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1. Decoding BRICS’ Energy Intent 
Source: BusinessLine — Richa Mishra​
 GS-2: International Relations, BRICS, Strategic Autonomy​
 GS-3: Energy Security, Energy Transition, Critical Minerals 

1. Context 

●​ The 18th BRICS Summit, New Delhi (2026) adopted the New Delhi Declaration, 
giving energy security a central place amid geopolitical conflicts, supply disruptions and 
the global energy transition. 

●​ BRICS brings together both major energy importers and exporters, making energy 
cooperation strategically important but also complex. 

2. Different Energy Positions within BRICS 

●​ China: Major oil importer with high dependence on overseas supplies; therefore 
concerned with secure sources and maritime energy routes. 

●​ India: Highly dependent on imported crude oil to meet its growing energy demand; 
diversification of suppliers is crucial. 

●​ Brazil: A significant crude-oil producer and net exporter, but remains dependent on 
imports for some refined products and natural gas. 

●​ Russia: Major global exporter of crude oil, natural gas and other energy commodities. 
●​ Iran & UAE: Important oil and gas producers, giving BRICS access to major West Asian 

energy resources. 
●​ Thus, BRICS combines energy importers, exporters and producers, creating scope 

for complementary energy interests. 

3. BRICS Energy Approach: New Delhi Declaration 

●​ Energy security: Ensuring stable, affordable and reliable energy, with uninterrupted 
flows from diverse sources. 

●​ Resilient supply chains: Strengthening energy value chains and protecting critical and 
cross-border infrastructure. 

●​ Diversified energy mix: Recognition of renewables, bioenergy, fossil fuels, nuclear 
energy, hydropower, hydrogen, low-carbon technologies and energy storage. 

●​ Fossil fuels: Recognises their continuing role, particularly for emerging markets and 
developing economies (EMDEs). 

●​ Just transition: Supports a “just, orderly, equitable and inclusive” energy transition. 
●​ Technological neutrality: Countries can choose technologies according to their 

national circumstances, needs and priorities. 
●​ CBDR-RC: Energy transition should reflect Common but Differentiated 

Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities. 



●​ Digitalisation: Promotes Artificial Intelligence, data analytics and digital technologies for 
smart grids, efficiency and resilient energy systems. 

4. Emerging Areas of Cooperation 

●​ Critical minerals: Reliable, diversified and sustainable supply chains for minerals 
essential to the clean-energy transition, with greater value addition. 

●​ Smart grids & storage: Cooperation on grid modernisation and energy storage to 
integrate renewable energy. 

●​ Hydrogen: Cooperation on standards, certification and emerging low/zero-emission 
hydrogen value chains. 

●​ Renewable technologies: Cooperation in technology, manufacturing, finance and skills. 
●​ Local currencies: Greater use of national currencies in cross-border transactions can 

provide greater flexibility in energy trade. 

5. Significance for India 

●​ Oil diversification: BRICS facilitates engagement with Russia, Iran, UAE and other 
producers while India continues relations with Western partners. 

●​ Strait of Hormuz: West Asian instability highlights India’s vulnerability to disruptions in 
crucial energy routes. 

●​ Critical minerals: Secure access to lithium, cobalt, nickel and copper is important for 
EVs, batteries, renewable energy and advanced manufacturing. 

●​ Strategic autonomy: Multiple suppliers, routes and technologies strengthen India’s 
ability to pursue an independent energy strategy. 

●​ Energy transition: India can pursue decarbonisation without compromising energy 
access, affordability and economic growth. 

6. Key Challenges 

●​ Different BRICS members have different energy interests: exporters seek stable 
markets, while importers seek affordable and secure supplies. 

●​ Excessive dependence on a single supplier or route can create strategic vulnerability. 
●​ Critical-mineral dependence may shift energy vulnerability from oil to minerals and 

clean technologies. 
●​ Carbon-related trade measures such as EU CBAM may create new challenges for 

developing economies. 

