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1. BIMSTEC Adopts Delhi Declaration on 
Terrorism 
GS-2 — International Relations, Regional Groupings and Internal 
Security 

Context: India hosted the first-ever meeting of Home Ministers of 
BIMSTEC countries, where member states adopted the Delhi 



Declaration to strengthen regional cooperation against terrorism, 
violent extremism and transnational organised crime. 

1. BIMSTEC: Basic Facts 

1.​Full Form: Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 
Technical and Economic Cooperation. 

2.​Established: 1997 through the Bangkok Declaration; initially 
known as BIST-EC. 

3.​Member States (7): Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

4.​Secretariat: Dhaka, Bangladesh. 
5.​Regional Significance: Connects South and Southeast Asia, 

promoting cooperation in trade, connectivity, security, 
technology and sustainable development. 

6.​India’s Role: India is a founding member and uses BIMSTEC 
to strengthen regional connectivity, maritime cooperation 
and security. 

2. Delhi Declaration: Key Provisions 

1.​Zero Tolerance towards Terrorism: Condemns terrorism and 
violent extremism in all forms, including cross-border 
terrorism, irrespective of perpetrators or motives. 

2.​Counter-terrorism Financing: Strengthens action against 
terrorist financing and money laundering in line with 
international standards and domestic laws. 

3.​United Nations Sanctions: Calls for effective implementation 
of relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions, 
including measures administered by the 1267 Sanctions 
Committee against designated terrorist organisations and 
associated individuals. 



4.​Accountability: Calls for those responsible for terrorist acts 
to be brought to justice under applicable domestic and 
international law. 

5.​Emerging Threats: Addresses the misuse of encrypted 
communication, social media, drones, cryptocurrencies and 
the dark web for terrorist recruitment, financing and illegal 
activities. 

6.​Solidarity with Victims: Expresses solidarity with victims of 
terrorist attacks, their families and affected states. 

3. Areas of Regional Cooperation 

1.​Counter-terrorism and Drug Control: Coordinate action 
against terrorist networks, narcotics trafficking and links 
between drug trafficking and organised crime. 

2.​Legal Cooperation: Strengthen extradition, mutual legal 
assistance and cooperation against fugitive criminals. 

3.​Cybersecurity: Improve cybercrime investigations and 
counter technology-enabled terrorism. 

4.​Intelligence and Border Management: Promote timely 
intelligence-sharing and coordination among 
law-enforcement and border-management agencies. 

5.​Institutional Capacity-Building: Expand joint training, 
technical assistance and investigative capabilities. 

4. Other Cooperation Initiatives 

1.​Convention against Trafficking in Persons. 
2.​Plan of Action on Drug Control. 
3.​Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Capacity-Building 

among BIMSTEC countries. 
4.​Plan of Action on Illicit Financial Flows. 
5.​Plan of Action on Natural Disasters. 



5. Significance for India 

1.​Regional Security: Strengthens collective action against 
cross-border terrorism, trafficking and transnational 
criminal networks. 

2.​Neighbourhood Cooperation: Deepens security 
partnerships with South and Southeast Asian countries. 

3.​Maritime Security: Supports coordination across the Bay of 
Bengal region. 

4.​Financial Security: Helps disrupt illicit financial networks 
that may support terrorism and organised crime. 

5.​Emerging Technologies: Encourages a coordinated 
response to cybercrime and technology-enabled security 
threats. 

6. Challenges 

1.​Differences in national laws and enforcement capabilities 
may impede cooperation. 

2.​Intelligence-sharing can be constrained by trust deficits and 
security concerns. 

3.​Porous borders and maritime routes facilitate trafficking and 
cross-border criminal activity. 

4.​Rapid technological change makes terrorist financing, 
online recruitment and cybercrime harder to detect. 

5.​Implementation gaps may prevent declarations from 
translating into measurable outcomes. 

7. Way Forward 

1.​Establish secure, timely mechanisms for sharing actionable 
intelligence. 



2.​Improve coordination on extradition, evidence-sharing and 
mutual legal assistance. 

3.​Strengthen joint cybercrime investigations and capabilities 
to trace illicit digital financing. 

4.​Conduct regular joint training, exercises and reviews to 
monitor implementation. 

5.​Convert regional commitments into measurable outcomes 
through clear timelines and institutional accountability. 

