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1. Why Navi Pillay’s Work Matters for World Peace 

GS-2: International Relations, International Law, Human Rights 



Context: South African jurist Navanethem “Navi” Pillay was awarded the 2026 Nobel 
Peace Prize for her contribution to international justice, prosecution of war crimes and 
genocide, and protection of human rights. 

1. Contribution to International Law 

Anti-Apartheid Struggle: Defended anti-apartheid prisoners and advocated equal access 
to justice in South Africa. 

Rwanda Genocide: As a judge at the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), 
contributed to landmark proceedings concerning the 1994 genocide. 

Akayesu Judgment (1998): Helped establish that rape and sexual violence can constitute 
acts of genocide under specific circumstances. 

Media Accountability: The ICTR’s Media Case established that media propaganda inciting 
genocide could attract criminal liability. 

Human Rights Leadership: Served as United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights from 2008 to 2014. 

2. Contemporary Relevance to World Peace 

Accountability in Conflicts: Investigating alleged violations of international humanitarian 
law, including in Gaza, helps reinforce civilian protection and accountability. 

Preventing Genocide: The Rwanda tribunal’s precedents demonstrate the importance of 
prosecuting genocide and conflict-related sexual violence. 

Rule-Based International Order: International law and institutions provide mechanisms to 
address serious crimes and resolve disputes through legal processes rather than force 
alone. 

Sustainable Peace: Protecting human rights, ensuring justice for victims and holding 
perpetrators accountable can reduce impunity and support lasting peace. 



 

2. Great Indian Bustard: Rewilding and Habitat Conservation 

GS-3: Environment, Biodiversity, Wildlife Conservation 

Context: On 4 October 2026, two captive-bred male Great Indian Bustards (GIBs) were 
released into Rajasthan’s Desert National Park, marking a major step towards rewilding 
the critically endangered species under Project GIB. 

1. Great Indian Bustard: Key Facts 

Scientific Name: Ardeotis nigriceps; locally known as Godawan and the state bird of 
Rajasthan. 

IUCN Status: Critically Endangered on the International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) Red List; protected under Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

Habitat: Open grasslands, arid and semi-arid regions, deserts and scrublands. 
Rajasthan’s Thar Desert, particularly Desert National Park, is its principal stronghold. 

Population Decline: Estimated at 1,260–1,400 birds in the 1970s, the population has fallen 
to roughly 150, with the majority surviving in Rajasthan. 

Ecological Significance: As a large grassland bird, it highlights the conservation value of 
India’s threatened grassland ecosystems. 

2. Why Has the Population Declined? 



Habitat Loss: Conversion of grasslands into agricultural land, infrastructure and mining 
areas reduces breeding and feeding grounds. 

Power-Line Collisions: The bird’s large body and limited frontal vision make it 
particularly vulnerable to collisions with overhead transmission lines. 

Hunting and Egg Poaching: Historical hunting and disturbance at nesting sites have 
contributed to its decline. 

Grassland Mismanagement: Grasslands are often treated as wastelands or planted with 
trees, despite supporting specialised wildlife such as the bustard. 

3. Project GIB and Rewilding 

Institutional Collaboration: The Centre, Rajasthan Government, Gujarat Government and 
Wildlife Institute of India (WII) are involved in conservation efforts. 

Captive-Breeding Programme: Eggs collected from the wild are artificially incubated and 
chicks hand-reared at breeding centres in Sam and Ramdevra, Rajasthan. The 
programme has produced nearly 100 chicks, according to the report. 

First Rewilding Release: Two captive-bred males were released into Desert National Park 
on 4 October 2026; additional birds remain at breeding centres. 

Post-Release Monitoring: Birds carry transmitters that help conservation teams track 
their location, movement and adaptation to natural conditions. 

Soft-Release Approach: Acclimatisation facilities and gradual adaptation help birds 
transition from captivity to the wild while reducing dependence on humans. 

4. Challenges in Rewilding 

Survival Skills: Captive-bred birds must adapt to natural feeding, predators, weather and 
other environmental pressures. 

Habitat Quality: Releasing birds without protecting feeding, nesting and breeding areas 
will limit long-term recovery. 

Infrastructure Threats: Overhead power lines and other human-made structures continue 
to threaten the species. 

Limited Distribution: Establishing additional populations in Gujarat, Maharashtra, 
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh would require suitable habitat, threat reduction and 
careful scientific planning. 

5. Conservation Measures and Way Forward 



Project GIB: Continue captive breeding, habitat restoration, scientific monitoring and 
community participation. 

Supreme Court Intervention: In M.K. Ranjitsinh v. Union of India, the Supreme Court 
addressed power-line threats to the bustard and adopted an expert-led approach to 
identifying priority areas for undergrounding or other mitigation. 

