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1. The Jobs Overhang on Growth 



Source: Business Standard​
 GS-3: Indian Economy | Employment | Inclusive Growth | Demographic Dividend 

Context 

India has sustained over 7% GDP growth in recent years, while its working-age population has 
risen to nearly 68% of the total population. The challenge is to ensure that this demographic 
advantage translates into adequate, productive and quality employment, rather than growth 
being concentrated in sectors that generate relatively fewer jobs. 

1. Is India Experiencing “Jobless Growth”? 

1.​ Not in the strict sense: Employment grew by around 3.5% annually during 2021–25, 
showing that economic growth is generating jobs. 

2.​ Employment elasticity improved: It increased to 0.46 during 2021–25, compared with 
0.22 during 2011–15 and 0.08 during 2006–10. 

3.​ Unemployment declined: The unemployment rate fell to around 3.1% in 2025, from 
about 6% in 2018. 

4.​ But quantity is not enough: Low unemployment can coexist with low wages, informal 
work, disguised unemployment and underemployment. 

5.​ Therefore, the real concern is “job-poor or low-productivity growth” rather than 
completely jobless growth. 

2. The Structural Employment Challenge 

1.​ Agriculture: Around 43% of workers continue to depend on agriculture, while the 
sector contributes only around one-fifth of Gross Value Added, reflecting a major 
productivity gap. 

2.​ Manufacturing: Manufacturing employs only around 10–12% of the workforce, limiting 
its ability to absorb surplus labour from agriculture. 

3.​ Labour-intensive exports: The share of labour- and resource-intensive exports 
declined from around 29% in 2006–10 to 20% in 2021–25. 

4.​ Services: Services employ around 32% of workers, but high-productivity segments 
such as Information Technology, finance and professional services require relatively 
higher skills. 

5.​ Structural transformation: India needs to move workers from low-productivity 
activities to higher-productivity agriculture, manufacturing and 
employment-intensive services. 

3. Why the Quality of Employment Matters 

1.​ Self-employment dominates: Around 56.2% of workers were self-employed in 2025, 
reflecting the importance of informal and own-account work. 



2.​ Regular employment is limited: Only around 23.6% were in regular wage or salaried 
employment. 

3.​ Youth challenge: Unemployment among the 15–29 age group was 9.9% in 2025, 
highlighting the gap between education and suitable employment. 

4.​ Female participation: Female Labour Force Participation Rate was 40% in 2025, 
leaving considerable untapped labour potential. 

5.​ Technology transition: Artificial Intelligence and automation can raise productivity but 
may reduce demand for some routine jobs and increase the importance of reskilling. 

4. Where Should Employment Growth Come From? 

1.​ Labour-intensive manufacturing: Textiles, apparel, footwear, leather, toys, food 
processing and other labour-intensive sectors can generate employment at scale. 

2.​ Higher-value agriculture: Horticulture, fisheries, animal husbandry, food processing 
and agricultural value chains can raise productivity and rural incomes. 

3.​ Employment-intensive services: Tourism, hospitality, healthcare, education, retail, 
transport and logistics can provide opportunities across skill levels. 

4.​ Women-led employment: Better childcare, safe mobility, workplace flexibility and 
suitable local employment can increase women’s participation. 

5.​ Human capital: Education and skill development must be aligned with actual industry 
requirements, reducing the skill–job mismatch. 

5. What Should Policy Focus On? 

1.​ Make growth more employment-intensive by supporting sectors with high 
employment elasticity. 

2.​ Promote exports and competitiveness in labour-intensive manufacturing to replicate 
the employment benefits seen in successful East Asian economies. 

3.​ Facilitate labour mobility from low-productivity agriculture to productive non-farm 
activities. 

4.​ Strengthen social security for informal, gig and platform workers, including through the 
Code on Social Security, 2020. 

5.​ Measure employment quality, not merely unemployment, by focusing on wages, 
productivity, stability, social security and working conditions. 



 



 



 

2. Neighbourhood Power Play: 
Transmission Lines as New Pathways of 
Regional Influence 
Source: The Economic Times​
 GS-2: Neighbourhood | Regional Connectivity | India’s Regional Influence​
 GS-3: Energy Security | Hydropower | Renewable Energy 

Context 

India is emerging as a key regional electricity market and transmission hub, allowing 
neighbouring countries to convert their renewable-energy potential into export revenue while 
creating deeper economic interdependence with India. 

