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1. Ethiopia’s Tigray Rebels Abandon 
Regional Capital as Government 
Advances 
Source: AFP​
GS: GS-2 — International Relations | Regional Conflicts 

Context 

Tigray, a region in northern Ethiopia, is in the news as Tigray rebels are abandoning Mekelle, 
the regional capital, while pro-government forces advance on the city. The Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front (TPLF) has historically been the dominant political force in the region and 
recently removed a government-appointed administration. 

1. Tigray Region 

●​ Tigray: Northern regional state of Ethiopia. 
●​ Capital: Mekelle. 



●​ Border: Eritrea lies to its north. 
●​ Major political force: Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF). 

2. Ethiopia 

●​ Capital: Addis Ababa. 
●​ Region: Horn of Africa. 
●​ Landlocked country, bordered by Eritrea, Djibouti, Somalia, Kenya, South Sudan 

and Sudan. 

3. Horn of Africa 

The Horn of Africa is the northeastern part of Africa, primarily comprising Ethiopia, Eritrea, 
Djibouti and Somalia. 

 





 

2. RBI Governor Lays Down Five Priorities 
for Financial Stability 
Source: The Hindu​
GS: GS-3 — Indian Economy | Banking & Financial Stability 

Context: RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra, speaking at the 5th Kautilya Economic Conclave, 
stressed that India’s financial system is resilient but emerging risks are becoming more global, 
interconnected and technology-driven.  

1. Why Is Financial Stability Important for India? 



1.​ Credit and growth: Stable banks and financial institutions ensure continuous credit to 
households, MSMEs and businesses. 

2.​ Economic confidence: Stability protects the confidence of depositors, investors and 
businesses in banks, markets and payment systems. 

3.​ Crisis prevention: Financial stress can spread through interconnected institutions and 
markets, turning a problem in one segment into a wider economic crisis. 

4.​ Policy effectiveness: A stable financial system allows monetary policy, liquidity 
management and credit channels to function effectively. 

5.​ Shock absorption: India’s objective is to ensure that the financial system absorbs 
shocks rather than amplifies them. 

2. India’s Financial Position and Key Targets 

1.​ Banking-sector asset quality: Gross Non-Performing Assets (GNPA) stood at 1.68% 
in June 2026, down from 2.22% a year earlier.  

2.​ Strong capitalisation: Scheduled Commercial Banks had a Capital to Risk-Weighted 
Assets Ratio (CRAR) of 17.78% in June 2026, comfortably above the regulatory 
requirement.  

3.​ Liquidity buffer: Banks’ Liquidity Coverage Ratio (LCR) was 126.94% at end-June 
2026, providing a substantial short-term liquidity cushion.  

4.​ NBFC resilience: NBFCs had a CRAR of 25.41% in June 2026, while their GNPA ratio 
declined to 2.50%.  

5.​ Policy objective: Maintain adequate capital and liquidity, deepen financial markets, 
strengthen safety nets and resolution mechanisms, and ensure that banks and non-bank 
institutions remain capable of providing financial services even during severe stress.  

3. Major Challenges to Financial Stability 

1.​ Global debt and leverage: High debt, shorter maturities and higher borrowing costs can 
strain governments and companies and trigger financial-market stress.  

2.​ Geopolitical shocks: Wars, trade fragmentation and commodity-price shocks can 
simultaneously affect inflation, growth, exchange rates and capital flows. 

3.​ Interconnected financial system: Banks, NBFCs, markets, payment systems and 
technology providers are increasingly connected, creating channels for contagion. 

4.​ Cyber and technology risks: A cyberattack or technological failure can disrupt financial 
infrastructure and spread beyond the institution directly affected. 

5.​ AI and asset-valuation risks: Rapid investment in Artificial Intelligence could create 
stretched valuations; a sharp correction could transmit stress through financial markets.  

6.​ Non-bank financial risks: Growing leverage among non-bank financial intermediaries 
and emerging private-credit markets require closer monitoring. 

7.​ Data gaps: Information on NBFCs, interconnected exposures, technology dependencies 
and cross-border positions remains fragmented, making early risk detection difficult.  

4. Five Priorities Suggested by the RBI Governor 



1. Strengthen systemic resilience​
 Build institutions capable of absorbing and containing shocks, supported by proactive 
regulation, supervision, credible safety nets and effective resolution mechanisms. 

2. Understand the new generation of systemic risks​
 The next crisis may originate outside finance—from a geopolitical event, cyberattack or 
technological failure. Regulators must map dependencies and contagion channels and use 
scenario analysis. 