7. Way Forward 

●​ Diversify suppliers, routes, energy sources and payment mechanisms. 
●​ Strengthen strategic petroleum reserves and critical energy infrastructure. 
●​ Develop domestic critical-mineral processing, refining and recycling. 
●​ Scale up renewables, nuclear energy, hydrogen, storage and smart grids. 



●​ Use BRICS for practical energy cooperation while retaining strategic autonomy and 
diversified global partnerships. 

 



 

2. Four Priorities for India’s AI Policy 
Source: Business Standard — Nitin Desai, 15 September 2026​
 GS-2: Governance, Democracy, Global Technology Governance​
 GS-3: Artificial Intelligence, Employment, Data & Digital Infrastructure 

1. Context 

●​ Artificial Intelligence (AI) could transform development as profoundly as earlier 
technologies such as electricity, railways and motorcars. 

●​ The policy challenge for India is to capture AI’s developmental benefits without 
becoming technologically dependent on a few foreign AI ecosystems.  

2. Why AI Requires a Policy Framework 

●​ Large Language Models (LLMs) can increasingly process information, generate 
outputs, write code and interact directly with computers and the internet. 

●​ The transition towards Artificial General Intelligence (AGI) could automate a large 
share of existing white-collar work. 

●​ A further possibility is Artificial Superintelligence (ASI), where AI capabilities could 
exceed human ability to monitor and control them. 

●​ This raises concerns around human control, employment, income distribution, 
technological dependence and democracy. 

3. Four Priorities for India 

1. Global AI Governance and Human Control 

●​ India should participate in building a negotiated global consensus to ensure that 
advanced AI remains subject to meaningful human control. 

●​ International rules need to address the possibility of AI systems becoming difficult to 
monitor, control or align with human objectives. 



●​ The objective is to ensure that technological development does not undermine human 
welfare and security. 

2. Employment and Fair Distribution of AI Gains 

●​ AI is more likely to substitute for workers performing data- and information-intensive 
tasks than for jobs requiring physical labour. 

●​ This could alter the distribution of income, shifting a greater share of economic returns 
from workers towards owners and suppliers of AI models. 

●​ Policy therefore needs to address employment displacement, reskilling and fairer 
distribution of AI-generated returns among AI companies, information providers and 
users. 

3. Sovereign and Relatively Unbiased AI Capability 

●​ AI development is currently dominated by the United States and China, creating a risk 
of technological dependence. 

●​ AI models can reflect the political, institutional and cultural worldviews of those who 
develop or control them. 

●​ This has implications for democracy, freedom of communication and access to 
information. 

●​ India therefore needs competitive domestic AI models with greater technological 
sovereignty and safeguards against excessive ownership or government control. 

4. Domestically Owned Data-Centre Capacity 

●​ AI requires large-scale compute, data centres, electricity and water. 
●​ India generates around 20% of global data but has only about 3% of global 

data-centre capacity; the country has around 150 data centres and ranks 14th globally.  
●​ Dependence on computing capacity outside India’s borders can create a strategic 

vulnerability. 
●​ Therefore, expansion of domestically owned data centres should accompany AI 

development, along with strict standards for their energy and water consumption. 

4. Larger Significance for India 

●​ Technological sovereignty: Reduces dependence on foreign AI models and overseas 
compute. 

●​ Economic security: Prevents AI-driven productivity gains from becoming excessively 
concentrated among model owners. 

●​ Democratic resilience: Reduces the possibility of dominant AI systems shaping 
communication through embedded political biases. 

●​ Infrastructure security: Domestic compute capacity becomes as important as data 
localisation for an AI-enabled economy. 



●​ Sustainable AI: Growing data-centre capacity must be compatible with India’s electricity 
and water constraints. 

5. Way Forward 

●​ Build international AI governance norms around human control and safety. 
●​ Prepare workers for AI-led changes through reskilling and adaptive employment 

policies. 
●​ Develop competitive Indian foundation models while promoting transparency, 

accountability and diversity of AI systems. 
●​ Expand domestic compute and data-centre infrastructure. 
●​ Establish strong standards for energy efficiency, water use and environmental 

sustainability of data centres. 