Protect Grasslands: Prevent inappropriate afforestation, mining and land conversion in 
important habitats; restore native grassland vegetation. 

Reduce Power-Line Mortality: Underground priority transmission lines where technically 
feasible and install bird diverters on overhead lines where appropriate. 

Landscape-Level Recovery: Protect connected habitats, coordinate action across States 
and establish additional wild populations only where ecological conditions permit. 

 

3. India’s Share of Global Greenfield Investment More Than Doubles China’s 

GS-3: Indian Economy, Foreign Direct Investment, Industrial Growth, Global Value Chains 

Context: The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), in its 
World Investment Report 2026, reported that India accounted for 5.7% of global 
greenfield investment during 2020–2025, compared with China’s 2.8%, reflecting India’s 
growing importance as an investment destination. 

1. Key Findings of the Report 



1. Investment Share: India accounted for 5.7% of global greenfield investment, followed 
by Malaysia (4%), Indonesia (3.8%) and China (2.8%). 

2. Greenfield Investment: Refers to establishing new businesses, factories or facilities in 
another country, creating fresh productive capacity, employment and infrastructure. 

3. Strategic Sectors: The share of strategic sectors in global greenfield investment 
increased from 16% to 44% between 2020 and 2025. 

4. Leading Investment Sectors: Artificial Intelligence (AI) infrastructure and related 
technologies accounted for 12.4% of global greenfield investment, followed by 
semiconductors (8.1%) and energy-transition technologies and services (7.8%). 

5. Geographical Concentration: Europe accounted for 28.4% of strategic investment, 
North America 28% and developing Asia 26.5%, highlighting unequal access to 
investment. 

2. Significance for India 

1. Manufacturing and Employment: New factories and facilities can create jobs, expand 
production and strengthen industrial development. 

2. Technology Transfer: Investment in AI, semiconductors and clean energy can improve 
technological capabilities, innovation and domestic value addition. 

3. Global Supply Chains: India can benefit as companies diversify production across 
countries, reducing excessive dependence on concentrated manufacturing hubs. 

4. Export Competitiveness: Greater investment can strengthen infrastructure, exports 
and integration into global value chains. 

3. Challenges 

1. Implementation Bottlenecks: Land acquisition, regulatory uncertainty, delayed 
approvals and Centre–State coordination can slow projects. 

2. Infrastructure and Skills: Logistics constraints, power requirements and shortages of 
specialised skills can limit investment in advanced industries. 

3. Unequal Investment Distribution: Strategic investment remains concentrated in 
developed economies, creating challenges for developing countries in attracting 
technology-intensive projects. 

4. Investment-to-Production Gap: Announced commitments do not automatically 
translate into operational facilities, jobs or technology transfer. 

4. Way Forward 



1. Improve the Business Environment: Simplify approvals, ensure predictable regulations 
and strengthen contract enforcement and dispute resolution. 

2. Build Industrial Capabilities: Invest in logistics, reliable power, skilled workers, 
research and development, and domestic supplier networks. 

3. Strengthen Centre–State Coordination: Establish time-bound clearances and effective 
monitoring of investment projects. 

4. Target Strategic Sectors: Encourage investment in semiconductors, AI infrastructure, 
renewable energy and advanced manufacturing while building domestic capabilities. 

 



4. The Rights and Restrictions Around Holding Protests 

GS Paper II: Fundamental Rights, Judiciary and Governance 

Context: Delhi Police denied permission for a proposed protest at Jantar Mantar on 10 
October 2026, organised by the Campaign for Judicial and Political Accountability (CJP) 
and student groups demanding Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar’s 
resignation over alleged irregularities in the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls. 

1. Reasons for Denial 

1. Short Notice: The application was reportedly submitted on 7 October, only three days 
before the protest, whereas police guidelines ordinarily require around 10 days’ notice. 

2. Previous Non-Compliance: Police cited alleged violations of earlier protest conditions, 
including exceeding permitted hours and alleged misconduct. 

3. Public Safety and Traffic: Authorities raised concerns about overcrowding, traffic 
disruption, inconvenience to residents and possible law-and-order problems. 

4. Section 163, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023: Police cited 
prohibitory restrictions intended to prevent threats to public order and safety. These are 
police-stated grounds, not judicial findings. 

2. Constitutional Provisions 

1. Article 19(1)(a): Guarantees freedom of speech and expression, enabling citizens to 
criticise government policies and express political dissent. 

2. Article 19(1)(b): Protects the right to assemble peacefully and without arms, forming 
the constitutional basis for public demonstrations. 

3. Articles 19(2) and 19(3): Allow reasonable restrictions on speech and peaceful 
assembly, respectively, including on grounds of public order. 

