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1. Bihar’s Stake in the Ganga 
Water-Sharing Framework 
Source: The Pioneer​
Subject: GS-2 — Cooperative Federalism | Centre-State Relations | Transboundary Water 
Governance; GS-3 — Water Resources | Flood Management 

Context: The India–Bangladesh Ganga Water Sharing Treaty, 1996 expires on 12 
December 2026, raising questions about equitable water allocation, downstream interests and 
the participation of affected Indian States in treaty negotiations.  

1. 1996 Ganga Water Sharing Treaty: Framework for Dry-Season Allocation 

●​ Objective: The 1996 treaty provides a framework for sharing Ganga waters between 
India and Bangladesh during the dry season. 

●​ Allocation period: It operates from 1 March to 10 May, with water allocated in 10-day 
periods. 

●​ Minimum availability: Each side is entitled to a minimum of 35,000 cusecs, subject to 
the treaty’s flow-sharing provisions. 

●​ Broader cooperation: The agreement also envisages cooperation in flood 
management, irrigation, basin development and hydropower. 

●​ Renewal: Its approaching expiry creates an opportunity to reassess water-sharing 
arrangements using contemporary hydrological and climate data. 

2. Farakka: Where International Water Sharing Meets Domestic River 
Management 

●​ Purpose of the barrage: The Farakka Barrage was constructed to divert Ganga water 
into the Bhagirathi-Hooghly system, particularly to improve navigation and address 
siltation affecting the Kolkata–Haldia port system. 

●​ Wider significance: The port system is also important for the maritime connectivity of 
landlocked Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Nepal. 

●​ Multiple interests: Farakka therefore involves competing requirements of navigation, 
water allocation, irrigation, flood management and sediment management. 

3. Why Bihar Is Particularly Vulnerable 

●​ Geographical dependence: The Ganga spans about 16,200 sq km in Bihar, covering 
nearly 80% of the State’s geographical area through its river plains and sub-basins. 

●​ Dry-season problem: The Ganga’s flow entering Bihar falls sharply during the lean 
season, while substantial upstream extraction further affects downstream availability. 



●​ Tributary contribution: Bihar’s tributaries contribute more than 50% of the river’s 
total water flow during the dry season, making their management critical for 
downstream availability. 

●​ Developmental consequences: Reduced flows affect agriculture, irrigation, drinking 
water and livelihoods. 

4. Bihar’s Water Paradox: Dry-Season Scarcity and Monsoon Flooding 

●​ Two extremes: Bihar faces severe water stress in the dry season but recurrent 
flooding during the monsoon. 

●​ Flood vulnerability: Inadequate storage, uncontrolled monsoon flows and 
sedimentation aggravate flooding, particularly in North Bihar. 

●​ Upper-catchment dimension: Flood management therefore requires attention to the 
upper catchments, including cooperation with Nepal, rather than focusing only on 
downstream structures. 

●​ Integrated solution: Bihar needs both better flood moderation and improved 
dry-season water availability. 

5. The Federalism Gap in International River Governance 

●​ Institutional problem: International treaty negotiations are conducted by the Central 
Government, while water management has a substantial State-level dimension. 

●​ Representation issue: Bihar argues that it bears significant consequences of decisions 
concerning Ganga flows but has had limited participation in inter-State and 
international consultations. 

●​ Federal principle: A sound approach requires greater consultation with affected 
riparian States, without weakening the Union’s role in conducting foreign relations and 
international agreements. 

●​ 2026 opportunity: Treaty renewal can become an occasion to establish a more effective 
Centre–State consultation mechanism. 

6. Farakka and Flooding: Need for Evidence-Based River Management 

●​ Competing assessment: Bihar has associated Farakka with siltation, raised 
riverbeds and flooding, but technical assessments have not established the barrage as 
the sole or primary cause. 

●​ Sanyal Committee: The committee did not identify Farakka as the primary cause of 
Bihar’s flooding and recommended measures including monitoring, anti-siltation 
measures, dredging and coordination with Nepal. 

●​ Policy lesson: Complex river systems should be managed through basin-level 
scientific assessment, rather than attributing diverse hydrological problems to a single 
structure. 

7. Way Forward: Build a Basin-Wide and Federal Approach 



●​ Update the framework: Reassess the Ganga agreement using long-term data on 
agricultural, industrial and drinking-water requirements. 

●​ Climate-proof allocation: Incorporate changing rainfall patterns, river flows and 
climate risks into future water-sharing arrangements. 

●​ Strengthen federal consultation: Ensure meaningful participation of affected States in 
discussions surrounding transboundary rivers. 