 



 



2. Rollout of Fee on UPI Transactions Postponed Beyond 
Deepavali 

GS Paper: GS-3 – Indian Economy, Digital Payments and 
Financial Inclusion 

Context: The proposed Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) on 
specified Unified Payments Interface (UPI) transactions has been 
postponed following concerns raised by traders. 

1. What is MDR? 

Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) is a fee charged to merchants for 
accepting digital payments, helping cover payment-processing 
and infrastructure costs. 

2. Key Developments 

1.​Original implementation date: 15 October 2026; postponed 
until immediately after Deepavali, with the revised date to be 
notified separately. 

2.​Proposed rate: 0.4% on specified Person-to-Merchant (P2M) 
UPI transactions exceeding ₹2,000 at medium and large 
merchant establishments, subject to applicable conditions. 

3.​Reason for postponement: Traders argued that additional 
charges could increase business costs during the festive 
and wedding seasons, particularly for businesses with thin 
profit margins. 

4.​Important distinction: The proposal does not apply to every 
UPI transaction; specified merchant payments must be 
distinguished from person-to-person transfers. 

3. National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) 



1.​Nature: A not-for-profit company under Section 8 of the 
Companies Act, 2013; it is not a statutory body. 

2.​Establishment: Incorporated in December 2008 as an 
initiative of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the Indian 
Banks’ Association (IBA). 

3.​Regulation: Operates under RBI authorisation and oversight 
within the framework of the Payment and Settlement 
Systems Act, 2007. 

4.​Major systems: UPI, RuPay, Immediate Payment Service 
(IMPS), National Automated Clearing House (NACH), 
Aadhaar Enabled Payment System (AePS) and National 
Electronic Toll Collection (NETC). 

4. Economic Implications 

1.​Merchants: MDR can raise transaction costs, especially for 
small businesses. 

2.​Payment ecosystem: A reasonable fee structure may 
support payment infrastructure, security and operational 
sustainability. 

3.​Digital inclusion: Higher costs could discourage merchants 
from accepting digital payments and slow the transition 
towards a less-cash economy. 



 
 

3. Aadhaar Mandatory for Delhi Electricity Subsidy 
GS Paper: GS-2 – Governance, Fundamental Rights; GS-3 – Subsidies and Public Finance 

Context: The Delhi government has made Aadhaar details mandatory for domestic consumers 
seeking electricity subsidies to verify beneficiaries and improve transparency. 

1. Key Provision 



1.​ The notification dated 30 September 2026 requires Aadhaar details from consumers 
seeking the subsidy. 

2.​ Applicants without an Aadhaar number may submit their Aadhaar Enrolment ID. 

2. Why Aadhaar-Based Verification? 

1.​ Targeted delivery: Identifies eligible beneficiaries and reduces duplicate or fraudulent 
claims. 

2.​ Transparency: Minimises leakages and improves accountability in public expenditure. 
3.​ Risk of exclusion: Authentication failures must not deprive genuine beneficiaries of 

subsidies. 

3. Supreme Court Judgments 

A. Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017) 

1.​ Recognised the Right to Privacy as a Fundamental Right under Article 21 and other 
constitutional freedoms. 

2.​ Held that privacy restrictions must have a legal basis, a legitimate objective and satisfy 
proportionality. 

B. Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2018) — Aadhaar Judgment 

1.​ Upheld Aadhaar for specified welfare benefits under Section 7 of the Aadhaar Act, 2016, 
subject to safeguards. 

2.​ Restricted compulsory Aadhaar requirements imposed by private entities and rejected 
mandatory Aadhaar for school admission and examinations. 

4. Where Is Aadhaar Required or Used? 

1.​ Welfare subsidies: Specified benefits under Section 7 of the Aadhaar Act, subject to 
safeguards. 

2.​ PAN and Income Tax: Generally required for PAN allotment and linking, subject to 
exemptions. 

3.​ PDS and DBT: Used for beneficiary verification and delivery of eligible government 
benefits. 

4.​ Banking: Used for permitted identity verification and Aadhaar-enabled services; not 
compulsory for every bank account. 

5. Aadhaar, Voter ID, PAN and Citizenship 

1.​ Aadhaar: Identity document for eligible residents; not proof of citizenship under Section 
9 of the Aadhaar Act. 

2.​ Voter ID: Identifies registered electors; only Indian citizens can register to vote, but the 
card alone is not conclusive proof of citizenship in every proceeding. 



