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1. Nobel Prize in Literature 2026 — Anne Carson 

GS: GS-1 — Art and Culture | Literature 

Context: Canadian poet, essayist and translator Anne Carson was awarded the 2026 Nobel 
Prize in Literature for her innovative literary contributions. 



1. Literary Style and Reason for Award: Combines poetry, prose, essays and translation, 
reinterpreting ancient Greek and Roman traditions to create new forms of contemporary 
literature. 

2. Major Works: Autobiography of Red (Greek mythology); Eros the Bittersweet (love and 
classical Greek thought); Nox (mourning the loss of her brother); Norma Jeane Baker of Troy 
(Greek mythology reimagined through modern culture). 

3. Significance: Demonstrates how classical literature can be reinterpreted to explore 
contemporary human experiences. 

 

2. 57th GST Council Meeting: Compliance and Enforcement Reforms 



GS: GS-3 — Indian Economy | Tax Reforms | Ease of Doing Business 

Context: The 57th Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council meeting focused on simplifying 
compliance, easing refunds and reducing arbitrary enforcement. GST rates remained 
unchanged. 

1. GST Council: Constitutional Basics 

Article 279A: The 101st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2016, established the GST Council to 
recommend GST rates, exemptions and other policy measures. 

Chairperson: Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. 

Composition: Union Minister of State in charge of Revenue or Finance, and State 
representatives, including nominated representatives of eligible Union Territories. 

Quorum: At least 50% of the total members must be present. 

Voting: Decisions require at least 75% of weighted votes of members present and voting. The 
Centre has one-third of the voting weight and States together have two-thirds. 

2. Major Reforms Recommended 

1. Arrest and Prosecution: Removal of GST officers’ arrest powers was proposed. The 
prosecution threshold was raised from ₹1 crore to ₹5 crore, a 400% increase in the threshold. 

2. Lower Penalties: The general penalty was proposed to fall from ₹25,000 to ₹10,000, a 60% 
reduction. 

3. Refunds and Input Tax Credit (ITC): Refund procedures and ITC processing are to be 
simplified, improving certainty and reducing working-capital blockages for eligible businesses. 

4. Simplified Registration and Returns: Clearer documentation, more automated registration, 
simplified procedures for small e-commerce sellers and consideration of annual returns for small 
taxpayers aim to reduce compliance burdens. 

5. Checks on Enforcement: Inter-State goods inspections would be restricted to officers of the 
supplier or destination State. Interception would require specific intelligence and authorisation at 
Joint Commissioner level. 

6. Faceless Assessment: A faceless assessment system for Central GST is planned for 
2027–28, similar to the income-tax system. 

3. Impact and Significance 

1. Ease of Doing Business: Reduced paperwork, easier registration and faster refunds can 
lower compliance costs, especially for small businesses and exporters. 



2. Taxpayer Protection: Proposed limits on arrest and prosecution, together with clearer 
enforcement procedures, can reduce arbitrary intervention while preserving action against 
genuine tax evasion. 

3. Improved Liquidity: Faster refunds and smoother ITC processing can release working capital, 
helping businesses manage cash flow and invest in expansion. 

4. Transparency and Efficiency: Faceless assessments and intelligence-based inspections can 
reduce unnecessary discretion, improve accountability and facilitate inter-State movement of 
goods. 

5. Trust-Based Tax Compliance: Simpler procedures may encourage voluntary compliance and 
formalisation, provided implementation remains consistent and enforcement against deliberate 
evasion remains effective. 

Implementation: Most measures were expected to take effect from 1 April 2027, while faceless 
Central GST assessment was planned for 2027–28. The relevant legal amendments and 
notifications are necessary before proposed changes become effective. 

 

3. Calibrating India’s Inbound Investment Framework 



GS-3: Indian Economy, Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), Investment and Industrial Growth 

Context: India is attracting record foreign investment, but converting investment commitments 
into operational projects remains difficult because of regulatory uncertainty, Centre–State 
coordination gaps, compliance costs and delays in dispute resolution. 