●​ Improve sediment management: Develop systematic dredging and 
sediment-management mechanisms rather than ad-hoc interventions. 

●​ Strengthen upstream cooperation: Expand cooperation with Nepal and 
upper-riparian regions for flood control and catchment management. 

●​ Balance interests: Future arrangements should simultaneously protect India’s 
international commitments, Bangladesh’s legitimate requirements and the 
water-security interests of Indian riparian States. 



 

2. Judicial Integrity — A Case the Court 
Cannot Ignore 
Source: The Hindu​
Subject: GS-2 — Judiciary | Judicial Accountability | Judicial Appointments | Separation 
of Powers 

Context: Allegations concerning a High Court Chief Justice highlight a larger institutional 
problem: India has strong constitutional protection for judicial independence, but 



mechanisms for preventing, investigating and responding to judicial misconduct remain 
inadequate.  

1. Judicial Independence Must Be Matched by Judicial Accountability 

●​ Judicial integrity: Independence, impartiality and ethical conduct are essential for 
maintaining public confidence in the judiciary. 

●​ The dilemma: Judges must be protected from political or executive pressure, but this 
protection cannot become immunity from legitimate scrutiny. 

●​ Institutional responsibility: Credible allegations supported by verifiable material 
require a prompt, fair and institutional response, rather than prolonged inaction.  

2. Chief Justice as the “Master of the Roster” 

●​ Administrative power: The Chief Justice controls the allocation of cases and 
constitution of Benches. 

●​ Judicial precedent: State of Rajasthan v. Prakash Chand (1998) established the Chief 
Justice’s position as the “master of the roster.” 

●​ Why it matters: Concentration of such administrative authority makes transparent and 
principled case allocation essential to prevent perceptions of favouritism or misuse of 
power. 

3. Judicial Appointments: Independence with Transparency 

●​ Constitutional basis: 
○​ Article 124(2): Appointment of Supreme Court judges. 
○​ Article 217: Appointment of High Court judges. 
○​ Article 222: Transfer of High Court judges. 

●​ Existing concern: The present Collegium-based system is criticised for the absence of 
clear criteria and adequate transparency in selecting candidates. 

●​ Broader issue: Judicial accountability begins before appointment — an objective and 
credible selection process is necessary to strengthen institutional integrity.  

4. Why the Existing Misconduct-Removal System Is Inadequate 

●​ Constitutional removal: Under Articles 124(4) and 217, a Supreme Court or High 
Court judge can be removed only for proved misbehaviour or incapacity through the 
prescribed parliamentary process. 

●​ Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968: Provides the statutory mechanism for investigating 
allegations that may lead to removal. 

●​ Practical weakness: The impeachment mechanism is exceptionally difficult to use and 
has not provided an effective routine mechanism for judicial accountability. 

●​ Legislative gap: The Judicial Standards and Accountability Bill, passed by the Lok 
Sabha in 2012, lapsed with the dissolution of the 15th Lok Sabha in 2014.  



5. *K. Veeraswami v. Union of India (1991): Judicial Office Does Not Mean 
Absolute Immunity 

●​ Principle: The Supreme Court recognised that judges of the higher judiciary cannot be 
placed completely beyond the reach of criminal law. 

●​ Safeguard: Because criminal proceedings can also be misused to intimidate judges, the 
Court prescribed safeguards involving the Chief Justice of India before registration of a 
criminal case against a higher-court judge. 

●​ Balance: The case illustrates the constitutional need to protect judicial independence 
without creating judicial impunity.  

6. The In-House Mechanism: An Internal Safeguard with Limitations 

●​ Purpose: The Supreme Court adopted an in-house procedure in 1999 to address 
complaints of judicial misconduct without immediately resorting to impeachment. 

●​ Advantage: It provides an institutional route for dealing with serious concerns short of 
removal. 

●​ Limitation: The mechanism has not emerged as a completely transparent, permanent 
and sufficiently effective accountability system. 

●​ Core requirement: Serious allegations need timely verification and appropriate action 
while preserving natural justice and the dignity of judicial office.  

7. Lessons from Earlier Judicial Misconduct Episodes 

●​ Justice V. Ramaswami: During the 1990s controversy, administrative measures were 
used to keep the judge away from regular judicial work; the subsequent impeachment 
motion failed in Parliament. 

●​ Later approach: In subsequent controversies, Chief Justices have used administrative 
powers such as withdrawal of cases and transfer where considered necessary. 