4. Article 21: Protects life and personal liberty, requiring the State to safeguard citizens 
while respecting their freedoms. 

3. Important Supreme Court Judgments 

1. Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan v. Union of India (2018): The Court emphasised 
balancing the right to protest with residents’ rights and public order. Restrictions must 
be reasonable rather than automatically prohibiting demonstrations. 



2. Ramlila Maidan Incident v. Union of India (2012): Established that police action against 
protesters must respect fundamental rights and satisfy the requirement of 
proportionality. 

3. Amit Sahni v. Commissioner of Police (2020): Held that public roads cannot be 
occupied indefinitely for demonstrations because other citizens also have rights to 
movement and access. 

4. Legal Restrictions and Remedies 

1. Preventive Powers under Section 163, BNSS: An Executive Magistrate may issue 
written orders in urgent cases involving danger, obstruction or threatened public 
tranquillity. An order ordinarily lasts up to two months, subject to a lawful extension by 
the State Government. 

2. Judicial Review under Article 226: Organisers can approach the High Court if 
permission is denied arbitrarily or restrictions are disproportionate to the actual threat. 

3. Alternative Arrangements: Authorities can consider a different venue, revised timings, 
crowd limits and traffic diversions to facilitate peaceful protests while maintaining public 
order. 

5. Way Forward 

1. Transparent Procedures: Publish clear permission timelines and provide specific 
reasons for refusing applications. 

2. Proportionate Restrictions: Base restrictions on credible safety assessments and use 
the least restrictive measures necessary. 

3. Administrative Accountability: Apply rules consistently, while requiring organisers to 
comply with lawful conditions. 

4. Protection of Democratic Dissent: Facilitate peaceful demonstrations while protecting 
residents, commuters and other citizens from avoidable disruption. 





5. Critical Minerals Stockpiling Policy Likely Within a Month 

GSIII: Indian Economy, Energy Security, Infrastructure and Science & Technology 

Context: The Union Government plans to finalise a policy for strategic stockpiling of 
critical minerals to protect India against global supply-chain disruptions, import 
dependence and China’s dominance in mineral processing. 

1. Critical Minerals: Meaning and Importance 

1. Meaning: Minerals essential for economic development and national security whose 
supply is vulnerable to geopolitical tensions, import dependence or limited availability. 

2. Examples and uses: Lithium and cobalt for batteries; nickel for batteries and alloys; 
copper for electricity networks; rare earth elements for wind turbines, electric vehicles, 
electronics and defence technologies. 

3. Strategic importance: Essential for India’s clean-energy transition, advanced 
manufacturing, electric mobility, electronics and defence production. 

2. Key Data: India’s Vulnerability 

1. China’s dominance: China controls around 90% of global critical mineral processing, 
according to the newspaper report. 

2. Import dependence: India has limited processing capacity and relies heavily on 
imports for several critical minerals. 

3. Overseas sourcing: Khanij Bidesh India Limited (KABIL) has acquired rights relating to 
five lithium brine blocks in Argentina, covering approximately 15,703 hectares, according 
to government information. 

4. Supply-chain risk: Export restrictions, geopolitical tensions or disruptions in shipping 
can affect battery manufacturing, renewable energy and other strategic industries. 

3. National Critical Minerals Mission (NCMM) 

The National Critical Minerals Mission (NCMM) was approved by the Union Cabinet on 29 
January 2025 to secure critical mineral supplies and strengthen India’s domestic and 
international mineral value chains. 

1. Duration and outlay: Seven years, from 2024–25 to 2030–31, with government 
expenditure of ₹16,300 crore and expected investment of ₹18,000 crore from public 
sector undertakings and other sources. 

2. Exploration and overseas acquisition: Expand domestic exploration, accelerate mining 
projects and encourage Indian companies to acquire mineral assets abroad. 



3. Recycling: A ₹1,500-crore incentive scheme supports recovery of critical minerals from 
lithium-ion battery scrap, electronic waste and other eligible waste streams. 

4. Processing parks: ₹500 crore is earmarked for critical mineral processing parks to 
develop domestic refining and processing capabilities. 

5. Research and technology: Promote indigenous extraction, mineral processing, 
recycling technologies and skilled manpower. 

6. Strategic stockpile: ₹500 crore is allocated under the Mission for developing a National 
Critical Mineral Stockpile Programme to maintain reserves of at least five critical minerals 
and provide supplies during emergencies. 

4. Proposed Stockpiling Policy 

1. Strategic reserves: Maintain essential minerals for uninterrupted industrial use during 
global supply disruptions. 

2. Public-private partnership: Central Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) and private 
companies are expected to collaborate in establishing and managing the stockpile. 

