | Volcanism & Natural Hazards 

Context: Mount Anak Krakatau in Indonesia’s Sunda Strait witnessed a prolonged eruption, 
causing ash-related flight disruptions and highlighting volcanic and tsunami risks. 

●​ Location: Situated in the Sunda Strait between Java and Sumatra, Anak Krakatau 
emerged within the caldera formed by the 1883 Krakatau eruption. 

●​ Current eruption: Continuous eruption began on 4 September 2026, lasting about 25 
hours; the volcano remains at Level III (Alert) with a 3-km exclusion zone. 

●​ Hazards: Lava, incandescent rocks and volcanic ash pose risks to nearby areas and 
aviation. 

●​ Tsunami risk: The 1883 Krakatau eruption generated devastating tsunamis; the 2018 
Sunda Strait tsunami was triggered by the partial collapse of Anak Krakatau. 



●​ Geography link: Indonesia lies along the Pacific Ring of Fire, where active plate 
boundaries cause frequent volcanic eruptions and earthquakes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	CURRENTLY — 6th & 7th SEPTEMBER 2026 
	1. The House of Multilaterals — Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
	Context: The 26th SCO Summit at Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (31 August–1 September 2026) marked 25 years of the SCO and came amid conflicts in West Asia, the Russia–Ukraine war and growing geopolitical fragmentation.  
	1. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation — Composition & Role 
	2. 2026 Bishkek Summit — Major Developments 
	3. Why the SCO Matters to India 
	4. What India Advanced at Bishkek 
	5. Challenges for India 
	6. Way Forward for India 

	2. Power Beyond the Pulpit — Patriarchy and Women’s Public Space 
	Context: Remarks by a prominent Kerala Sunni religious leader opposing the public display of women during Milad celebrations, including their presence on streets or stages before men, have sparked debate over religious authority, gender norms and women’s participation in public life. 
	1. The Incident — A Reflection of Patriarchal Mindset 
	2. Patriarchy — The Larger Social Problem 
	3. Constitutional and Ethical Perspective 
	4. Tradition, Religion and Reform 
	5. Way Forward — From Protection to Participation 

	3. United Nations General Assembly Endorses Equal Earth Projection Map 
	Context: The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has endorsed the use of the Equal Earth projection, encouraging governments and institutions to move away from the traditional Mercator projection because it represents the relative size of continents more accurately. 
	1. Why Do We Need Different Map Projections? 
	2. Mercator Projection — The Existing Standard 
	3. Equal Earth Projection — What Is Different? 
	4. Why the Change Matters 

	4. Forest Rights Act and Gram Sabha Consent: The Legal and Governance Debate 
	Context: The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has clarified that the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006) contains no explicit provision requiring Gram Sabha consent for forest clearance, while FRA-related processes must nevertheless be completed before forest land is formally diverted for non-forest purposes. 
	1. Forest Rights Act, 2006 — What Does It Provide? 
	2. Where Does the Consent Issue Arise? 
	3. Why Has It Become a Project Bottleneck? 
	4. Parliamentary Committee’s Proposal 
	5. Governance Significance 
	6. Way Forward 

	5. The Political Cost of Unconditional Cash Transfer Schemes 
	Context: Since 2020, Unconditional Cash Transfer (UCT) schemes, particularly women-focused transfers, have expanded across Indian States. They provide immediate income support but raise concerns over targeting, fiscal sustainability, political incentives and long-term developmental impact. 
	1. UCTs — Purpose and Growing Importance 
	2. The Core Challenge — Targeting 
	3. Five Major Costs of UCT-Based Welfare 
	4. Tamil Nadu’s Kaalignar Magalir Urimai Thittam — Illustrative Case 
	5. UCTs vs Development-Oriented Welfare 
	6. Way Forward 

	6. Bhutan Eliminates Dog-Mediated Human Rabies as a Public Health Problem 
	Context: The World Health Organization (WHO) has validated Bhutan as the first country in the WHO South-East Asia Region to eliminate dog-mediated human rabies as a public health problem. Bhutan has recorded zero human deaths from dog-mediated rabies since June 2023.  
	1. Rabies — Why Elimination Matters 
	2. Bhutan’s Two-Pronged Strategy 
	3. One Health — The Core of Bhutan’s Success 
	4. WHO Validation — What Does It Mean? 
	5. Lessons for India 
	7. Mount Anak Krakatau Erupts in Sunda Strait 