1. India’s FDI Performance and the Investment Gap 

1. Record FDI Inflows: According to the article, gross FDI reached $94.8 billion in FY 2025–26, 
while UNCTAD’s World Investment Report 2026 ranked India among the world’s top FDI 
destinations, following a reported 44% rise in inflows. 

2. Greenfield Investment: India attracted approximately $7 billion in greenfield investment during 
the first three quarters of 2025, placing it among the top 10 destinations, but behind South 
Korea at $21 billion, the United States at $29 billion and France at $69 billion. 

3. Commitments Versus Implementation: Signing a trade agreement or announcing an 
investment does not automatically create a functioning factory. Projects can be delayed by 
approvals, compliance requirements, inconsistent State rules and administrative bottlenecks. 

4. Domestic and Foreign Investors: Resolving these bottlenecks benefits Indian businesses as 
well as foreign investors by improving predictability, reducing costs and encouraging long-term 
capital investment. 

2. Major Domestic Bottlenecks 

1. Centre–State Coordination: The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 
(DPIIT) is the nodal agency for investment facilitation, but actual project approvals depend on 
several Central and State departments. The article highlights delays caused by inconsistent 
rules and State-level notifications. 

2. Judicial Delays: India had nearly 48 million pending court cases as of April 2026, including 
around 6 million in High Courts. Delays in resolving commercial disputes increase uncertainty 
and the cost of doing business. 

3. Labour-Code Implementation: The consolidation of 29 Central labour laws into four Labour 
Codes was intended to simplify compliance. However, implementation depends on State-level 
rules, creating different timelines and regulatory uncertainty for businesses. 

4. Quality Control Orders (QCOs): Mandatory certification expanded from fewer than 70 
products to nearly 790, according to the article. For imported intermediate goods, compliance 
could cost around ₹20 lakh and involve six-to-eight-month certification timelines, disrupting 
manufacturing supply chains. 



5. Recent Correction: The government withdrew QCOs on selected critical intermediate goods, 
including polyvinyl chloride (PVC), aluminium and zinc, to reduce compliance burdens on 
manufacturers. 

3. Trade Agreements and Investor Protection 

1. Free Trade Agreements (FTAs): India is using trade agreements to deepen economic 
partnerships and attract investment. The article refers to planned December 2026 visits to 
Canada and Brussels, with agreements expected to be signed. 

2. India–EFTA Agreement: The India–European Free Trade Association (EFTA) Trade and 
Economic Partnership Agreement sets a $100 billion investment target. However, the article 
highlights that investor-protection mechanisms remain incomplete. 

3. Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT): An independent investment-dispute mechanism is absent 
from the India–EFTA agreement, according to the article. Switzerland is separately negotiating a 
bilateral investment treaty, which could inform future negotiations with the European Union and 
the United Kingdom. 

4. Predictability Matters: Investors require clear rules, protection against arbitrary treatment and 
reliable dispute resolution. Signing an FTA alone cannot guarantee investment unless the 
domestic regulatory environment supports actual project implementation. 

4. Investment Facilitation and Successful Examples 

1. DPIIT’s Role: DPIIT facilitates investment and coordinates with departments, but it is not the 
final decision-maker for every approval. A revised Standard Operating Procedure issued in May 
2026 set a 12-week deadline, although compliance remains uneven. 

2. Semiconductor Manufacturing: The Tata Electronics semiconductor facility at Dholera, 
Gujarat, illustrates how effective administrative coordination can accelerate large-scale capital 
deployment. 

3. Singapore’s Investment Experience: Singapore’s Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 
Agreement (CECA) has facilitated over $195 billion in cumulative FDI since 2000, including 
$19.8 billion in the previous year, according to the article. The author highlights predictable rules 
and investor protection as lessons for India. 

