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1. India–New Zealand Free Trade Agreement to Come into 
Effect on October 20 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS: GS-2/GS-3 — India–New Zealand Relations, International Trade, Agriculture, MSMEs 

Context 

●​ The India–New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA) will enter into force on 20 
October 2026, creating wider opportunities for trade, investment, services and 
professional mobility while protecting India’s sensitive agricultural sectors.  



1. Key Provisions 

●​ Zero-duty access: New Zealand will eliminate tariffs on 100% of Indian exports, 
covering sectors such as textiles, leather, footwear, engineering goods, pharmaceuticals 
and processed food.  

●​ Indian tariff offer: India has opened around 70% of tariff lines, covering about 95% of 
bilateral trade value, with several products receiving phased concessions.  

●​ Investment: New Zealand has committed to facilitate US$20 billion investment in 
India over 15 years, covering agriculture, manufacturing, infrastructure, startups and 
emerging technologies.  

●​ Services and mobility: Access has been expanded across 118 services sectors, with 
a dedicated pathway for 5,000 skilled Indian professionals and enhanced student and 
youth mobility.  

●​ Trade facilitation: Faster customs procedures, electronic certification and simplified 
regulatory processes are intended to reduce transaction costs.  

2. How It Will Help India 

●​ Boost exports and employment: Duty-free access can improve the competitiveness of 
Indian labour-intensive sectors such as textiles, leather and footwear, supporting 
MSMEs and employment.  

●​ Strengthen manufacturing: Duty-free access to inputs such as wooden logs, coking 
coal and metal scrap can reduce production costs and improve competitiveness.  

●​ Expand services exports: Greater access for IT, professional services, healthcare, 
education, construction, tourism and other sectors creates opportunities for India’s 
skilled workforce.  

●​ Attract capital and technology: The investment commitment can support domestic 
manufacturing, infrastructure, innovation and technology-intensive sectors.  

●​ Improve pharmaceuticals and medical-device access: Acceptance of inspections 
from recognised regulators can reduce duplication and speed up market entry for Indian 
products.  

3. Safeguards and Wider Significance 

●​ Protection of farmers: India has excluded dairy and several sensitive agricultural 
products from tariff concessions, protecting vulnerable domestic sectors.  

●​ Agricultural productivity: Cooperation on apples, kiwifruit, Manuka honey and other 
areas can bring technology, knowledge transfer and productivity improvements to Indian 
agriculture.  

●​ Human-capital linkages: Professional, student and youth mobility connects trade in 
goods with skills, knowledge and services. 

●​ Trade diversification: The agreement gives Indian businesses greater access to a 
developed market and supports the broader target of raising bilateral 
goods-and-services trade to NZ$7 billion by 2030.  



 



2. India to Join “Partners for Multilateralism” Initiative at 
the United Nations 
Source: The Hindu​
GS: GS-2 — United Nations, Multilateralism, Global Governance, International Relations 

Context 

●​ India is participating in the Partners for Multilateralism (P4M) initiative at the United 
Nations General Assembly, which seeks to strengthen UN-based multilateralism and 
reform global institutions amid growing geopolitical fragmentation.  

1. What is Partners for Multilateralism (P4M)? 

●​ Founding members: European Union, Brazil, Kenya and Canada initiated the grouping. 
●​ Nature: It is a flexible and open platform, rather than a new exclusive bloc or 

international organisation. 
●​ Purpose: To bring countries from different regions and political traditions together for 

dialogue, coalition-building and practical cooperation.  

2. What Does P4M Seek to Achieve? 

●​ UN reform: Make multilateral institutions more representative, legitimate, effective 
and inclusive. 

●​ International law: Reinforce principles of the UN Charter, sovereign equality, 
territorial integrity and peaceful settlement of disputes. 

●​ Global challenges: Promote collective responses to climate change, artificial 
intelligence, global health, digital transformation and economic disruptions.  

●​ Practical multilateralism: Convert common principles into coordinated action rather 
than creating another parallel institution. 