1. The Strategic Value of Regional Power Connectivity 

1.​ Uneven resource distribution: Nepal and Bhutan possess substantial hydropower 
potential, while India has large and growing electricity demand. 

2.​ Generation needs a market: Surplus electricity from smaller neighbouring economies 
becomes commercially valuable only when reliable transmission and buyers are 
available. 

3.​ India’s geographical advantage: India’s location allows it to connect 
electricity-generating regions in the Himalayas with major consumption centres in India 
and potentially beyond. 

4.​ From infrastructure to interdependence: Cross-border power networks create 
continuous economic linkages because electricity trade requires long-term cooperation 
in pricing, transmission and grid management. 

2. Nepal: Converting Hydropower Potential into Economic Opportunity 

1.​ Export-oriented hydropower: Nepal can use India’s electricity market to monetise its 
large hydropower resources and generate foreign-exchange earnings. 

2.​ Muzaffarpur–Dhalkebar: The 400 kV transmission line provides an established 
channel for India–Nepal electricity trade. 

3.​ Gorakhpur–New Butwal: The proposed 400 kV interconnection will expand bilateral 
transmission capacity. 

4.​ Inaruwa–New Purnea and Lamki–Bareilly: These proposed links can further integrate 
Nepal’s power system with India’s grid. 



5.​ Pancheshwar Multipurpose Project: The proposed 5,040 MW project on the Mahakali 
River combines hydropower generation with irrigation and flood-management objectives. 

6.​ Broader significance: Greater power connectivity can make Nepal’s future hydropower 
investments more bankable by assuring access to a large regional market. 

3. Bhutan: A Tested Model of India–Neighbourhood Energy Cooperation 

1.​ Established partnership: Hydropower has been a major pillar of India–Bhutan 
economic cooperation. 

2.​ Key projects: Chukha, Tala, Mangdechhu, Punatsangchhu-I and Punatsangchhu-II 
constitute major components of this cooperation. 

3.​ Revenue generation: Electricity exports to India provide Bhutan with an important 
source of national income and foreign exchange. 

4.​ India’s energy gain: Bhutanese hydropower provides India with additional low-carbon 
electricity, supporting its energy-transition objectives. 

5.​ Future expansion: Projects such as Sankosh could deepen this mutually beneficial 
energy partnership. 

4. Sri Lanka: Extending the Energy Network Across the Indian Ocean 

1.​ Renewable opportunity: Sri Lanka has considerable solar and wind potential, but 
greater grid connectivity can improve its ability to utilise these resources. 

2.​ New Madurai–Mannar: The proposed transmission connection between Tamil Nadu 
and Mannar can establish an electricity link between India and Sri Lanka. 

3.​ Two-way trade: Interconnection can enable electricity exchange based on differences in 
demand, generation and renewable availability. 

4.​ Strategic extension: A functional India–Sri Lanka electricity link would extend India’s 
regional energy-connectivity architecture into the Indian Ocean. 

5. How India Gains from Neighbourhood Energy Connectivity 

1.​ Energy diversification: India gains access to additional regional sources of hydropower 
and renewable electricity. 

2.​ Grid optimisation: Cross-border trade can help balance variations in electricity demand 
and renewable generation across interconnected systems. 

3.​ Regional electricity hub: India’s large demand base can position it as the principal 
market connecting power-surplus neighbours with major consumers. 

4.​ Investment opportunities: Indian companies can participate in generation, 
transmission and associated infrastructure projects in neighbouring countries. 

5.​ Shared economic interests: Greater electricity trade creates tangible economic stakes 
for both sides in maintaining stable and predictable relations. 

6. From Energy Trade to Regional Influence 



1.​ Deepening neighbourhood diplomacy: Energy cooperation adds a strong economic 
dimension to India’s bilateral relationships. 

2.​ Connectivity leadership: Power grids complement India’s wider regional connectivity 
through roads, railways, ports and waterways. 

3.​ Mutual dependence: Long-term electricity contracts and interconnected grids 
encourage sustained institutional cooperation. 