●​ Lesson: Where formal removal is impractical, the Chief Justice must still exercise 
available institutional powers promptly, fairly and proportionately to protect the 
credibility of the judiciary.  

8. Structural Reforms Needed 

●​ Transparent appointments: Establish clearer and more objective criteria for selection 
and elevation of judges. 

●​ Accountable administration: Institutionalise transparent norms for roster allocation, 
transfers and case distribution. 

●​ Effective complaints mechanism: Create a credible, time-bound and impartial 
process for examining serious allegations. 

●​ Due process: Protect both the complainant and the accused judge through 
evidence-based investigation and opportunity to respond. 



●​ Legislative framework: Revive efforts for a comprehensive framework governing 
judicial standards and accountability. 

●​ Institutional balance: Reforms must strengthen accountability without allowing the 
Executive or political interests to compromise judicial independence. 

 



 

3. Silent Crisis of Our Time 
Source: The Statesman​
Subject: GS-1 — Indian Society | GS-2 — Health & Social Justice | GS-4 — Ethics | Essay 

Context: Loneliness is increasingly becoming a social and public-health concern as family, 
community and interpersonal bonds weaken amid urbanisation, migration, changing lifestyles 
and excessive digital dependence.  

1. Loneliness Is Different from Solitude 

●​ Solitude is voluntary and can be restorative; loneliness is the painful perception of 
inadequate connection, belonging or understanding. 

●​ Therefore, a person can be socially surrounded yet emotionally lonely. 
●​ The real concern is the absence of meaningful relationships, not simply being 

physically alone. 

2. Why Loneliness Is Increasing 

●​ Changing family structures: Nuclear families and geographical separation can weaken 
traditional support systems. 

●​ Urbanisation & migration: Mobility can disconnect individuals from established 
communities and neighbourhood networks. 

●​ Competitive lifestyles: Career pressures and shrinking social time reduce opportunities 
for sustained relationships. 

●​ Digital paradox: Social media expands contacts but can encourage superficial 
interaction, comparison and reduced face-to-face engagement. 

●​ Intergenerational disconnect: Elderly persons separated from children are particularly 
vulnerable to prolonged isolation.  

3. Loneliness Is Also a Public-Health Concern 

●​ Chronic loneliness is associated with depression, anxiety, cardiovascular disease, 
stroke, cognitive decline and premature mortality. 

●​ Its impact is often invisible because it leaves no obvious physical mark, making early 
recognition difficult. 



●​ The World Health Organization reported in 2025 that around one in six people globally 
experience loneliness.  

4. The Indian Dimension 

●​ Traditional institutions such as joint families, neighbourhoods and community 
networks historically provided emotional and social support. 

●​ Urbanisation, migration, changing family patterns and competitive education/employment 
are putting these support structures under pressure. 

●​ Both youth and elderly people can experience loneliness, although their causes and 
vulnerabilities may differ. 

5. Why Technology Cannot Replace Human Connection 

●​ Digital communication provides contact, but meaningful relationships require presence, 
empathy, trust, vulnerability and sustained interaction. 

●​ Excessive digital engagement can reduce the patience and attention necessary for 
deeper relationships. 

●​ Technology should therefore supplement rather than substitute real-world social 
bonds. 

6. Way Forward: Rebuild Social Connectedness 

●​ Strengthen community spaces: Develop accessible parks, libraries, community 
centres and neighbourhood activities that encourage interaction. 

●​ Family & community support: Promote regular visits, shared activities and 
intergenerational engagement, particularly for elderly persons. 

●​ Health-system response: Integrate screening for social isolation/loneliness into 
primary healthcare and geriatric care where appropriate. 

●​ Humane workplaces: Encourage workplaces that facilitate social interaction, 
cooperation and employee well-being, rather than focusing exclusively on productivity. 

●​ Responsible digital use: Promote balanced technology use and awareness of the 
difference between online connectivity and meaningful companionship. 

●​ Inclusive urban planning: Design cities and public spaces that enable people to meet, 
participate and belong. 

 



 



4. Arunachal Pradesh and Aksai Chin 
Shown Between Claim Lines 
Source: The Hindu​
Subject: GS-2 — India–China Relations | Territorial Disputes | United Nations | 
Cartography 

Context: A UN world map endorsed under the “Correct the Map” resolution depicts Arunachal 
Pradesh and Aksai Chin between Indian and Chinese claim lines, prompting India to clarify that 
its support was for equal-area cartographic representation, not for any particular depiction 
of its territory.  

1. What the UN Map Depicts 

●​ Arunachal Pradesh: Shown between Indian and Chinese claim lines, reflecting the 
unresolved India–China territorial dispute. 