3. Why India is Participating 

●​ Strategic autonomy: Provides another platform through which India can engage 
different power centres without aligning exclusively with any one bloc. 

●​ UN reform: India can advance its longstanding demand for greater representation and 
reform of multilateral institutions, particularly the UN system. 

●​ Global South voice: India can connect the concerns of developing countries with 
European and other middle-power partners. 

●​ Issue-based cooperation: P4M creates space for cooperation on emerging issues such 
as AI governance, climate change, health security and digital transformation. 

4. Significance for India 



●​ Coalition-building: Adds another avenue for India to build flexible coalitions on specific 
global issues. 

●​ Bridge-building role: India can engage countries across different geopolitical groupings 
while retaining its existing participation in BRICS, G20, Quad and other forums. 

●​ Reformed multilateral order: The initiative aligns with India’s emphasis on a more 
representative, inclusive and effective global governance system.  

 



 

3. A Malacca–Singapore Model for Resolving the Strait of 
Hormuz 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS: GS-2 — International Relations, Maritime Security, UNCLOS, West Asia 

Context 

●​ The continuing crisis around the Strait of Hormuz has renewed interest in the 
cooperative framework developed by Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore for 
managing the strategically important Malacca–Singapore Straits. 

1. What Was the Malacca–Singapore Model? 

●​ Littoral-state cooperation: Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore retained primary 
responsibility for the Straits while cooperating on common maritime concerns. 

●​ International participation: User states, shipping companies and other stakeholders 
were allowed to contribute to navigation and safety projects. 

●​ Cooperative Mechanism (2007): It created a framework for navigation safety and 
environmental protection, consistent with Article 43 of UNCLOS.  



●​ Aids to Navigation Fund: Voluntary contributions from user states and other 
stakeholders helped maintain navigation infrastructure without imposing mandatory 
transit charges.  

●​ Core principle: The model separated sovereignty disputes from practical 
cooperation and focused on keeping the waterway safe, open and environmentally 
sustainable. 

2. How Could It Be Applied to the Strait of Hormuz? 

●​ Iran–Oman-led framework: Iran and Oman, as the principal littoral states, could take 
the primary role in establishing a cooperative mechanism for the Strait. 

●​ User-state participation: Major energy-importing and shipping countries, including 
India, could contribute financially and technically to navigation safety, monitoring and 
emergency-response systems. 

●​ Navigation and environmental fund: A voluntary fund could finance navigational 
aids, hydrographic surveys, pollution control, wreck removal and maritime 
emergency response, following the Malacca model.  

●​ UNCLOS-based arrangement: The framework could seek to reconcile littoral-state 
security concerns with uninterrupted international navigation, including the 
principle of transit passage under UNCLOS.  

●​ No transit tolls: As in Malacca–Singapore, cooperation could focus on safety and 
shared responsibility without turning international passage into a system of compulsory 
charges. The International Maritime Organization has specifically reaffirmed that Hormuz 
should remain free of tolls and charges.  



 

4. Nearly 40% of Coal Power Plants Critically Low on Fuel 
Source: Reuters​
 GS: GS-3 — Energy Security, Coal, Power Sector, Climate Change 

Context 

●​ 74 of India’s 190 thermal power plants had critically low coal stocks as of 19 
September 2026, with inventories falling to 22.9 million tonnes (MT), equivalent to only 
about 7 days of stock cover. The immediate pressure is linked to high electricity 
demand, monsoon-related logistics disruptions and lower hydropower generation.  

1. Current Coal and Power Situation 



●​ Critical plants: 74 plants had stocks below 25% of the normative requirement, up 
from 51 in August.  

●​ Stock depletion: Plant-level coal inventories fell 24% from August 31 to 22.9 MT; 
August stocks were about 42% lower year-on-year.  

●​ Rising demand: Electricity demand crossed 255 GW in early September, with demand 
approaching 267 GW; the year’s peak has been around 270 GW.  