4. Mobile-Manufacturing Success: India’s mobile-phone production grew 33-fold since FY 
2014–15, from ₹180 billion to ₹6.27 trillion. Mobile-phone exports reached ₹2.59 trillion, and 
India became the world’s second-largest mobile-phone manufacturer by volume, meeting 99.2% 
of domestic demand through local production, as reported in the article. 

5. Way Forward: Calibrating the Investment Framework 



1. Improve State-Level Execution: Align Central rules with State notifications, streamline 
approvals and establish clear accountability for delays. The aim should be to convert investment 
commitments into operational factories and infrastructure. 

2. Reduce Regulatory Uncertainty: Review excessive or poorly calibrated compliance 
requirements, particularly QCOs affecting critical intermediate goods and small manufacturers. 

3. Strengthen Dispute Resolution: Improve commercial-court capacity, mediation and 
institutional arbitration to resolve investor disputes more quickly and predictably. 

4. Improve Investor Protection: Modernise bilateral investment treaty provisions and establish 
clear, credible mechanisms for resolving disputes while preserving India’s legitimate regulatory 
powers. 

5. Measure Actual Outcomes: Evaluate investment policy not only by FDI inflows and 
announcements, but also by projects commissioned, employment created, technology 
transferred and domestic supply chains developed. 



 

4. JOSH Teams to Accelerate TB Elimination 

GS-2 — Health | Government Schemes | Social Justice 



Context: The Union Health Ministry launched JOSH (Joint Squad for Health) teams under the 
TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan to identify undiagnosed tuberculosis (TB) cases and improve 
treatment completion. 

1. Tuberculosis: Basic Facts 

Causative Agent: TB is caused by the bacterium Mycobacterium tuberculosis, not a virus. It 
mainly affects the lungs but can also affect other organs. 

Transmission: It spreads through the air when a person with infectious pulmonary TB coughs, 
sneezes or speaks. 

Symptoms: Persistent cough, fever, night sweats, weight loss and fatigue. Early diagnosis helps 
prevent complications and further transmission. 

Treatment: TB is preventable and curable with appropriate antibiotics. Completing the 
prescribed course is essential to prevent relapse and drug resistance. 

2. JOSH Initiative: Key Features 

Composition: National Cadet Corps (NCC) cadets and MY Bharat youth volunteers will conduct 
community-level outreach. 

Coverage: The initiative covers 55 districts across 11 States and Union Territories. 

Active Case Finding: Volunteers will identify people with possible TB symptoms at the 
household level and encourage timely testing. 

Treatment Support: Teams will connect patients with healthcare services, encourage treatment 
completion and help reduce stigma and misinformation. 

3. India’s TB Elimination Goal and Progress 

National Target: India aimed to eliminate TB by 2025, five years ahead of the global Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) target of 2030. The national deadline has passed, and elimination 
remains an ongoing challenge. 

Decline in TB Incidence: Between 2015 and 2024, India’s estimated TB incidence declined by 
21%, from 237 to 187 cases per lakh population, compared with a global decline of 
approximately 12%. 

Treatment Coverage: The government reported 92% treatment coverage. This reflects progress 
in identifying and treating cases, but does not mean all infections have been detected or cured. 

National Strategy: The National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP) follows four 
pillars: Detect, Treat, Prevent and Build. Community participation and early diagnosis are 
essential to achieving these objectives. 



4. Significance of JOSH Teams 

Early Detection: Household outreach can identify people who remain outside the formal 
healthcare system and help reduce transmission. 

Treatment Adherence: Follow-up and community support can reduce treatment interruption and 
the risk of drug-resistant TB. 

Youth Participation: Involving NCC cadets and MY Bharat volunteers strengthens public 
awareness and community ownership of disease prevention. 

Inclusive Healthcare: Local outreach can improve access for underserved communities and help 
address stigma associated with TB. 