●​ Aksai Chin: Similarly depicted between competing claim lines; India considers it part of 
Ladakh, while China exercises control over the area. 

●​ Jammu & Kashmir: The Line of Control (LoC) is shown as a dotted line, with a note 
that it approximately represents the line agreed upon by India and Pakistan. 

2. India’s Position: Vote Does Not Mean Acceptance of the Map 

●​ India voted in favour of the resolution, but specifically on the underlying principle of 
promoting equal-area cartographic representation. 

●​ The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) clarified that this does not constitute 
endorsement of any specific map, projection or depiction of national boundaries. 

●​ India reiterated that its sovereign territory, including Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh, 
must be depicted according to India’s official map. 

●​ Any inaccurate or misleading depiction of Indian territory is unacceptable.  
●​ This is consistent with India’s longstanding position that Arunachal Pradesh is an 

integral and inalienable part of India and that Chinese claims do not alter this position.  

3. Why the Map Does Not Determine Sovereignty 

●​ A claim line represents a State’s territorial claim; it does not necessarily indicate actual 
control or a settled international boundary. 

●​ A UN cartographic depiction is not, by itself, a legal settlement of sovereignty. 
●​ Therefore, the map should be understood as a representation of competing claims, 

not recognition of Chinese claims over Arunachal Pradesh or Aksai Chin. 

4. Broader Significance: Cartography and Geopolitics 



●​ Maps influence perception: International maps can shape how territorial disputes are 
understood globally. 

●​ Equal Earth approach: The “Correct the Map” initiative seeks more accurate 
equal-area representation, particularly correcting distortions in conventional world 
maps. 

●​ India’s dilemma: Supporting better global cartography does not require accepting a 
map that conflicts with India’s sovereign territorial position. 

 





5. Lucknow Tops Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan 2026 
Source: The Indian Express​
GS Subject: GS-3 — Environment, Pollution Control & Urban Governance 

1. Context 

●​ Lucknow has secured the 1st position among million-plus cities in the Swachh Vayu 
Sarvekshan (SVS) 2026, followed by Indore and Jabalpur. 

●​ The ranking recognises cities for their efforts and interventions to improve air quality. 

2. Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan — Basics 

●​ Introduced: 2022–23. 
●​ Ministry: Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC). 
●​ Assessment: Conducted with the involvement of the Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB). 
●​ Purpose: To assess the implementation of city-level air-pollution control measures 

under the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) and encourage competition among 
cities. 

●​ Key areas: Road dust, solid waste, C&D waste, vehicular emissions, industrial 
emissions, waste burning and particulate-matter reduction. 

●​ Important: SVS is not simply an AQI-based ranking; it primarily evaluates 
pollution-control interventions and their implementation. 

3. Categorisation & 2026 Rankings 

●​ Above 10 lakh population: 47 cities — Lucknow, Indore and Jabalpur ranked 1st, 
2nd and 3rd respectively. 

●​ 3–10 lakh population: 44 cities — Rourkela, Firozabad & Guntur, and Amravati 
ranked 1st, 2nd and 3rd respectively. 

●​ Below 3 lakh population: 40 cities — Kalinga Nagar, Angul and Talcher ranked 1st, 
2nd and 3rd respectively. 

●​ Total: 130 NCAP cities. 
●​ Delhi: 30th; Mumbai: 37th among million-plus cities. 

4. Why Lucknow Topped 

●​ Electric vehicles deployed for municipal waste collection. 
●​ Mechanised road sweeping to control road dust. 
●​ Improved solid-waste management. 
●​ Management of legacy waste. 
●​ These interventions address important local sources of particulate pollution. 



 

6. DAC Clears Defence Acquisition Proposals Worth 
₹1.10 Lakh Crore 
Source: The Indian Express​
GS Subject: GS-3 — Defence & Security 



1. Context 

●​ The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has granted Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) 
for defence acquisition proposals worth approximately ₹1.10 lakh crore. 

●​ Around 98% of the approved procurement will be sourced from Indian industry, 
providing a major push to defence indigenisation. 

2. Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) & Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) 

●​ DAC: Apex decision-making body of the Ministry of Defence for major defence 
acquisitions; chaired by the Defence Minister. 

●​ AoN: In-principle administrative approval establishing the necessity for a proposed 
defence acquisition. 

●​ AoN is an important initial stage of procurement and does not constitute the final 
procurement contract. 

3. Major Army Acquisitions 

●​ Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) Reconnaissance Vehicles: 
For detection, identification, monitoring and marking of areas contaminated by CBRN 
agents. 