3. Improve monitoring and data​
 Better and more granular data on NBFIs, interconnected exposures, technology 
dependencies and cross-border positions is essential for accurate risk assessment. 

4. Build system-wide resilience​
 Resilience must extend beyond banks to NBFIs, financial markets, payment systems, 
technology infrastructure, critical third parties and cross-border financial networks. 

5. Ensure innovation strengthens trust​
 Artificial Intelligence, tokenisation and new forms of financial intermediation should 
improve efficiency while preserving sound institutions, settlement finality, singleness of 
money and financial integrity.  

 



3. 3D Concrete Printing to Improve Rural 
Housing Delivery under PMAY-G 
Source: The Hindu​
GS: GS-2 — Government Schemes, Welfare Delivery | GS-3 — Science & Technology, 
Infrastructure 

Context: Andhra Pradesh is introducing 3D Concrete Printing (3DCP) for rural houses under 
Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana–Gramin (PMAY-G). The initiative shows how cutting-edge 
technology can improve the speed, efficiency, quality and scalability of welfare delivery. 

1. Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana–Gramin (PMAY-G) 

1.​ Objective: Launched in 2016 to provide pucca houses with basic amenities to eligible 
rural households. 

2.​ Current phase: Extended for 2024–25 to 2028–29, targeting 2 crore additional 
houses with an outlay of about ₹3.06 lakh crore. 

3.​ Financial assistance: Support is provided for house construction, with convergence 
with other schemes for basic amenities and livelihood support. 

4.​ Technology use: PMAY-G already uses digital beneficiary identification, 
geo-tagging and monitoring; the Andhra Pradesh pilot extends technology to the 
construction stage. 

2. What Is 3D Concrete Printing? 

1.​ Technology: A computer-controlled printer deposits specially formulated concrete layer 
by layer according to a digital design. 

2.​ Digital construction: Building Information Modelling (BIM) converts a digital house 
design into instructions for the printer. 

3.​ Andhra Pradesh pilot: 177 houses are planned in Guntur district, including 77 
barrier-free houses for Persons with Disabilities. 

4.​ Project cost: The project has an outlay of ₹13.93 crore, with Union and State 
Government contributions. 

5.​ Technical support: CSIR-Central Building Research Institute (CBRI) will provide 
technical designs, material formulations and supervision. 

3. How Can 3D Printing Improve Welfare Implementation? 

1.​ Speed: Automated construction can reduce construction time and accelerate delivery to 
beneficiaries. 

2.​ Quality: Digital designs and automated material deposition can improve consistency and 
reduce construction errors. 



3.​ Resource efficiency: Precise deposition can reduce material wastage and improve 
utilisation of construction inputs. 

4.​ Labour efficiency: It can reduce dependence on conventional, labour-intensive 
masonry and address skilled-labour shortages. 

5.​ Scalability: Once safety, cost and durability are established, the model can potentially 
be replicated across large-scale public housing programmes. 

4. Broader Role of Cutting-Edge Technology in Welfare 

1.​ Faster service delivery: Automation can reduce delays between government approval 
and actual delivery of public assets. 

2.​ Better targeting and monitoring: Digital tools can improve beneficiary identification, 
verification, progress tracking and accountability. 

3.​ Inclusive delivery: Technology allows welfare infrastructure to be customised for 
Persons with Disabilities and other vulnerable groups. 

4.​ Cost-effective implementation: AI, robotics, digital mapping and automation can 
reduce wastage and improve utilisation of public resources. 

5.​ Evidence-based scaling: Pilot projects allow governments to test cost, safety, 
durability and effectiveness before nationwide adoption. 



 



4. India’s River Interlinking Projects May 
Create Invasive Species “Highways” 
Source: The Hindu​
GS: GS-3 — Environment & Ecology | Biodiversity | Water Resources 

Context: A study has warned that India’s river-interlinking projects could remove natural 
barriers between river basins, allowing invasive alien species and aquatic pathogens to enter 
ecosystems where native species may have limited resistance. 

1. Why Are River Basins Ecologically Sensitive? 

1.​ Natural isolation: Separate river basins restrict the movement of aquatic organisms and 
allow distinct ecological communities to evolve independently. 

2.​ Endemic biodiversity: Many freshwater species are restricted to particular river 
systems and may not naturally occur elsewhere. 

3.​ Different ecological conditions: River basins differ in water flow, sediment, 
temperature, habitats and species composition. 

4.​ Greater vulnerability: The study found that several Northeast and peninsular Indian 
river basins are more vulnerable to biological invasions than those in Central and North 
India. 