●​ Thermal generation: Coal-based generation rose about 13% in August, as higher 
demand increased coal consumption.  

●​ Renewables: Renewable generation increased 20.7% during April–August, but its 
intermittent nature means coal remains important for round-the-clock supply.  

2. Why the Shortage Has Emerged 

●​ Demand surge: Hotter-than-normal conditions increased cooling demand and electricity 
consumption. 

●​ Monsoon disruption: Heavy rainfall affected coal production, loading and railway 
movement in the eastern coal belt. 

●​ Transport bottleneck: During April–August, coal consumption by thermal plants 
increased about 8%, while rake loading rose only around 5% and coal receipts around 
3%.  

●​ Hydropower weakness: Lower rainfall reduced hydro generation, increasing 
dependence on thermal power. 

●​ Import dependence: Power-sector coal imports reached 5.52 MT in August, an 85.6% 
year-on-year increase and a 15-month high; around 80% came from Indonesia.  

●​ Important distinction: Coal availability at the production end is not necessarily the main 
problem. Coal India had around 76 MT at pitheads, indicating that the immediate 
constraint is largely evacuation and replenishment at power plants.  

3. What Does It Mean for Energy Security? 

●​ Supply reliability: Persistently low inventories reduce the buffer available during 
another sudden demand surge. 

●​ Higher costs: Greater reliance on imported coal exposes power producers to 
international price movements; Indonesian coal prices had already risen 18–20% since 
May.  

●​ Renewable transition challenge: Rapid renewable expansion must be accompanied by 
storage, transmission and grid flexibility so that coal is not required to compensate 
for every shortfall. 

●​ Nature of the present problem: Current assessments indicate a largely 
logistics-driven and potentially temporary inventory problem, rather than evidence 
of an immediate structural shortage of coal resources.  

4. Solutions 



●​ Strengthen coal evacuation: Expand railway rakes, sidings, first-mile connectivity and 
alternative road evacuation for plants facing critical stocks. 

●​ Maintain strategic buffers: Improve plant-level inventory management before and 
during the monsoon, with priority replenishment for non-pithead plants. 

●​ Diversify transport: Use rail-road combinations and dedicated coal corridors to reduce 
dependence on a single evacuation route. 

●​ Improve domestic supply response: Maintain adequate mining and pithead stocks 
while improving monsoon-resilient mining and transportation infrastructure. 

●​ Build renewable flexibility: Accelerate battery storage, pumped-storage 
hydropower, transmission capacity and demand-response systems so renewable 
electricity can increasingly meet peak and round-the-clock requirements. 

●​ Reduce import vulnerability: Use imported coal as a flexible supplementary source 
rather than allowing temporary domestic logistics disruptions to create excessive 
dependence on costly imports. 

 

5. Conservation, Compensation: Tackling Himachal 
Monkey Menace 
Source: The Indian Express​
 GS: GS-3 — Environment, Human-Wildlife Conflict, Wildlife Conservation 

Context 

●​ Monkey attacks in Shimla: A recent fatal attack has highlighted the continuing 
human-macaque conflict in Himachal Pradesh. 

1. Rhesus Macaque: Key Facts 



●​ Species: Rhesus macaque (Macaca mulatta) — a widely distributed primate found 
across South and Southeast Asia. 

●​ Legal status: Removed from the protected category under the Wild Life (Protection) 
Amendment Act, 2022. 

●​ Population trend: Himachal Pradesh witnessed a decline from about 3.17 lakh (2004) 
to 1.36 lakh (2019–20). 

●​ Population control: Sterilisation has been used extensively to control its population. 

2. Problems Created 

●​ Human attacks: Frequent monkey attacks cause injuries and, in some cases, deaths. 
●​ Urban conflict: Monkeys increasingly enter residential areas in search of food. 
●​ Agricultural damage: Crop raiding can affect farmers and rural livelihoods. 
●​ Public safety: Increasing interaction creates risks for pedestrians, residents and 

tourists. 