3.​ PAN Card: Tax identification document, not proof of citizenship. 
4.​ Indian Passport/Citizenship Certificate: Provide evidence of nationality or citizenship 

under applicable law. India has no universal citizenship card issued to every citizen. 



 



4. Preventive Detention: Constitutional Provisions and 
Safeguards 
GS Paper: GS-2 – Constitution, Fundamental Rights, Judiciary and Internal Security 

Context: Preventive detention allows the State to detain a person to prevent an anticipated 
threat, but strict constitutional safeguards are necessary to protect personal liberty. 

1. Two Types of Detention 

1. Preventive Detention 

●​ A person is detained to prevent a potential future threat to public order, national security 
or other legally specified interests. 

●​ It does not require a completed offence or a criminal conviction. 
●​ Governed by Article 22(3)–(7) and applicable laws, such as the National Security Act 

(NSA), 1980. 

2. Punitive Detention (following arrest and prosecution) 

●​ A person is arrested in connection with an alleged offence, investigated and prosecuted 
under criminal law. 

●​ Guilt must be established through the judicial process; arrest does not itself establish 
guilt. 

●​ Article 22(1)–(2) provides safeguards, including access to legal counsel and production 
before a magistrate within 24 hours, excluding necessary travel time, subject to 
applicable law. 

2. Constitutional Safeguards: Article 22 

1.​ Article 22(1)–(2): Provides safeguards against ordinary arrest, including the right to 
consult a lawyer, be informed of grounds of arrest and be produced before a magistrate 
within 24 hours. 

2.​ Article 22(3): Excludes enemy aliens and persons detained under preventive-detention 
laws from the protections in clauses (1) and (2). 

3.​ Article 22(4): Three-month rule: Detention generally cannot continue beyond three 
months without the required Advisory Board opinion, subject to constitutional exceptions 
and applicable law. 

4.​ High Court judge requirement: The Advisory Board must consist of persons who are, 
have been, or are qualified to be appointed as High Court judges. It is not necessarily 
composed only of sitting High Court judges. 

5.​ Article 22(5): The detainee must be informed of the grounds of detention as soon as 
possible and given the earliest opportunity to make a representation against it. 



6.​ Article 22(6): Authorities may withhold facts considered against the public interest to 
disclose, subject to constitutional safeguards. 

7.​ Article 22(7): Parliament may prescribe circumstances, classes of cases and maximum 
periods of preventive detention within the constitutional framework. 

3. Three-Month and Six-Month Rules 

1.​ Three months: The general constitutional threshold for obtaining the required Advisory 
Board opinion under Article 22(4). 

2.​ Six months: There is no universal constitutional rule that preventive detention 
automatically lasts six months. The permissible duration depends on the applicable law 
and constitutional provisions. 

3.​ Advisory Board review: The Board examines whether sufficient cause exists for 
detention; it does not conduct a criminal trial. 

4.​ Maximum period: Different preventive-detention laws prescribe different rules and 
limits. 

4. Major Preventive-Detention Laws 

1.​ National Security Act (NSA), 1980: Covers specified threats involving national security 
and public order. 

2.​ COFEPOSA, 1974: Addresses specified activities involving foreign exchange and 
smuggling. 

3.​ BNSS Section 163: Allows urgent preventive orders in cases of nuisance or 
apprehended danger; it is not itself a general preventive-detention provision. 

5. Important Supreme Court Judgments 

1.​ Khudiram Das v. State of West Bengal (1975): Preventive-detention orders are subject 
to judicial review for illegality, mala fides and reliance on irrelevant material. 

2.​ Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978): Procedures affecting personal liberty must be 
fair, just and reasonable. 

3.​ Re: Ramlila Maidan Incident (2012): Restrictions on peaceful assemblies must be 
justified and constitutionally proportionate. 

4.​ Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan v. Union of India (2018): Favoured reasonable 
regulation of demonstrations rather than a blanket ban at Jantar Mantar. 

6. Constitutional Concern 

Preventive detention is an exceptional power because it permits detention without a criminal 
trial. Its use must comply with Article 22, applicable legislation and judicial review, while 
respecting Articles 14 and 21 and preventing arbitrary deprivation of liberty. 



 

5. The Other G2 and Three Lessons for India 
GS Paper: GS-2 – International Relations, India–US Relations, India–Russia Relations 

Context: US President Donald Trump’s decision to ease restrictions on Russian oil supplies 
highlights changing US–Russia relations and their implications for India’s energy security and 
strategic autonomy. 