 

5. Global Cooperation Needed to Tackle Cybercrime 

GS-3 — Science & Technology, Cybercrime, Digital Infrastructure 



Context: At the 10th India Mobile Congress (IMC), Prime Minister Narendra Modi called for 
global cooperation against cybercrime and financial cyber fraud, emphasising trust, secure 
technology and shared responsibility. 

1. Why Global Cooperation Is Needed 

Borderless Crime: Cybercriminals can operate from one country, target victims in another and 
route money through a third, making international cooperation essential. 

Financial Cyber Fraud: Digital payments and online banking increase the need for coordinated 
action against fraud, identity theft and cross-border financial crime. 

Shared Responsibility: Governments, technology companies, telecom operators and financial 
institutions must cooperate to prevent attacks and share threat information. 

Trust in Digital Technology: Cybersecurity and data protection are essential for public 
confidence in digital services and the wider digital economy. 

2. India’s Digital Transformation: Key Data 

Cheaper Data: According to the article, 1 GB of mobile data cost ₹268 in 2014, compared with 
₹8 at the time of the speech. 

Rising Usage: Average monthly data consumption per customer increased from 0.26 GB in 
2014 to 36 GB, a reported 140-fold rise. 

Digital Inclusion: The Digital India campaign and telecom reforms expanded access to mobile 
phones, internet connectivity and digital services. 

Secure Infrastructure: India’s next challenge is to ensure that expanding connectivity is 
supported by secure telecom networks, trusted devices and effective cyber-fraud prevention. 

3. Technology Standards and India’s Role 

Bharat 6G Alliance: The alliance promotes Indian participation in developing and shaping 
sixth-generation (6G) telecommunications technology. 

Patent Development: The article reports that the alliance has established 7,700 patents, most 
registered internationally, reflecting efforts to strengthen India’s technology presence. 

Standard-Setting: India aims to participate more actively in international telecommunications 
standards, influencing future network architecture and security requirements. 

Domestic Manufacturing: Developing trusted mobile phones and telecom equipment in India can 
strengthen technological capability and reduce dependence on external supply chains. 

4. Way Forward 



International Cooperation: Strengthen cross-border intelligence sharing, digital evidence 
exchange and cooperation in investigating cybercrime. 

Financial Security: Improve coordination among banks, payment providers and law-enforcement 
agencies to detect suspicious transactions and limit fraud. 

Secure-by-Design Technology: Integrate cybersecurity, privacy safeguards and regular security 
testing into digital platforms and telecom infrastructure. 

Inclusive Cyber Awareness: Improve public awareness about phishing, identity theft, fraudulent 
links and digital-payment scams. 



 

6. Why Stubble Fires Keep Coming Back 

GS-3: Agriculture, Environment, Air Pollution, Government Policies 



Context: Stubble burning persists in Punjab, Haryana and neighbouring regions due to the 
paddy–wheat cropping cycle, a narrow sowing window, costly residue management and weak 
markets for crop residue. 

1. Why Farmers Burn Stubble 

1. Paddy–Wheat Cropping Cycle: Assured procurement and Minimum Support Price (MSP) 
encourage paddy cultivation, generating large quantities of straw. Haryana’s Mera Pani Meri 
Virasat scheme incentivises farmers to shift towards alternative crops. 

2. Short Sowing Window: Farmers often have only 10–15 days between paddy harvesting and 
wheat sowing. The Punjab Preservation of Sub-Soil Water Act, 2009, conserves groundwater by 
regulating paddy cultivation timing but indirectly narrows the harvest window. Short-duration 
varieties such as PR-126 can help. 

3. High Machinery Costs: Happy Seeders and Super Seeders manage residue, but rental, fuel 
and labour costs limit access. The Central Government’s Crop Residue Management Scheme 
provides 50% assistance to individual farmers and 80% to eligible Custom Hiring Centres. 