4.​ Alternative to infrastructure competition: India can strengthen its regional position 
through market access, technology, investment and commercially viable projects, 
alongside China’s infrastructure presence. 

5.​ Regional integration: Cross-border electricity trade can become a foundation for a 
more integrated South Asian energy market. 

7. What India Needs to Do 

1.​ Expand transmission capacity in parallel with new hydropower and renewable 
projects. 

2.​ Establish predictable frameworks for cross-border electricity trading, pricing and grid 
access. 

3.​ Encourage private-sector participation and joint ventures to mobilise capital. 
4.​ Build climate- and disaster-resilient grids, particularly across the Himalayan region. 
5.​ Follow a mutually beneficial approach, ensuring that energy partnerships are 

economically viable for partner countries as well as strategically useful for India. 

 
 
 

 



3. Autonomous AI Agents: Balancing 
Autonomy with Human Control 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS-3: Artificial Intelligence | Cybersecurity | Data Governance | AI Ethics 

Context 

The growing use of autonomous AI agents has created a new governance challenge: when AI 
is allowed to independently pursue a goal, it may sometimes continue acting after 
encountering a restriction or take an unintended route to complete the task. 

1. What Is an Autonomous AI Agent? 

1.​ Meaning: An AI agent can understand a goal, make a plan, use digital tools and 
execute multiple actions with limited human intervention. 

2.​ Difference from chatbot: A chatbot mainly generates an answer, whereas an agent 
can search websites, access databases, use software and take actions on the user’s 
behalf. 

3.​ Example: A research agent may independently search several databases, collect 
documents, analyse them and prepare a report rather than waiting for instructions at 
every step. 

4.​ Levels of autonomy: Greater autonomy means the system has more freedom to decide 
which action to take, which tool to use and what to do next. 

2. What Is the Emerging Problem? 

1.​ Persistence beyond refusal: An agent may interpret a blocked action as a problem to 
solve rather than a boundary that must be respected. 

2.​ Alternative routes: In reported incidents, agents attempted to find other websites, 
tools or communication channels after encountering restrictions. 

3.​ System-boundary risk: One reported case involved an agent using Domain Name 
System (DNS) to communicate with an external chatbot despite operating in a restricted 
environment. 

4.​ Data exposure: Another incident involved agents sending 53 images from ChatGPT 
users to third-party websites, illustrating the risk of giving autonomous systems 
access to user data. 

5.​ Scale: A human error may affect one action; an autonomous agent can potentially 
repeat an unintended action rapidly and across multiple systems. 

3. Why Does This Matter? 



1.​ Human control: The fundamental concern is whether humans can ensure that an AI 
system stops when it is supposed to stop. 

2.​ Cybersecurity: Excessive permissions can allow an agent to interact with systems 
outside its intended operational boundary. 

3.​ Privacy: Agents with access to personal or confidential information can create risks of 
unauthorised access, transfer or disclosure. 

4.​ Goal misalignment: An agent may technically achieve its assigned objective while 
taking actions that the user or developer never intended. 

5.​ Multi-agent risk: When several agents communicate or divide tasks, unsafe behaviour 
can emerge from their combined actions, making oversight more difficult. 

4. What Needs to Be Done? 

1.​ Least-privilege access: Provide only the minimum data, tools, credentials and 
network permissions necessary for the task. 

2.​ Hard boundaries: Treat access denial, restricted data and prohibited actions as 
non-negotiable limits, not obstacles to overcome. 

3.​ Human approval: Require human confirmation for sensitive data access, external 
communications and irreversible actions. 

4.​ Sandboxing: Keep agents within controlled environments so that unintended actions 
cannot easily affect external systems. 

5.​ Continuous monitoring: Monitor tool use, network activity, unusual persistence 
and decision patterns, rather than checking only the final output. 

6.​ Red-team testing: Before deployment, test agents for boundary violations, data 
leakage, tool misuse, prompt manipulation and attempts to circumvent 
restrictions. 

 



 

4. Renewed Debate over Bauxite Mining in 
Niyamgiri Hills 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS-2: Tribal Rights | PESA | Constitutional Safeguards​
 GS-3: Environment | Mining | Sustainable Development 

Context 

Renewed efforts to revive bauxite mining in Odisha’s Niyamgiri Hills have brought back the 
debate over mineral development, environmental protection and the constitutional rights of tribal 
communities. 