2. How Can River Interlinking Spread Invasive Species? 

1.​ Removal of natural barriers: Connecting previously isolated basins can provide a 
pathway for organisms that could not naturally cross between them. 

2.​ Lower Ganga to Mahanadi: The Lower Ganga basin already hosts around 13–15 
invasive alien species and could become a source of invasives for the ecologically 
sensitive Mahanadi basin. 

3.​ Movement of aquatic organisms: Inter-basin water transfer can unintentionally carry 
fish, aquatic plants, microorganisms and other organisms. 

4.​ Pathogen transmission: Aquatic pathogens present in one basin could reach another 
basin where native species have little resistance. 

5.​ Competition: Newly introduced species can compete with native species for food, 
habitat and other resources, increasing the risk of population decline. 

3. Ecological Impacts Beyond Invasive Species 

1.​ Threat to endemic species: Species confined to individual river basins may face 
extinction if invasive competitors become established. 

2.​ Biodiversity homogenisation: Different river basins could gradually lose their unique 
biological character as the same invasive species spread across them. 



3.​ Altered fish migration: Dams, reservoirs and canals associated with river-linking can 
disrupt natural migration and breeding routes. 

4.​ Sediment disruption: Changes in river flows can alter sediment transport, affecting 
downstream rivers, floodplains and deltas. 

5.​ Downstream ecosystem stress: Reduced downstream flows can affect aquatic 
habitats and the species and livelihoods dependent on them. 

4. Why Is This Important for India? 

1.​ Large-scale intervention: The National River Linking Project proposes connecting 37 
major river basins, making ecological risks potentially extensive. 

2.​ Mahanadi example: The Mahanadi basin supports 69 threatened species, making the 
introduction of invasive species particularly concerning. 

3.​ Fisheries: Changes in native aquatic communities can affect fish populations and 
fishing-dependent livelihoods. 

4.​ Agriculture and livelihoods: Alterations in river flows and aquatic ecosystems can 
affect agriculture, fisheries and communities dependent on river resources. 

5.​ International dimension: Ecological changes in rivers can have consequences 
downstream, including for neighbouring countries sharing transboundary river systems. 

5. Way Forward 

1.​ Pre-project ecological assessment: Each river-linking project should assess the 
possibility of invasive species and pathogen transfer before implementation. 

2.​ Biosecurity measures: Water-transfer infrastructure should incorporate mechanisms 
for detecting and controlling potentially harmful organisms. 

3.​ Long-term monitoring: Fish populations, aquatic organisms, pathogens and 
biodiversity should be monitored before and after inter-basin transfers. 

4.​ Maintain ecological flows: Water allocation should ensure adequate downstream flows 
to sustain riverine ecosystems. 

5.​ Integrated river-basin planning: Water security should be balanced with biodiversity 
conservation, fisheries, agriculture and downstream ecological needs. 





 

5. Centres of Excellence for India’s 
Classical Languages 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS: GS-1 — Indian Culture | Linguistic Heritage | GS-2 — Education 

Context: The Union Government has approved five Centres of Excellence (CoEs) for 
Assamese, Bengali, Marathi, Pali and Prakrit to strengthen institutional support for the study, 
preservation and promotion of India’s Classical Languages. 

1. What Is a Classical Language? 

A Classical Language is one recognised by the Government of India for possessing an 
ancient literary heritage and a long historical tradition of knowledge and linguistic 
development. 

Three broad criteria: 

1.​ High antiquity: Early texts or recorded history should have an antiquity of approximately 
1,500–2,000 years. 

2.​ Rich ancient heritage: The language should have a substantial body of ancient 
literature and knowledge texts, including prose and poetry, considered a heritage by 
generations of speakers. 

3.​ Historical evidence: It should have epigraphical and inscriptional evidence, with its 
classical literature or form showing historical distinctiveness from its present form or later 
forms and offshoots. 

2. India’s Classical Languages 

India has 11 recognised Classical Languages: 

Tamil, Sanskrit, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Odia, Marathi, Pali, Prakrit, Assamese and 
Bengali. 

The recognition timeline is: Tamil (2004), Sanskrit (2005), Telugu and Kannada (2008), 
Malayalam (2013), Odia (2014), and Marathi, Pali, Prakrit, Assamese and Bengali (2024). 

3. Why Is Classical Language Status Important? 



1.​ Preserves civilisational heritage: Ancient literature, manuscripts, inscriptions and 
knowledge traditions receive greater institutional attention. 

2.​ Promotes scholarship: It supports research in linguistics, literature, history, philosophy, 
archaeology and epigraphy. 

3.​ Protects primary sources: Manuscripts and inscriptions can be systematically 
documented, conserved and digitised. 

