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1. Oman Pitches Sohar Port to India 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS-2: India–Oman Relations, Strategic Connectivity​
 GS-3: Energy Security, Ports & Maritime Infrastructure 

1. Context 



●​ Oman has invited Indian investment in Sohar Port, located on the Gulf of Oman, 
outside the Strait of Hormuz. 

●​ The proposal is important for India because it can provide an additional gateway to 
Gulf energy resources and regional markets, particularly amid instability around the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

2. Sohar Port: Basic Information 

●​ Located in northern Oman on the Gulf of Oman, giving ships direct access to the 
Arabian Sea without passing through the Strait of Hormuz. 

●​ Handles around 72 million tonnes of cargo annually and has attracted investments of 
over $30 billion. 

●​ Functions as an integrated port, industrial and logistics hub, offering opportunities for 
Indian manufacturers, exporters and businesses. 

●​ Oman has already offered India access to Duqm and Salalah; Sohar provides another 
potential logistics and energy gateway. 

3. India’s Existing Overseas Port Access 

●​ Duqm, Oman: India has access to facilities at the Duqm Special Economic Zone, 
including the seaport, dry dock and airport, for Indian armed forces.  

●​ Chabahar, Iran: Indian-operated terminal providing connectivity towards Afghanistan 
and Central Asia while bypassing Pakistan. 

●​ Sittwe, Myanmar: Developed with Indian assistance under the Kaladan Multimodal 
Transit Transport Project, connecting India’s Northeast with the Bay of Bengal. 

●​ Sabang, Indonesia: Cooperation with Indonesia at a strategically located port near the 
Malacca Strait. 

●​ Salalah, Oman: Commercial port providing another link between India and markets in 
West Asia and Africa. 

4. How Overseas Port Access Benefits India 

●​ Energy Security: Provides alternative routes for oil and gas imports and reduces 
vulnerability to disruption at major maritime chokepoints. 

●​ Trade & Connectivity: Gives Indian companies direct access to regional markets and 
supports exports, logistics and supply chains. 

●​ Supply-Chain Resilience: Multiple ports and routes reduce dependence on any single 
maritime corridor during geopolitical disruptions. 

●​ Strategic Maritime Reach: Strengthens India’s presence across the Indian Ocean 
Region and supports the security of Sea Lines of Communication. 

●​ Access to Key Regions: Chabahar supports connectivity with Central Asia, Sittwe with 
Southeast Asia, while Omani ports strengthen India’s access to West Asia and Africa. 

●​ Strategic Autonomy: A diversified network of overseas port access gives India greater 
flexibility in managing energy, trade and maritime-security interests. 



 

 

2. Along the Coasts and in the Sea, the 
Dawn of a Sunrise Sector 
Source: The Indian Express​
 GS-3: Blue Economy, Fisheries, Coastal Economy, Sustainable Development 



1. Context 

●​ India’s Blue Economy is emerging as an important avenue for growth, employment and 
coastal development. 

●​ India has a coastline of over 11,000 km and an Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of 
nearly 24 lakh sq. km., offering considerable marine-resource potential. 

2. Fisheries: Emerging Potential 

●​ India is a major fish-producing country, contributing around 8% of global fish 
production and supporting nearly 3 crore fishers and fish farmers. 

●​ Fish production crossed 195 lakh tonnes in 2024–25, while seafood exports have 
exceeded ₹73,000 crore. 

●​ The sector has potential beyond fishing through processing, cold chains, packaging, 
transportation, logistics and exports. 

●​ Deep-sea and high-seas fisheries can help India utilise its EEZ more effectively and 
expand opportunities for coastal communities. 

3. Government Measures 

●​ The creation of the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying in 2019 
provided dedicated institutional focus to the sector. 

●​ Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) promotes modernisation, 
infrastructure, productivity and sustainable fisheries. 

●​ The Fisheries Rules for the EEZ and Guidelines for Fisheries in the High Seas, 
2025 provide a framework for responsible fishing. 

●​ The Union Budget 2025–26 recognised the potential of deep-sea fisheries and provided 
an enabling framework for sustainable utilisation of the EEZ. 

●​ Lakshadweep, with its extensive lagoon, territorial waters and EEZ, represents an 
important area for sustainable marine-fisheries development. 