4. Weak Residue Markets: Inadequate storage, transport and industrial demand make straw 
difficult to sell profitably. Biomass-based power plants, compressed biogas facilities and CAQM 
directions promoting crop-residue-based fuel in specified brick kilns can create demand. 

5. Economic Convenience: Burning clears fields quickly at relatively low cost. Haryana’s 2026 
action plan offers ₹1,200 per acre for optimal residue-management practices, alongside 
machinery support. 

2. Environmental and Agricultural Impacts 

1. Air Pollution: Releases fine particulate matter (PM2.5), carbon monoxide and other pollutants, 
worsening air quality across northern India. The Commission for Air Quality Management 
(CAQM) Act, 2021 provides a framework for coordinated action in the National Capital Region 
and adjoining areas. 

2. Soil Degradation: Damages beneficial soil microorganisms and can reduce soil organic 
matter and nutrient availability. In-situ residue incorporation helps retain organic matter. 

3. Climate Impact: Releases greenhouse gases and black carbon. Biomass power, industrial 
boilers and biofuel production offer alternatives to open burning. 

4. Agricultural Sustainability: Repeated burning can weaken soil health and increase 
dependence on external agricultural inputs. Crop diversification and better residue management 
support long-term sustainability. 

3. Legal Framework and Enforcement 



1. Environmental Compensation: CAQM’s revised rates, notified in November 2024, are ₹5,000 
per incident for farms below 2 acres, ₹10,000 for 2–5 acres and ₹30,000 for farms above 5 
acres. 

2. State Enforcement: Haryana’s 2026 action plan includes a Parali Protection Force, drones, 
village-level monitoring and action against verified incidents. 

3. Supreme Court Oversight: The Court has pressed governments to strengthen 
implementation, collect environmental compensation and provide effective alternatives to 
burning. 

4. Scientific Monitoring: Satellite-based fire detection and ground verification help identify 
incidents. The Indian Council of Agricultural Research–Indian Agricultural Research Institute 
protocol supports crop-residue-burning monitoring. 

4. Way Forward 

1. Crop Diversification: Expand Mera Pani Meri Virasat and strengthen markets, procurement 
and price support for pulses, oilseeds, maize and other suitable alternatives to paddy. 

2. Affordable Machinery: Strengthen the Crop Residue Management Scheme, expand Custom 
Hiring Centres and ensure timely access to machinery. CAQM has also directed measures for 
rent-free machinery access for small and marginal farmers. 

3. Profitable Straw Markets: Expand biomass power, compressed biogas, pelletisation and 
industrial use of straw through supply-chain support and biomass-use requirements in specified 
industries. 

4. Incentives with Enforcement: Combine financial support, such as Haryana’s per-acre 
incentive, with penalties for verified burning incidents and effective implementation. 

5. Coordination and Accountability: The Centre, States, CAQM, agricultural universities, 
panchayats and industries should coordinate crop planning, machinery distribution, residue 
collection and monitoring. Measure success through reductions in burning, not merely 
machinery distribution. 



 

7. Women’s Safety in Public Spaces: Supreme Court Directions, Laws and Judicial Precedents 

GS-2: Judiciary, Governance, Fundamental Rights, Women’s Safety 

Context: In In Re: Recent Rape Incidents in Delhi-NCR, the Supreme Court initiated suo motu 
proceedings in September 2026 to examine systemic failures in women’s and children’s safety. 



Its focus is on whether existing safeguards actually work on the ground, not merely whether 
policies exist. 

1. Supreme Court’s Directions 

1. Vulnerability Mapping: Identify high-risk parks, isolated roads, transport hubs, markets and 
educational institutions using crime data, complaints and local intelligence. 

2. Enhanced Patrolling: Strengthen police patrols, particularly during evening and early-morning 
hours, with designated officers responsible for vulnerable locations. 

3. Infrastructure and Transport Audits: Review street lighting, Closed-Circuit Television (CCTV) 
cameras, public-space security and vehicle inspections. 