 

3. After BRICS, It’s Time to Navigate the 
Realities of Great-Power Rivalries 



Source: The Indian Express — C. Raja Mohan​
 GS-2: International Relations, BRICS, G20, Great-Power Rivalry, Multipolarity, Strategic 
Autonomy 

1. Context 

●​ The New Delhi BRICS Summit projected multipolarity as its central theme, but global 
attention is now shifting to Washington and the US–China rivalry. 

●​ The central contradiction is between the declared goal of multipolarity and the growing 
concentration of economic and strategic power in the US and China.  

2. Concentration of Global Economic Power 

●​ China and BRICS: China accounts for roughly three-fifths of the combined GDP of 
the 11-member BRICS, compared with less than half of the original four-member BRIC 
grouping in 2006. 

●​ US and G7: The US now accounts for close to three-fifths of G7 nominal output, 
compared with less than two-fifths around three decades ago. 

●​ Underlying shift: Expansion of multilateral groupings has not necessarily dispersed 
economic power; instead, the relative weight of China within BRICS and the US within 
G7 has increased.  

3. From Multipolarity towards G2/G3 

●​ G2: Refers to an order effectively shaped by the US and China, given their scale in the 
global economy, technology, capital and supply chains. 

●​ G3: Adds Russia, whose importance comes from its military power and reach across 
Eurasia rather than its economic size. 

●​ These are descriptions of power distribution, not formal institutions. 
●​ A G2 does not mean that Washington and Beijing agree; their disagreements 

themselves can set the parameters within which other countries operate.  

4. Why the US–China Rivalry Matters 

●​ The US and China remain deeply interdependent in markets, technology, capital and 
industrial capacity, even as both seek to reduce vulnerabilities to the other. 

●​ Their disputes over trade, technology and Taiwan are too deep for a simple US–China 
division of the world. 

●​ Therefore, the immediate requirement is management of rivalry through sustained 
high-level engagement, rather than assuming a complete settlement or separation. 

●​ The upcoming Trump–Xi engagement illustrates the importance of this bilateral 
relationship in the wider international order.  

5. Where Russia Fits 



●​ Russia remains strategically important because of its military capability and Eurasian 
reach, despite its smaller economic weight. 

●​ Russia–China proximity and possible US–Russia engagement create a more 
complicated strategic balance than a simple G2. 

●​ The Ukraine conflict and Russia–Europe tensions continue to shape the possibilities for 
a broader US–Russia rapprochement.  

6. Limits of BRICS, G7 and G20 

●​ BRICS, G7, G20, APEC, EU and NATO do not independently determine the world 
order; they operate within the parameters created by great-power politics. 

●​ The G20 remains particularly important because it brings together major Western and 
non-Western economies and is one of the few forums capable of collective economic 
action. 

●​ Yet US–China disagreements recently prevented the G20 Finance Ministers from issuing 
a joint statement. 

●​ Bilateral US–China deal-making can also weaken the influence of other G20 members. 
●​ Hence, the importance of these forums increasingly lies in managing relationships and 

enabling bilateral diplomacy, rather than assuming they can independently reshape 
the global order.  

7. What It Means for India 

●​ India’s preference: New Delhi continues to support a multipolar world. 
●​ Reality: The distribution of power may actually be moving away from multipolarity, 

with greater concentration around Washington and Beijing. 
●​ Strategic task: India has to deal with the rivalry between Washington, Beijing and 

Moscow as it exists, rather than the international order it would ideally prefer. 
●​ Value of BRICS: Even when collective outcomes are limited, summits provide 

opportunities for bilateral engagement, such as the India–China engagement on the 
margins of the New Delhi Summit. 

●​ Strategic autonomy: India’s ability to pursue an independent foreign policy will 
increasingly depend on its capacity to navigate competing great powers rather than 
relying on any single multilateral grouping.  