4. Challenges 

●​ Overfishing and IUU fishing: Can reduce fish stocks and undermine sustainable 
livelihoods. 

●​ Limited deep-sea capacity: Need for better vessels, technology, skills and finance for 
fishermen. 

●​ Infrastructure gaps: Inadequate cold storage, processing and logistics limit value 
addition and increase losses. 

●​ Climate and ecological pressures: Changing marine conditions, pollution and 
degradation of coastal ecosystems affect fisheries. 

●​ Uneven value addition: Greater processing and branding are required to capture higher 
value from seafood exports. 



5. Way Forward 

●​ Develop deep-sea fishing, aquaculture and marine processing through technology 
and scientific management. 

●​ Strengthen cold-chain, storage, processing and export infrastructure. 
●​ Promote sustainable fishing and strengthen monitoring against IUU fishing. 
●​ Increase participation of women and youth in processing, entrepreneurship and allied 

activities. 
●​ Ensure that expansion of the Blue Economy remains consistent with marine 

conservation and the long-term interests of coastal communities. 
●​  

 

3. EU Offers Canada ‘Associate 
Membership’; Proposes New Security 
Body 
Source: The Hindu​
GS-2: International Relations — European Union, Global Security, Strategic Partnerships 



1. Context 

●​ European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen has proposed that Canada 
become the European Union’s first associate member. 

●​ She has simultaneously proposed a European Security Council to bring the EU and 
selected partner countries into closer security coordination. 

2. European Union: Institutional Basics 

●​ The European Union (EU) is a union of 27 European states based on economic and 
political integration, with certain powers exercised collectively through common 
institutions. 

●​ European Council: Comprises the heads of state or government of EU member states. 
It sets the overall political direction and priorities of the Union. 

●​ European Commission: Acts as the EU’s executive body. It proposes legislation, 
implements EU policies and manages the EU budget. 

●​ European Parliament: Directly elected by EU citizens. It participates in legislation, 
budgetary decisions and democratic oversight. 

●​ Council of the European Union: Represents the governments of member states 
through their ministers. Along with the European Parliament, it adopts EU legislation. 

●​ Court of Justice of the European Union: Ensures that EU law is interpreted and 
applied uniformly across member states. 

●​ The EU’s major economic foundation is the Single Market, based on the free movement 
of goods, services, capital and people. 

3. Proposed Associate Membership for Canada 

●​ The proposal is for a relationship below full EU membership, allowing Canada to 
deepen institutional cooperation with the Union while remaining outside it. 

●​ Areas identified for closer cooperation include defence, energy, critical minerals, 
artificial intelligence, quantum technology and economic security. 

●​ Associate membership is not presently an established category under the EU 
treaties; therefore, its precise rights, obligations and institutional arrangements would 
have to be negotiated. 

●​ The proposal builds on existing EU–Canada cooperation, including the Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA). 

4. Proposed European Security Council 

●​ The proposed European Security Council would provide a political forum for the EU 
and selected non-EU partners, including Canada, the United Kingdom, Norway and 
Ukraine, to discuss and coordinate responses to security challenges. 

●​ It is intended to strengthen coordination against hybrid and emerging threats, including 
sabotage, cyberattacks and drone-related incidents. 



●​ The proposal seeks to bring countries with significant security interests in Europe into a 
more regular framework of consultation and coordinated action. 

5. Significance 

●​ Strategic cooperation: Expands the EU’s partnerships beyond its immediate 
membership. 

●​ Economic security: Critical minerals, energy and advanced technologies are 
increasingly linked with national security. 

●​ Hybrid threats: Creates greater scope for coordinated responses to security challenges 
that do not necessarily take the form of conventional military conflict. 

●​ Flexible partnerships: The Canada proposal represents an attempt to develop a 
relationship between conventional external partnership and full membership. 

●​ India: Relevant to the evolving role of strategic partnerships, middle-power 
cooperation and diversification of international relationships. 



 

4. U.S. Clears Russia Sanctions Bill; India 
Faces Tariff Threat 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS-2: India–US Relations, Russia–Ukraine Conflict, International Trade​
 GS-3: Energy Security, Crude Oil, Global Energy Market 

1. Context 



●​ The U.S. House of Representatives has passed the Russia sanctions Bill, which 
authorises the U.S. President to impose tariffs of up to 100% on countries purchasing 
Russian oil and gas. 