3. Reasons for the Conflict 

●​ Easy food availability: Household waste and open garbage provide an assured food 
source. 

●​ Human feeding: Feeding by residents and visitors encourages monkeys to remain 
around settlements. 

●​ Habitat pressure: Reduction or disturbance of natural habitats pushes animals towards 
human-dominated areas. 

●​ Weak waste management: Unsecured food waste sustains monkey populations around 
urban areas. 

4. Managing the Problem 

●​ Waste management: Secure garbage and eliminate easily accessible food waste. 
●​ Regulate feeding: Discourage deliberate feeding of monkeys in residential and tourist 

areas. 
●​ Scientific sterilisation: Continue population-control programmes with regular 

monitoring. 
●​ Habitat management: Improve natural food and habitat availability to reduce 

dependence on human settlements. 
●​ Institutional coordination: Clearly divide responsibilities and funding between the 

Forest Department and Urban Local Bodies. 
●​ Victim compensation: Develop a clear mechanism for people suffering serious 

human-wildlife conflict. 
●​ O human-dominated areas. 
●​ Weak waste management: Unsecured food waste sustains monkey populations around 

urban areas. 



 

6. Class 10 Students Assaulted in Bihar’s Jamui 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS: GS-2 — Women & Children, Fundamental Rights, Law and Order, Governance | GS-4 — 
Human Dignity, Empathy, Constitutional Morality 

Context 



●​ Jamui, Bihar: Two Class 10 students returning from coaching were allegedly assaulted 
and harassed by a group of men. 

●​ The incident raises concerns over women’s safety, dignity of minors, public safety 
and rule of law. 

1. Constitutional and Ethical Dimensions 

●​ Article 14: Guarantees equality before law and equal protection of laws. 
●​ Article 15(1): Prohibits discrimination on grounds including sex. 
●​ Article 21: Protection of life and personal liberty includes the right to dignity, privacy 

and personal security. 
●​ Human dignity: No individual can be subjected to humiliation, violence or coercion in 

the name of social norms. 
●​ Constitutional morality: Social attitudes cannot override individual rights or justify 

taking the law into one’s own hands. 

2. Why the Incident Matters 

●​ Women and child safety: Girls and minors require safe access to education, coaching 
and public spaces. 

●​ Patriarchal attitudes: Control over women’s mobility, behaviour or choices can 
undermine equality and autonomy. 

●​ Mob behaviour: Collective intimidation weakens the rule of law when individuals 
assume authority to police others. 

●​ Digital amplification: Circulation of videos of such incidents can cause further 
humiliation and violate the privacy of minors. 

●​ State responsibility: Effective policing, speedy investigation and victim-sensitive 
administration are essential for public confidence. 

3. Protection of Children and Victims 

●​ POCSO Act, 2012: Provides a specialised framework for protection of children from 
sexual offences. 

●​ Privacy of children: Section 23 restricts disclosure of a child’s identity through media; 
Section 24 requires safeguards while recording a child’s statement.  

●​ Victim-centred approach: Investigation should ensure safety, confidentiality, 
counselling and protection from secondary victimisation. 

●​ Digital responsibility: Unlawful circulation of material identifying or humiliating a minor 
can compound the original harm. 

4. National Commission for Women 

●​ Nature: The National Commission for Women (NCW) is a statutory body constituted 
under the National Commission for Women Act, 1990; it was established in 1992.  



●​ Mandate: Examine constitutional and legal safeguards for women and recommend 
measures for their effective implementation. 

●​ Suo motu power: Under Section 10, NCW can take suo motu notice of matters 
involving deprivation of women’s rights or non-implementation of protective laws.  

●​ Other functions: 
○​ Examine complaints and violations of women’s rights. 
○​ Review laws affecting women and recommend amendments. 
○​ Seek reports from authorities and take up cases with appropriate authorities. 
○​ Undertake studies and recommend measures against discrimination and 

atrocities.  
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