1. What Is the “Other G2”? 

1.​ Meaning: The “Other G2” refers to US–Russia engagement, distinct from the US–China 
G2 framework. 

2.​ US policy shift: The article reports that Trump authorised Russian oil supplies for 
American and global markets through April 2027. 

3.​ Domestic constraints: Opposition within the US, concerns over alleged Russian 
interference in American elections and disagreements over Ukraine constrain closer 
relations. 

4.​ Significance for India: Reduced US–Russia tensions could ease pressure on India 
over Russian oil purchases and defence cooperation. 



2. Why Does It Matter for India? 

1.​ Energy security: Russian oil contributes to India’s energy supply; sanctions and tariff 
changes affect import costs and inflation. 

2.​ Defence cooperation: India depends on Russian-origin military equipment for 
maintenance, spare parts and operational readiness. 

3.​ US partnership: Trade, technology, investment and defence cooperation with 
Washington remain important to India. 

4.​ European security: The Russia–Europe conflict affects global energy markets, supply 
chains, trade and investment. 

5.​ Strategic autonomy: India must protect independent foreign-policy choices while 
maintaining relations with competing powers. 

3. Three Lessons for India 

1. Great-Power Rivalries Can Change 

1.​ Major-power relations evolve with leadership, economic interests and strategic 
calculations. 

2.​ India should maintain diplomatic engagement with Washington and Moscow rather than 
depend excessively on either. 

2. National Interests Matter More Than Ideological Alignment 

1.​ Countries cooperate when strategic and economic interests converge, even when 
political differences remain. 

2.​ India should pursue pragmatic, issue-based partnerships aligned with its energy, 
defence and economic priorities. 

3. European Security Affects India Directly 

1.​ The Russia–Europe conflict influences energy prices, trade, technology and investment. 
2.​ India should support dialogue and a negotiated, durable peace in Ukraine to promote 

wider Eurasian stability. 

4. Key Challenges for India 

1.​ Sanctions and tariffs: US restrictions or tariff measures can disrupt Indian oil 
purchases, exports and economic planning. 

2.​ Energy vulnerability: Dependence on imported crude exposes India to geopolitical 
shocks, price volatility and supply disruptions. 

3.​ Defence dependence: Reliance on Russian-origin platforms creates risks involving 
spare parts, maintenance and supply chains. 

4.​ Balancing major powers: India must preserve Russian defence ties while deepening 
cooperation with the US and Europe. 



5.​ Uncertain US–Russia relations: Domestic political opposition and disagreements over 
Ukraine may limit rapprochement and sustain pressure on India. 

6.​ European instability: Prolonged Russia–Europe confrontation can undermine trade, 
investment, connectivity and India’s wider Eurasian interests. 

5. Way Forward 

1.​ Energy diversification: Diversify crude oil imports and accelerate renewable energy 
adoption to reduce geopolitical vulnerability. 

2.​ Defence indigenisation: Strengthen domestic manufacturing, maintenance and 
spare-parts production to reduce dependence on foreign suppliers. 

3.​ Balanced diplomacy: Maintain strong relations with the US, Russia and Europe without 
aligning exclusively with any power bloc. 

4.​ Economic resilience: Diversify export markets, technology partnerships and supply 
chains to withstand sanctions and tariff disruptions. 

5.​ Peace and stability: Support dialogue and a negotiated settlement in Ukraine while 
protecting India’s energy and security interests. 

6.​ Strategic autonomy: Make foreign-policy decisions according to national interests, 
international law and long-term economic priorities. 



 
 

6. India’s Problem of Overtreatment and Overmedication 
GS Paper: GS-2 – Health, Governance and Public Policy 

Context: India faces a dual burden of unnecessary medical interventions and inadequate 
access to essential healthcare. 

1. Major Drivers of Overtreatment and Overmedication 



1.​ Excessive diagnostic testing: Unnecessary screening and scans generate false 
positives, leading to further tests and avoidable treatment. 

2.​ Fragmented healthcare: Multiple specialists may prescribe overlapping medicines 
without reviewing a patient’s complete medical history. 

3.​ Commercial incentives: Fee-for-service models can encourage hospitals to prioritise 
the volume of tests and procedures over their necessity. 

4.​ Defensive medicine: Doctors may recommend additional investigations to avoid 
potential allegations of negligence. 

5.​ Patient expectations: Patients may perceive more tests, medicines and procedures as 
indicators of better treatment. 