●​ The provision is significant for India because of its substantial dependence on Russian 
crude oil. 

2. India’s Dependence on Russian Crude 

●​ Import dependence: India meets over 88% of its crude-oil requirement through imports. 
●​ Russia’s position: Russia is India’s largest crude-oil supplier. 
●​ July 2026: Russian crude accounted for over 51% of India’s oil imports. 
●​ August 2026: Russian crude imports were around 2.08 million barrels per day 

(mbpd), about 45% of total imports. 
●​ Post-2022 shift: Russian oil purchases increased substantially after discounted crude 

became available following Western sanctions on Russia. 
●​ Strategic significance: Russian crude has become an important component of India’s 

energy-security and supply-diversification strategy. 

3. What the U.S. Bill Provides 

●​ The legislation targets the five largest purchasers of Russian petroleum or natural 
gas. 

●​ It authorises tariffs of up to 100% on goods imported from such countries. 
●​ It also provides for measures against entities and vessels associated with Russia’s 

“shadow fleet”. 
●​ The U.S. President would have powers to waive the measures in the national 

interest. 
●​ The Bill therefore creates a potential secondary economic pressure on countries 

maintaining substantial Russian-energy purchases. 

4. Implications for India 

●​ Energy security: Replacing Russian crude on a large scale would require greater 
purchases from alternative suppliers. 

●​ Oil-price risk: Disruption of Russian supplies could tighten global crude markets and 
raise prices. 

●​ Import bill: Higher crude prices would increase India’s petroleum import expenditure 
and could widen the trade deficit. 

●​ Domestic economy: Higher energy costs can raise transportation, production and 
consumer-price pressures. 

●​ Exports: Higher U.S. tariffs could reduce the competitiveness of Indian exports in the 
U.S. market. 

●​ Strategic balancing: India would have to manage its energy requirements alongside its 
India–US economic relationship and strategic ties with Russia. 



5. India’s Position 

●​ The Ministry of External Affairs has reiterated India’s commitment to ensuring energy 
security through diversified sourcing. 

●​ India has also highlighted that measures affecting Russian energy trade can have 
implications for the international energy market, apart from bilateral relations. 

●​ The situation reinforces the need for diversification of suppliers, flexible 
procurement and greater resilience in energy security. 

 

5. Does the BRICS Summit Signify a Shift 
for Indian Foreign Policy? 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS-2: International Relations — Indian Foreign Policy, BRICS, Strategic Autonomy, 
Multi-alignment 



1. Context 

●​ The 18th BRICS Summit, held in New Delhi on 12–13 September 2026, adopted the 
New Delhi Declaration. 

●​ India’s engagement with Russia, China and Iran, along with the Declaration’s positions 
on sanctions, global governance and West Asia, has raised the question of whether 
India’s foreign-policy orientation is changing. 

2. India’s Current Foreign Policy 

●​ Strategic autonomy: Maintain independent decision-making and avoid dependence on 
any single major power. 

●​ Multi-alignment: Simultaneously engage with different and competing power centres 
according to national interests. 

●​ Global South diplomacy: Push for greater representation of developing countries in 
global institutions. 

●​ Issue-based partnerships: Work with different countries and groupings depending on 
the specific issue. 

●​ Diversified engagement: India participates in platforms such as BRICS, G20, SCO, 
Quad and maintains bilateral partnerships across geopolitical blocs. 

3. What at the BRICS Summit Created the Impression of a Shift? 

●​ Russia and China: Prime Minister Narendra Modi held high-level meetings with 
Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping at the summit. 

●​ Iran: Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian was invited to the summit, providing a 
platform for high-level India–Iran engagement. 

●​ Unilateral sanctions: The New Delhi Declaration opposed unilateral economic and 
secondary sanctions contrary to international law. 

●​ West Asia: The Declaration gave significant attention to the Palestinian issue, civilian 
protection and conflicts in West Asia. 

●​ Ukraine: The 2026 Declaration contained no direct reference to Ukraine, unlike 
several earlier BRICS declarations. 

●​ Financial cooperation: BRICS continued discussions on local-currency settlements 
and cross-border payment mechanisms. 

●​ Global governance: The Declaration called for greater representation of emerging 
markets and developing countries in global institutions. 