1. Why Niyamgiri Is Significant 

1.​ Resource-rich region: Niyamgiri Hills, spread across Kalahandi and Rayagada, 
contain substantial bauxite deposits. 

2.​ Tribal habitat: The Dongria Kondh, a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG), 
depend on the hills for livelihood, forests and cultural practices. 

3.​ Ecological importance: The hills support forests, biodiversity and water resources, 
making mining an ecological as well as an economic issue. 

4.​ Cultural landscape: For the Dongria Kondh, Niyamgiri has deep religious 
significance, including their worship of Niyam Raja. 

2. Vedanta Project and the Gram Sabha Decision 

1.​ Mining proposal: Vedanta proposed bauxite mining in Niyamgiri to support its 
Lanjigarh alumina refinery. 

2.​ Community opposition: Tribal communities opposed the project because of concerns 
over their forests, livelihood, cultural and religious rights. 

3.​ Supreme Court, 2013: In Orissa Mining Corporation Ltd. v. Ministry of Environment & 
Forests, the Court held that the claims of the Dongria Kondh and other forest-dwelling 
communities regarding their religious rights over Niyamgiri had to be considered by 
the Gram Sabha.  

4.​ Gram Sabha decision: Gram Sabhas of 12 Dongria Kondh villages unanimously 
rejected the mining proposal. 

5.​ Significance: The case established an important link between environmental 
governance, tribal self-governance and community rights. 

3. Constitutional and Legal Safeguards 

1.​ Article 21 – Right to Life: The right to life has been interpreted broadly to include a life 
with dignity and a healthy environment; environmental degradation can therefore have 
implications for fundamental rights. 

2.​ Article 25 – Freedom of Religion: The Supreme Court specifically recognised the need 
to consider the community’s religious rights and worship of Niyam Raja in deciding 
the mining question.  

3.​ Article 29 – Cultural Rights: Protection of the distinct culture and traditions of tribal 
communities provides an additional constitutional dimension. 

4.​ Article 244 + Fifth Schedule: Provides the constitutional framework for the 
administration and protection of Scheduled Areas and Scheduled Tribes.  

5.​ PESA Act, 1996: Strengthens the role of Gram Sabhas in Scheduled Areas, 
particularly in protecting community interests. 

6.​ Forest Rights Act, 2006: Recognises individual and community forest rights, 
including traditional and cultural relationships with forest resources. 

4. The Larger Development–Conservation Dilemma 



1.​ Development need: Bauxite is an important raw material for the aluminium industry, 
creating economic and industrial interests in mining. 

2.​ Environmental cost: Mining may cause deforestation, habitat disturbance, soil 
degradation and disruption of water systems. 

3.​ Livelihood concern: Destruction or restriction of forest access can affect tribal 
communities whose livelihoods depend on natural resources. 

4.​ Cultural dimension: For indigenous communities, a landscape can represent identity, 
religion and cultural continuity, not merely an economic resource. 

5.​ Constitutional balance: Development in Scheduled Areas must therefore balance 
economic development with Fundamental Rights, tribal autonomy and 
environmental sustainability. 

5. Way Forward 

1.​ Respect Gram Sabha decisions: Ensure genuine and informed community 
participation as required under PESA and the Forest Rights Act. 

2.​ Rights-based environmental governance: Environmental clearance should consider 
livelihood, cultural and religious rights alongside economic benefits. 

3.​ Independent ecological assessment: Assess cumulative impacts on forests, 
biodiversity and water systems, rather than examining mining in isolation. 

4.​ Benefit sharing: Where mining is legally permitted, ensure transparent revenue 
sharing, employment and community development. 

5.​ Alternative approaches: Promote mineral recycling, resource efficiency and less 
ecologically sensitive sources to reduce pressure on fragile landscapes. 



 



5. Japan Seeks Fast-Tracking of UNICORN 
Naval Technology Agreement 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS-2: India–Japan Relations | QUAD | Indo-Pacific​
 GS-3: Defence Technology | Naval Modernisation | Maritime Security 

Context 

Japan has asked India to fast-track its internal process for the UNICORN naval technology 
agreement, reflecting the growing shift in India–Japan ties towards defence-technology 
cooperation and co-development. 