6.​ Inadequate medication review: Long-term prescriptions continue without regular 
assessment of their necessity, particularly among older adults. 

2. Major Concerns 

1.​ Patient safety: Unnecessary medicines increase the risk of adverse drug reactions, 
drug interactions and complications from avoidable procedures. 

2.​ Financial burden: Unwarranted tests and treatments increase out-of-pocket 
expenditure and may push vulnerable households into financial distress. 

3.​ Antimicrobial resistance: Inappropriate antibiotic use accelerates the emergence of 
drug-resistant microorganisms. 

4.​ Overdiagnosis and overtreatment cycle: Detecting abnormalities that would never 
cause harm can lead to anxiety, repeated investigations and unnecessary interventions. 

5.​ Polypharmacy among older adults: A 2025 study published in Scientific Reports found 
that 33.7% of its study participants experienced polypharmacy and 28.8% received 
potentially inappropriate medications. These figures relate to the study sample, not the 
entire Indian population. 

6.​ Healthcare inequality: Resources spent on unnecessary care divert attention and funds 
from people who lack essential medicines, timely diagnosis and affordable treatment. 

7.​ Declining trust: Unnecessary procedures and conflicting prescriptions can undermine 
public confidence in doctors and healthcare institutions. 

3. Way Forward 

1.​ Strengthen primary healthcare: Promote family physicians as the first point of contact, 
ensuring coordinated treatment and appropriate specialist referrals. 

2.​ Promote rational prescribing: Conduct periodic medication reviews, check drug 
interactions and discontinue medicines when clinically appropriate. 

3.​ Develop Indian-specific guidelines: The Indian Council of Medical Research and 
medical associations should identify low-value tests, treatments and procedures. 

4.​ Ensure informed decision-making: Doctors should explain the necessity, benefits, 
risks and alternatives before recommending investigations or treatment. 

5.​ Reform healthcare incentives: Link payment and hospital performance to clinical 
outcomes and quality rather than the volume of procedures. 



6.​ Strengthen professional accountability: Encourage evidence-based clinical practice, 
prescription audits and monitoring of unnecessary interventions. 

7.​ Improve public awareness: Educate patients that more medicines and tests do not 
necessarily mean better healthcare. 



 

7. China Rejects Ladakh’s Union Territory Status; India 
Hits Back 



GS Paper: GS-2 – India–China Relations; GS-3 – Internal Security and Border Management 

Context: China opposed India’s standardisation of names of 28 geographical features in 
Ladakh, while India reaffirmed Ladakh’s status as an integral part of the country. 

1. Major Developments 

1.​ India’s move: The Survey of India standardised names of 28 geographical features in 
Ladakh, including 11 peaks, five mountains, six land areas, two glaciers, two passes, 
one valley, one river, one lake and one other waterbody. 

2.​ China’s objection: China called the move “illegal and void” and reiterated its opposition 
to the creation of the Union Territory of Ladakh in 2019. 

3.​ India’s response: The Ministry of External Affairs asserted that Ladakh is an integral 
and inalienable part of India and that Chinese objections cannot alter this established 
fact. 

2. Major Concerns for India 

1.​ Territorial sovereignty: China’s claims challenge India’s territorial integrity and 
administrative authority over Ladakh. 

2.​ Border tensions: The western sector of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) remains 
disputed, particularly following the Galwan Valley clashes of June 2020. 

3.​ Strategic infrastructure: Roads and other infrastructure in eastern Ladakh are 
essential for military mobility, logistics and border security. 

4.​ Diplomatic mistrust: Competing territorial claims and unilateral actions complicate 
normalisation of bilateral relations. 

5.​ Cartographic contestation: Naming geographical features and depicting them on 
official maps can be used to reinforce competing territorial claims. 

3. Way Forward 

1.​ Diplomatic engagement: Continue negotiations through established military and 
diplomatic mechanisms to resolve outstanding border issues. 

2.​ Border stability: Implement disengagement understandings, maintain peace along the 
LAC and prevent escalation. 

3.​ Infrastructure development: Strengthen border roads, communications and logistics 
while ensuring preparedness in strategically important areas. 

4.​ Consistent territorial position: Maintain clear official maps and geographical records 
to reinforce India’s sovereignty claims. 

5.​ Broader bilateral dialogue: Restore trust and normalise relations through progress on 
border stability, diplomatic engagement and people-to-people contacts. 
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