4. The 1991 Treaty Violated by Pak Ship 
That Collided with Indian Vessel 
Source: The Indian Express ​
 GS-2: India–Pakistan Relations, Confidence-Building Measures​
 GS-3: Defence, Maritime Security 

1. Context 

●​ PNS Hunain, a Pakistan Navy vessel, collided with an Indian Navy frontline warship on 
15 September 2026 in international waters of the North Arabian Sea. 

●​ India described the conduct as “unacceptable and unprofessional” and said it violated 
Article 10 of the 1991 India–Pakistan agreement.  

2. What the 1991 Agreement Provides 

●​ The agreement is a military confidence-building measure (CBM) aimed at preventing 
military activities from being misread and escalating into a crisis. 

●​ It covers land, naval and air forces, with provisions for advance information and greater 
transparency regarding military exercises and movements. 

●​ Its broader objective is predictability, communication and prevention of 
miscalculation between the two countries. 

3. Article 10: The Key Provision 

●​ Naval ships and submarines of India and Pakistan operating in international waters 
should maintain a minimum separation of 3 nautical miles (about 5.6 km). 

●​ The provision specifically seeks to prevent accidents during naval operations. 
●​ India cited this provision as the basis for its protest over the PNS Hunain incident.  

4. Why Was the Agreement Signed? 

●​ The agreement emerged from a period of heightened India–Pakistan military and 
nuclear tensions during the 1980s. 

●​ Operation Brasstacks (1987) demonstrated how large military exercises could 
generate fears of escalation through misreading of intentions. 

●​ The 1991 pact sought to institutionalise advance notification, transparency and risk 
reduction in military activities. 

5. Significance of the Incident 



●​ Maritime deconfliction: Close encounters between warships can create immediate 
risks of accident and escalation. 

●​ CBM relevance: The incident shows why established military safeguards remain 
important even during strained bilateral relations. 

●​ Escalation control: Clear separation rules and communication channels help contain 
operational incidents before they become wider security crises. 

●​ Earlier precedent: In 2011, PNS Babur brushed past INS Godavari in the Gulf of Aden, 
causing minor damage to the Indian vessel.  

6. Way Forward 

●​ Ensure strict adherence to existing maritime CBMs and safety protocols. 
●​ Strengthen naval communication and deconfliction mechanisms. 
●​ Address such incidents through established diplomatic and military channels. 
●​ Preserve practical risk-reduction mechanisms despite wider tensions in 

India–Pakistan relations. 

 



 

5. United No More? How the UK Came 
Together, and May Come Apart 
Source: The Indian Express​
 GS-2: Federalism, Devolution, Self-Determination, Constitutional Issues 

1. Context 



●​ On 14 September 2026, the leaders of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland met in 
Cardiff to discuss the constitutional future of their nations. 

●​ They signed a joint memorandum, asserting the right of their people to determine their 
constitutional future and calling for the UK Government to facilitate the necessary 
constitutional process.  

●​ The meeting is significant because, for the first time, the political leadership of all three 
devolved nations is simultaneously supporting some form of constitutional change. 

2. What Is the Constitutional Issue? 

●​ United Kingdom: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
●​ Scotland: The Scottish National Party is seeking another independence referendum. 
●​ Wales: Plaid Cymru supports greater self-government and the possibility of 

independence. 
●​ Northern Ireland: Sinn Féin seeks Irish reunification through the constitutional process 

provided under the Good Friday Agreement. 
●​ The three cases are different; there is no single legal mechanism for leaving the UK.  

3. Cardiff Agreement and the Legal Position 

●​ Scotland and Wales also signed the Cardiff Agreement, establishing closer cooperation 
on economic development, poverty, climate change, international relations and 
constitutional matters.  

●​ The Agreement supports the principle that citizens should determine their constitutional 
future through democratic means, but it is not legally binding and does not itself 
create independence or referendum powers.  

●​ In Scotland, the 2014 referendum resulted in 55.3% voting to remain in the UK. The 
UK Supreme Court ruled in 2022 that the Scottish Parliament cannot unilaterally hold 
another independence referendum.  