4. Review Existing Safety Systems: Examine the functioning of emergency number 112, Women 
Helpline 181, Women Help Desks, One Stop Centres, the Safe City Project and the National 
Database on Sexual Offenders. 

5. Accountability and Compliance: Require status reports on police initiatives, including 
Shishtachar Squads, Operation Nirbheek and the Nazuk Scheme, and examine staffing, 
investigation delays and the functioning of Fast Track Special Courts and Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) courts. The Court warned that responsible senior officials could 
be held personally answerable for non-compliance. 

2. Relevant Supreme Court Judgments 

1. Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan (1997): Established binding guidelines against sexual 
harassment at the workplace, later followed by the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace 
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013. 

2. Lalita Kumari v. Government of Uttar Pradesh (2013): Held that registration of a First 
Information Report (FIR) is mandatory when information discloses a cognisable offence, subject 
to the limited principles laid down by the Court. This is crucial for reporting sexual offences. 

3. Nipun Saxena v. Union of India (2018): Reinforced protection of the identity of rape survivors. 
The law restricts disclosure of identifying information to protect dignity and privacy. 

4. Shakti Vahini v. Union of India (2018): Issued preventive, remedial and punitive directions 
against honour crimes, including unlawful interference with consenting adults’ choices of 
partners. 

5. Aureliano Fernandes v. State of Goa (2023): Re-emphasised effective implementation of 
workplace sexual-harassment law, including properly constituted Internal Committees and 
awareness of complaint mechanisms. 

3. Important Laws for Women’s Safety 



1. Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023: Sections 63–71 address rape and related offences; 
Sections 74–79 cover offences such as assault intended to outrage a woman’s modesty, sexual 
harassment, disrobing, voyeurism, stalking and insulting the modesty of a woman. Effective 
from 1 July 2024. 

2. Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023: Provides criminal-procedure safeguards, 
including provisions on recording information about specified offences against women, 
investigation and victim-related procedures. 

3. Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012: Protects every child below 
18 years from sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography, with child-friendly reporting 
and trial procedures. 

4. Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act, 2013: Requires eligible workplaces to 
establish Internal Committees; provides Local Committees for complaints where applicable and 
imposes duties on employers to prevent and redress workplace harassment. 

5. Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005: Provides civil remedies, including 
protection, residence, monetary and other reliefs for women experiencing domestic violence. 

4. Government Initiatives and Institutional Mechanisms 

1. Mission Shakti: Umbrella programme for women’s safety, security and empowerment, 
incorporating support and empowerment services. 

2. Emergency Response Support System (112) and Women Helpline (181): Facilitate 
emergency assistance and access to support services; actual availability and coordination must 
be verified locally. 

3. One Stop Centres: Provide coordinated medical, legal, police, counselling and other support 
to women affected by violence. 

4. Safe City Project and Women Help Desks: Seek to improve public-space surveillance, 
emergency response and access to police assistance. 

5. Shishtachar Squads, Operation Nirbheek and Nazuk Scheme: Delhi Police initiatives whose 
operational effectiveness, coverage and safeguards for complainants are being examined by the 
Supreme Court. 

5. Way Forward 

1. Implement Court Directions: Complete vulnerability mapping, repair lighting and CCTV 
systems, and strengthen patrols around vulnerable locations. 

2. Ensure Prompt Registration and Investigation: Apply the BNSS framework, monitor delays 
and use the Investigation Tracking System for Sexual Offences (ITSSO) for oversight. 



3. Protect Survivors: Maintain confidentiality, prevent intimidation and provide coordinated legal, 
medical and psychological assistance. 

4. Strengthen Accountability: Publish measurable district-level data on response times, 
operational patrols, complaint handling and court pendency. 

5. Promote Women’s Confidence: Improve public awareness of helplines, transport safeguards 
and complaint mechanisms so women can access education, employment and public spaces 
without fear. 
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