4. Does This Indicate a Change in India’s Foreign Policy? 

●​ Continuity in strategic autonomy: India continues to maintain relationships with the 
US, Europe, Russia, China and the Global South rather than aligning exclusively with 
one bloc. 



●​ Greater BRICS engagement: India is using BRICS more actively for Global South 
representation, multilateral reform and economic cooperation. 

●​ Closer engagement with non-Western powers: High-level interaction with Russia and 
China and the invitation to Iran gave the summit a stronger non-Western dimension. 

●​ Independent position on sanctions: India’s participation in a declaration opposing 
unilateral sanctions reflects its long-standing preference for sovereign policy space. 

●​ Ukraine: The absence of a direct reference to Ukraine was notable, but it should not by 
itself be treated as evidence of a change in India’s Russia or Western policy. 

●​ Continued Western engagement: India continues substantial cooperation with Western 
countries in trade, defence, technology and the Indo-Pacific. 

●​ Change in emphasis: The developments indicate a greater diplomatic emphasis and 
confidence in non-Western platforms, rather than an established change in the basic 
framework of Indian foreign policy. 





6. How Melting Glaciers Could Put 20% of 
GDP at Risk 
Source: The Indian Express​
 GS-1: Geography — Himalayas, Glaciers, River Systems​
 GS-3: Environment — Climate Change, Water Security, Disaster Management 

1. Context 

●​ A report titled “A Resilient Himalaya: Protecting a Region at Risk and Securing 
Future Prosperity” estimates that ₹64.8 lakh crore, or 21.5% of India’s FY24 GDP, is 
dependent on the Himalayas. 

●​ Accelerating glacier melt threatens the reliability of water flows supporting agriculture, 
industry, cities and hydropower. 

2. Himalayas and India’s Economy 

●​ River systems: The Himalayas feed the Indus, Ganga and Brahmaputra systems. 
●​ Agriculture: Himalayan rivers support major agricultural production, including wheat 

and rice in the Indo-Gangetic Plain. 
●​ Industry and cities: Downstream industries and urban centres depend on 

Himalayan-fed rivers and groundwater recharge. 
●​ Hydropower: Himalayan river systems are particularly important for hydropower 

generation, including in the Northeast. 
●​ Economic estimate: The report’s 21.5% GDP figure covers direct Himalayan economic 

activity, downstream economic activity and wider supply-chain and spending effects. 

3. Glacier Melt and “Peak Water” 

●​ Natural water storage: Glaciers store water as ice and release meltwater into rivers, 
particularly during the dry season. 

●​ Initial effect: Faster warming can temporarily increase glacier melt and river flows. 
●​ Peak Water: Himalayan river basins are expected to reach “Peak Water” around the 

middle of this century, when glacier-derived runoff reaches its maximum. 
●​ Post-Peak risk: As glacier ice reserves shrink, meltwater contribution can decline, 

increasing long-term water-security risks. 

4. Black Carbon and Glacier Melting 

●​ Black carbon: Produced through incomplete combustion, it settles on snow and 
reduces its reflectivity, increasing absorption of solar radiation and accelerating melting. 



●​ Major sources: The report highlights brick kilns, cookstoves, transport and 
crop-residue burning. 

●​ Zigzag kilns: Conversion to zigzag technology can reduce black-carbon and 
particulate emissions by about 70% and fuel consumption by 20–30%. 

●​ Adoption gap: Punjab and Haryana have completed the transition, while Uttar Pradesh 
has converted around 56% of its kilns. 

5. Wider Risks 

●​ Disaster vulnerability: The Himalayas account for about 18% of India’s land area but 
around 35% of its disasters, according to the report. 

●​ Economic disruption: Floods, landslides and other climate-related disasters can 
disrupt food production, water supply, infrastructure and supply chains. 

●​ Fiscal pressure: Repeated disaster losses and reconstruction can divert resources from 
long-term resilience and development. 

6. Way Forward 

●​ Reduce black carbon: Accelerate clean technologies in brick kilns, transport, 
household energy and agricultural burning. 

●​ Strengthen water management: Improve glacier and river monitoring, groundwater 
management and climate-resilient irrigation. 

●​ Build resilient infrastructure: Integrate climate and disaster-risk assessments into 
Himalayan infrastructure planning. 

●​ Adopt a landscape approach: Coordinate action across Himalayan States and 
downstream regions because the impacts extend beyond the mountain region. 
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