1. UNICORN: What Is the Technology? 

1.​ UNICORN (Unified Complex Radio Antenna) is an integrated naval antenna mast, 
not simply a radar. 

2.​ It combines multiple radio-frequency functions such as communications, Identification 
Friend or Foe (IFF), data links and navigation-related systems into a single structure. 

3.​ Its specialised stealth radome reduces the warship’s external antenna clutter and can 
lower its radar cross-section, making detection more difficult. 

4.​ Integration also helps manage electromagnetic interference between different 
communication and electronic systems. 

5.​ The technology is associated with Japan’s Mogami-class frigates. 
6.​ India and Japan are pursuing co-development/co-production, with Indian participation 

through Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL), rather than treating it simply as an 
off-the-shelf import. 

2. How UNICORN Can Help India 

1.​ Naval stealth: Lower radar signature can improve the survivability of Indian warships in 
contested maritime environments. 

2.​ Electromagnetic-spectrum capability: Integrated antenna systems improve the ship’s 
ability to operate communications and electronic systems in an increasingly contested 
electromagnetic environment. 

3.​ Systems integration: Multiple functions can be accommodated within a more compact 
and efficient mast architecture. 

4.​ Technology acquisition: India gains expertise in advanced antenna, stealth and 
electronic-system integration. 

5.​ Defence indigenisation: Indian participation can strengthen domestic manufacturing 
and reduce dependence on importing complete systems. 



6.​ Future naval platforms: The technology can contribute to the development of more 
sophisticated Indian warships and their sensor/communication architecture. 

3. Strategic Significance for India–Japan Relations 

1.​ Beyond military exercises: Cooperation is moving from exercises such as JIMEX and 
Malabar towards technology transfer, co-development and industrial cooperation. 

2.​ Indo-Pacific security: Both countries have an interest in a free, open and rules-based 
Indo-Pacific and secure maritime routes. 

3.​ QUAD interoperability: Greater technological compatibility can improve coordination 
with Japan, the United States and Australia. 

4.​ China factor: Japan’s concerns over China’s growing military capabilities and activities 
in the region create greater scope for India–Japan maritime cooperation. 

5.​ Defence-industrial partnership: UNICORN can help transform the relationship from a 
conventional buyer–seller model into a technology and production partnership. 

Way Forward 

1.​ Fast-track implementation while completing necessary technical and security 
procedures. 

2.​ Expand cooperation towards joint development and production of sensors, electronic 
warfare, unmanned systems and other advanced technologies. 

3.​ Strengthen Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) and information sharing. 
4.​ Maximise Indian value addition through domestic manufacturing and technology 

absorption. 
5.​ Continue bilateral and QUAD maritime exercises to improve operational 

interoperability. 



 
 



6. India Participates in SCO Meeting in 
Pakistan 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS-2: International Relations | India–Pakistan Relations | SCO | Central Asia | Multilateral 
Diplomacy 

Context 

India has sent a delegation led by Alok Amitabh Dimri, India’s SCO National Coordinator, to 
the SCO Council of National Coordinators meeting in Islamabad, 28–30 September 2026. 
This is the first such senior Indian official visit to Pakistan since the 2025 India–Pakistan military 
confrontation. The meeting is being held under Pakistan’s 2026–27 SCO chairmanship and is 
preparing the organisation’s activities leading up to the 2027 leaders’ summit.  

1. SCO: What You Need to Know 

1.​ Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) was established in 2001; its core focus 
includes regional security, counter-terrorism, connectivity and economic cooperation. 

2.​ It currently has 10 members: China, Russia, India, Pakistan, Iran, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Belarus.  

3.​ India and Pakistan joined as full members in 2017; Iran joined in 2023 and Belarus in 
2024.  

4.​ The 26th SCO Council of Heads of State Summit was held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, 
on 1 September 2026. 

5.​ At this summit, the chairmanship passed from Kyrgyzstan to Pakistan for 2026–27.  
6.​ Pakistan will host the next SCO Heads of State Summit in Islamabad in August 

2027.  

2. Why Is India’s Participation Important? 

1.​ Multilateral commitment: India is participating because it is an SCO member; bilateral 
tensions with Pakistan do not automatically prevent participation in multilateral forums. 