●​ In Northern Ireland, the Good Friday Agreement provides a specific framework for a 
border poll on Irish unity. 

4. What Does It Mean for the UK? 

●​ Devolution: Raises the question of how powers should be divided between Westminster 
and the devolved governments. 

●​ Self-determination: Brings the democratic right of people to decide their constitutional 
status to the centre of the debate. 

●​ Future of the Union: Any successful independence or reunification process would 
fundamentally alter the present territorial structure of the UK. 

●​ Legal authority: Political demands alone cannot change the constitutional structure; the 
relevant UK legal and democratic procedures would still have to be followed.  



 



6. Dadasaheb Phalke Award: Anant Nag 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS-1: Indian Culture, Cinema and Cultural Heritage 

1. Context 

●​ Veteran Kannada actor Anant Nag has been selected for the Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award for 2024 for his contribution to Indian cinema. 

●​ He is the second Kannada film personality to receive the honour after Dr. Rajkumar 
(1995). 

2. Dadasaheb Phalke Award: Key Facts 

●​ Instituted: 1969, in memory of Dadasaheb Phalke, regarded as the Father of Indian 
Cinema. 

●​ First recipient: Devika Rani (1969). 
●​ Purpose: Recognises outstanding contribution to the growth and development of 

Indian cinema. 
●​ Administered by: Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 
●​ Presented by: President of India, generally at the National Film Awards ceremony. 
●​ It is regarded as the highest national honour in Indian cinema. 

3. Recent Recipients 

●​ 2020: Asha Parekh 
●​ 2021: Waheeda Rehman 
●​ 2022: Mithun Chakraborty 
●​ 2023: Mohanlal 
●​ 2024: Anant Nag 

4. Anant Nag 

●​ Veteran Kannada actor with a career spanning more than five decades. 
●​ Made his film debut with Sankalpa (1973) and has worked across Kannada, Hindi, 

Marathi and Konkani cinema. 
●​ Has acted in 300+ films and contributed to both mainstream and parallel cinema. 
●​ Recipient of several Karnataka State Film Awards and the Padma Bhushan (2009). 
●​ The award recognises his long-standing contribution to Indian cinema, particularly 

Kannada cinema. 





7. India at 131st in Global Gender Gap 
Index 2026 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS-1: Women, Gender Equality, Social Development 

1. Context 

●​ The World Economic Forum (WEF) Global Gender Gap Report 2026 places India at 
131st among 145 economies. 

●​ India’s gender-parity score improved marginally from 64.4% in 2025 to 64.5% in 2026, 
while its rank remained unchanged.  

2. Global Gender Gap Index: What Does It Measure? 

●​ Objective: To measure the relative gap between women and men and track progress 
towards gender parity over time. 

●​ It measures outcomes, not the number of government schemes, expenditure or policies 
introduced for women. 

●​ The Index has 4 dimensions and 14 indicators: 
1.​ Economic Participation & Opportunity – employment, income, professional 

and leadership positions. 
2.​ Educational Attainment – literacy and enrolment. 
3.​ Health & Survival – sex ratio at birth and healthy life expectancy. 
4.​ Political Empowerment – representation in Parliament, ministerial positions and 

head-of-state experience. 
●​ 100% score = complete gender parity.  

3. India: 2025–2026 

●​ 2025: 131st rank | 64.4% 
●​ 2026: 131st rank | 64.5% 
●​ Economic Participation & Opportunity: 41.2% 
●​ Educational Attainment: 96.6% 
●​ Health & Survival: 95.6% 
●​ Political Empowerment: 24.5%  

4. What Does India’s Score Indicate? 

●​ India’s educational parity is relatively high, with full parity in secondary and tertiary 
enrolment. 

●​ The larger gaps are in economic participation and political empowerment. 



●​ Since 2006, India’s overall parity score has improved by 4.3 percentage points, with 
much of the long-term improvement coming from educational attainment.  
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