●​ High Mobility Vehicles (HMVs): To enhance operational mobility and logistics support 
in difficult terrain. 

●​ Self-Propelled Mechanical Mine Layers (MMLs): To provide rapid mine-laying 
capability. 

●​ Advanced Light Helicopters (ALHs): For operations across varied terrain. 
●​ Trawl Tanks and Sarvatra Bridge System: To facilitate movement of fighting 

formations across difficult terrain and obstacles. 

4. Naval Systems 

●​ Arudhra Radar: Indigenous 4D multi-function phased-array radar, developed by 
DRDO and manufactured by Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL). 

○​ Provides surveillance, detection and tracking of aerial targets. 
○​ Uses electronic steering in azimuth and elevation. 
○​ Incorporates an Identification Friend or Foe (IFF) system. 
○​ Approved for replacing existing Air Route Surveillance Radars at various Naval 

Air Stations. 
●​ Marine Gas Turbines (MGT): 

○​ Used for warship propulsion. 
○​ Indigenous development of components and compressors will reduce 

dependence on foreign suppliers and imported spares. 
○​ A contract with Bharat Forge covers 12 sets of 1.25 MW Marine Gas Turbine 

Generators for Kolkata-class ships, with a minimum 60% indigenous content. 



5. Air Force & Other Systems 

●​ Proposals were approved to enhance the capabilities of fighter aircraft, transport 
aircraft and helicopters. 

●​ Ground-Based Multi-Purpose Jammer (GBMPJ): Provides electronic-warfare 
capability, including jamming of adversary radars. 

●​ Defence Forces Secure Access Card (DEFSAC): An RFID-based smart-card system 
intended to replace paper-based identity cards, passes and permits in defence 
establishments. 

6. Significance for Defence Indigenisation 

●​ 98% domestic sourcing strengthens India’s defence-industrial base. 
●​ Indigenous development of radars, marine gas-turbine technology and other 

systems reduces dependence on foreign suppliers. 
●​ Domestic capability in components, maintenance and life-cycle support improves 

technological and strategic autonomy. 
●​ The approvals support the objective of Aatmanirbhar Bharat in Defence. 

 


	CURRENTLY — 8 SEPTEMBER 2026 
	1. Bihar’s Stake in the Ganga Water-Sharing Framework 
	1. 1996 Ganga Water Sharing Treaty: Framework for Dry-Season Allocation 
	2. Farakka: Where International Water Sharing Meets Domestic River Management 
	3. Why Bihar Is Particularly Vulnerable 
	4. Bihar’s Water Paradox: Dry-Season Scarcity and Monsoon Flooding 
	5. The Federalism Gap in International River Governance 
	6. Farakka and Flooding: Need for Evidence-Based River Management 
	7. Way Forward: Build a Basin-Wide and Federal Approach 

	2. Judicial Integrity — A Case the Court Cannot Ignore 
	1. Judicial Independence Must Be Matched by Judicial Accountability 
	2. Chief Justice as the “Master of the Roster” 
	3. Judicial Appointments: Independence with Transparency 
	4. Why the Existing Misconduct-Removal System Is Inadequate 
	5. *K. Veeraswami v. Union of India (1991): Judicial Office Does Not Mean Absolute Immunity 
	6. The In-House Mechanism: An Internal Safeguard with Limitations 
	7. Lessons from Earlier Judicial Misconduct Episodes 
	8. Structural Reforms Needed 

	3. Silent Crisis of Our Time 
	1. Loneliness Is Different from Solitude 
	2. Why Loneliness Is Increasing 
	3. Loneliness Is Also a Public-Health Concern 
	4. The Indian Dimension 
	5. Why Technology Cannot Replace Human Connection 
	6. Way Forward: Rebuild Social Connectedness 

	4. Arunachal Pradesh and Aksai Chin Shown Between Claim Lines 
	1. What the UN Map Depicts 
	2. India’s Position: Vote Does Not Mean Acceptance of the Map 
	3. Why the Map Does Not Determine Sovereignty 
	4. Broader Significance: Cartography and Geopolitics 
	5. Lucknow Tops Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan 2026 
	1. Context 
	2. Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan — Basics 
	3. Categorisation & 2026 Rankings 
	4. Why Lucknow Topped 

	6. DAC Clears Defence Acquisition Proposals Worth ₹1.10 Lakh Crore 
	1. Context 
	2. Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) & Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) 
	3. Major Army Acquisitions 
	4. Naval Systems 
	5. Air Force & Other Systems 
	6. Significance for Defence Indigenisation 