4.​ Enables wider access: Translation and digital repositories can make historically 
important texts accessible to students and researchers. 

5.​ IStrengthens linguistic diversity: Recognition acknowledges the contribution of 
different linguistic traditions to India’s cultural and intellectual history. 

4. What Are the Centres of Excellence? 

The Centres of Excellence are specialised academic institutions created to provide sustained 
support for research, documentation, preservation, digitisation, translation and 
dissemination of Classical Languages. 

The five approved centres are: 

1.​ Assamese: Tezpur University 
2.​ Bengali: Visva-Bharati 
3.​ Marathi: Deccan College Post-Graduate and Research Institute, Pune 
4.​ Pali: Central University of Odisha 
5.​ Prakrit: Central University of Gujarat 

5. What Will These Centres Do? 

1.​ Research: Develop advanced scholarship and specialised academic expertise. 
2.​ Documentation: Collect and systematically document manuscripts, texts, inscriptions 

and linguistic resources. 
3.​ Digitisation: Create digital repositories to preserve and provide wider access to 

historical material. 
4.​ Translation and dissemination: Make classical literature and knowledge traditions 

accessible to contemporary learners and researchers. 
5.​ Institution building: Develop universities into specialised hubs connecting scholars, 

research and higher education around these languages. 



 



6. India’s Performance at the 20th Asian 
Games 2026 
GS: Sports  

Context: The 20th Asian Games, held in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, from 19 September to 4 
October 2026, saw India record its second-highest Asian Games medal tally, with a stronger 
and more diversified performance across 21 sports. 

1. About the 20th Asian Games 

1.​ Host: Aichi-Nagoya, Japan | Dates: 19 September–4 October 2026. 
2.​ Participation: 45 National Olympic Committees, 43 sports, 71 disciplines and 469 

medal events. 
3.​ India’s contingent: 503 athletes, including 269 men and 234 women. 
4.​ Motto: Imagine One Asia. 
5.​ Significance for Japan: Japan hosted the Asian Games for the third time, after Tokyo 

(1958) and Hiroshima (1994). 

2. India’s Overall Performance 

1.​ Overall position: 4th in the medal table. 
2.​ Total: 85 medals — 21 Gold, 27 Silver and 37 Bronze. 
3.​ Second-highest Asian Games haul: India’s previous best was 106 medals at 

Hangzhou 2023. 
4.​ Medal-winning breadth: India won medals across 21 sports, indicating greater 

diversification beyond traditional strengths. 
5.​ Gender balance: Women and men won 38 medals each, while mixed events 

contributed another 9 medals. 

3. India’s Major Medal Contributions 

1.​ Athletics: 24 medals, including 1 Gold. 
2.​ Shooting: 15 medals, including 3 Gold. 
3.​ Archery: 9 medals, including 5 Gold, the highest gold contribution by a single sport. 
4.​ Boxing: 6 medals, including 3 Gold. 
5.​ Wrestling: 6 medals, including 2 Gold. 
6.​ Hockey and Kabaddi: Both men’s and women’s teams won Gold medals. 
7.​ Cricket: Both men’s and women’s teams won Gold medals. 

4. Major Achievements and Firsts 



1.​ Kumkum Mohod: First Indian woman to win an individual recurve Archery Gold at the 
Asian Games. 

2.​ Pranavi Urs: First Indian woman to win an individual Golf Gold at the Asian Games. 
3.​ Neeru Dhanda: Won India’s first Asian Games Trap Gold. 
4.​ Mirabai Chanu: Won her first Asian Games medal, taking Silver in Weightlifting. 
5.​ Suchika Tariyal: Won India’s first Asian Games medal in Martial Arts. 
6.​ Jay Meena: Won India’s first Asian Games medal in Soft Tennis. 
7.​ Roshinbina Devi: Extended India’s Asian Games medal streak in Wushu with a Silver. 

5. Significance for India 

1.​ Broader sporting base: Strong performances across shooting, archery, boxing, 
wrestling, hockey, kabaddi, cricket and athletics show growing sporting depth. 

2.​ Women’s contribution: Indian women matched men with 38 medals and contributed 
more Gold medals, 11 compared with 7. 

3.​ Team and individual strength: India performed strongly in both individual events and 
team sports. 

4.​ Sports diplomacy: Success at major Asian competitions strengthens India’s 
international sporting profile and soft power. 

5.​ Future priority: Sustained investment in grassroots talent, sports science, coaching, 
infrastructure and athlete support is necessary to convert Asian success into stronger 
Olympic performance. 
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