3. Supply management: The policy is expected to specify how reserves will be released, 
including eligible users and quantities, to ensure that scarce minerals reach priority 
industries. 

4. Domestic processing: Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Gujarat and Maharashtra have been 
identified for developing critical mineral processing parks, with state-level focus areas 
including rare earth elements, nickel and lithium. 

5. Challenges and Way Forward 

1. Diversify imports: Build partnerships with resource-rich countries to reduce excessive 
dependence on China or any single supplier. 

2. Develop domestic capacity: Invest in mining, refining, recycling and indigenous 
processing technologies rather than relying only on imported raw materials. 

3. Improve stockpile management: Decide reserve quantities according to import 
dependence, industrial demand, storage costs and disruption risks. 

4. Ensure sustainability: Promote responsible mining, environmental safeguards and 
recovery of valuable minerals from discarded batteries and electronic waste. 





6. How India’s Growth Rate Keeps Beating Forecasts 

GS-3 — Indian Economy, Economic Growth and Monetary Policy 

Context: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) raised its Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
growth forecast for 2026–27 to 7.1%, reflecting India’s economic resilience amid global 
uncertainties. 

1. GDP vs Gross Value Added (GVA) 

Gross Value Added (GVA): Measures the value created by producers across agriculture, 
industry and services after deducting intermediate consumption. 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP): Measures the value of final goods and services 
produced within the economy. GDP at market prices equals GVA plus product taxes 
minus product subsidies. 

Why GVA matters: It helps assess the performance of individual economic sectors 
without the direct effect of net product taxes. 

2. Growth Forecasts vs Actual Performance 

Recent trend: Since 2022–23, actual economic growth has generally exceeded 
professional forecasts. 

2023–24: Actual Real GVA growth was 8.6%, against a forecast of 5.8%. 

2025–26: Actual GVA growth was 7.9%, against a forecast of 6.4%. 

Earlier slowdown: Growth was 3.9% in 2019–20, against a forecast of 7.1%. 

Pandemic impact: GVA contracted by 4.2% in 2020–21 amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

3. Why Does Actual Growth Exceed Forecasts? 

Conservative projections: Economists often adopt cautious estimates because future 
economic conditions are uncertain. 

Geopolitical tensions: Conflicts, crude oil price fluctuations and trade tariffs make 
growth difficult to predict. 

Stronger economic activity: Consumption, investment and production may perform 
better than anticipated. 

Unpredictable developments: Domestic and global events can change economic 
performance after forecasts are prepared. 



Data revisions: Changes in national accounts methodology and the base year can affect 
historical estimates and comparisons. 

4. Way Forward 

Improve data quality: Ensure timely, reliable economic statistics and transparent 
revisions. 

Refine forecasting models: Incorporate geopolitical risks, commodity prices and 
domestic economic conditions. 

Use multiple indicators: Assess consumption, investment, employment and industrial 
output alongside growth forecasts. 

Strengthen resilience: Diversify supply chains, promote domestic manufacturing and 
reduce external vulnerabilities. 

Ensure inclusive growth: Translate economic expansion into employment, higher 
incomes and improved living standards. 

 

7. Online Lower-Berth Booking Facility for Pregnant Women 

GS-1 — Women and Social Empowerment; GS-2 — Governance and Digital Service 
Delivery 

Context: The Railway Board has directed the Centre for Railway Information Systems 
(CRIS) and Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) to enable pregnant 
women to book lower berths online, a facility previously available only through railway 
reservation counters. 

1. Key Features 



1. Online Booking: Pregnant women will be able to access the combined lower-berth 
quota through online reservation platforms, reducing the need for physical visits to 
railway counters. 

2. Simplified Documentation: The requirement to submit a pregnancy certificate at the 
reservation counter for booking under this quota is proposed to be waived. 

3. Existing Quota: The combined lower-berth quota also covers senior citizens and 
female passengers aged 45 years and above, subject to availability. 

4. Berth Allocation: According to the report, each coach has approximately 6–7 lower 
berths in Sleeper Class, 4–5 in Air-Conditioned Three-Tier and 3–4 in Air-Conditioned 
Two-Tier reserved under the relevant quota. 

2. Significance: Women-Centric Governance 

1. Gender-Sensitive Policymaking: Recognises pregnant women’s specific travel needs 
and adapts public transport services to improve comfort and dignity. 

2. Substantive Equality: Demonstrates that equitable service delivery may require 
targeted arrangements to address the distinct needs of women. 

3. Ease of Living: Reduces procedural burdens, paperwork and the need to visit 
reservation counters. 

4. Responsive Governance: The initiative followed a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) before 
the Delhi High Court, illustrating how citizen grievances and judicial intervention can 
encourage administrative reform. 

 