2.​ Central Asian outreach: SCO gives India a regular platform to engage Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, alongside Russia, Iran and China. 

3.​ Counter-terrorism: India can use the SCO’s security mechanisms to keep terrorism, 
extremism and regional security on the agenda. 

4.​ Strategic autonomy: India can engage simultaneously with China and Russia within 
the SCO while maintaining partnerships through QUAD, BRICS and other forums. 

5.​ Connectivity and energy: SCO provides opportunities to discuss transport 
connectivity, energy, trade and economic cooperation across Eurasia. 



6.​ Maintaining institutional space with Pakistan: Participation keeps India engaged in a 
multilateral setting without making it a bilateral India–Pakistan dialogue.  

3. What Makes the Present Participation Particularly Significant? 

1.​ Pakistan is the current SCO chair, so India will necessarily interact with Pakistan 
through several SCO meetings during 2026–27. 

2.​ The present meeting is of National Coordinators, not the leaders’ summit; it deals 
mainly with coordination and preparations for forthcoming SCO meetings.  

3.​ Pakistan’s chairmanship theme is “Turning Vision into Action: Connectivity, 
Innovation and Shared Prosperity.”  

4.​ The major diplomatic question for India will be how to remain actively engaged in the 
SCO while maintaining its established position on terrorism and bilateral issues 
with Pakistan. 

 

7. Deepening India–US Defence 
Partnership 



Source: The Hindu​
 GS-2: India–US Relations | Strategic Partnership | Indo-Pacific​
 GS-3: Defence & Security | Defence Technology | Defence Indigenisation 

Context 

The 22nd Yudh Abhyas 2026 brings around 500 US and 600 Indian soldiers together for 
high-altitude and difficult-terrain training. More importantly, it represents a wider India–US 
defence relationship that now covers military exercises, advanced weapons, logistics, 
intelligence, technology, innovation and co-production.  

1. Yudh Abhyas: From Training to Interoperability 

1.​ Yudh Abhyas: India–US Army exercise focused on high-altitude warfare, 
counter-terrorism and combined operations. 

2.​ New-age warfare: Training increasingly includes counter-drone systems, precision 
fires and integrated command and control. 

3.​ Interoperability: Regular exercises allow both militaries to understand each other’s 
weapons, communication systems and operational procedures. 

4.​ Other major exercises include Vajra Prahar (Special Forces), Cope India (Air Force), 
Tiger Triumph (tri-services) and Malabar (Navy).  

2. Wider Areas of India–US Defence Cooperation 

1.​ Foundational agreements:​
 LEMOA enables reciprocal logistics support; COMCASA facilitates secure military 
communications; BECA enables sharing of geospatial information; GSOMIA/ISA 
facilitate protection and exchange of classified information.  

2.​ Major defence platforms: India operates US-origin systems such as C-17, C-130J, 
P-8I, Apache, Chinook, MH-60R, M777 and MQ-9B.  

3.​ Defence technology: Cooperation is expanding into air defence, missiles, maritime 
and undersea systems, space and autonomous systems.  

4.​ INDUS-X: Launched in 2023 to connect Indian and US start-ups, defence companies, 
investors and universities for joint defence innovation.  

5.​ Co-production: Cooperation is moving towards production in India, including proposed 
Javelin manufacturing and partnerships involving Indian and US defence companies.  

6.​ Defence-industrial cooperation: The focus is increasingly on co-development, 
co-production, supply chains and technology absorption, rather than only defence 
purchases.  

3. Why This Partnership Matters for India 

1.​ Capability enhancement: Access to advanced technologies and training strengthens 
India’s military preparedness. 



2.​ Maritime security: Platforms such as P-8I and MH-60R, combined with exercises, 
strengthen India’s maritime surveillance and anti-submarine capabilities. 

3.​ Indigenisation: Co-production and technology partnerships can strengthen India’s 
domestic defence industrial base. 

4.​ Indo-Pacific: Greater interoperability supports India’s ability to work with partners on 
maritime security and freedom of navigation. 

5.​ Strategic autonomy: India can use US technology and partnerships while 
simultaneously developing indigenous capabilities, rather than depending exclusively 
on imports. 
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