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1. Greece Bans Social Media for Children Under 15 

GS Paper II: Governance, Child Rights and Fundamental Rights 



Context: Greece passed legislation on 23 October 2026 banning social 
media access for children under 15, effective 1 January 2027, amid 
concerns over mental health and online safety. 

1. Countries Restricting Children’s Social Media Access 

1.​ Australia: Banned social media accounts for children under 16, 
effective December 2025. 

2.​ Indonesia: Introduced restrictions in March 2026 for under-16s on 
designated high-risk platforms. 

3.​ France: Parliament approved an under-15 restriction in 2026; the 
Constitutional Council blocked it in August. 

4.​ Turkey: Passed legislation restricting social media access for 
children under 15. 

5.​ Greece: Passed an under-15 ban in October 2026, effective January 
2027. 

2. Why Are Countries Introducing These Restrictions? 

1.​ Mental health: Reduce anxiety, sleep deprivation and excessive 
screen time. 

2.​ Online safety: Prevent cyberbullying, grooming, sexual exploitation 
and exposure to harmful content. 

3.​ Privacy protection: Prevent misuse of children’s personal data and 
commercial profiling. 

4.​ Healthy development: Encourage physical activity, offline 
relationships and better concentration. 

5.​ Platform accountability: Require companies to strengthen age 
verification and child-safety mechanisms. 

3. Issues with Blanket Restrictions 

1.​ Fundamental rights: May restrict freedom of expression and access 
to information. 

2.​ Digital exclusion: Can limit educational resources and support 
networks. 



3.​ Enforcement difficulties: Children may bypass age checks or 
migrate to less regulated platforms. 

4.​ Privacy risks: Age verification may increase personal-data collection 
and surveillance. 

4. Indian Supreme Court: Balancing Safety and Digital Rights 

Case: Just Rights for Children Alliance v. S. Harish and Others 

1.​ Fundamental rights: Articles 21 and 19(1)(a) protect life and 
personal liberty, and freedom of speech and expression, respectively. 

2.​ Balanced approach: Child protection should target harmful content 
and exploitation without unnecessarily denying children internet 
access. 

3.​ Safeguards: Parental guidance, child-friendly account settings, 
privacy protection and restrictions on contact from unknown adults. 

5. Way Forward 

1.​ Adopt proportionate, risk-based regulation rather than relying solely 
on blanket bans. 

2.​ Strengthen platform accountability and mechanisms for reporting 
harmful content. 

3.​ Use privacy-preserving age verification. 
4.​ Promote digital literacy among children and parents. 
5.​ Balance child safety with privacy, freedom of expression and access 

to information. 



 

2. State Legislative Councils: Composition, Powers and 
Relevance 

GS Paper II | Indian Polity and Governance 

Context: Elections to 28 Legislative Council seats across Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Maharashtra and Karnataka have renewed debate over the 
relevance, functioning and democratic value of state upper houses. 

1. Constitutional Framework and Composition 

1.​ Article 168: Provides for bicameral legislatures in states having both 
a Legislative Assembly (Vidhan Sabha) and a Legislative Council 
(Vidhan Parishad). 

2.​ Article 169: Parliament may create or abolish a Legislative Council 
following a State Assembly resolution passed by a majority of its total 
membership and a two-thirds majority of members present and 
voting. 

3.​ Article 171: A Council must have at least 40 members and cannot 
exceed one-third of the Assembly’s strength. Its composition is:​
 A. One-third elected by local authorities.​
 B. One-twelfth elected by graduates.​
 C. One-twelfth elected by teachers.​
 D. One-third elected by Assembly members.​



 E. One-sixth nominated by the Governor from fields such as 
literature, science, art, the cooperative movement and social service. 

4.​ Article 172: A Legislative Council is a permanent body; one-third of 
its members retire every two years. Members serve six-year terms. 

5.​ Eligibility: The minimum age for membership is 30 years. 

2. Powers and Functions 

1.​ Legislative scrutiny: Reviews Bills, suggests amendments and 
provides an additional forum for informed debate. 

2.​ Ordinary Bills: Can delay legislation and recommend changes but 
cannot permanently block a Bill passed by the Assembly. 

3.​ Money Bills: Can recommend amendments within 14 days; the 
Assembly may accept or reject them. 

4.​ Executive accountability: Cannot remove the state government 
through a no-confidence motion. 

5.​ Expert representation: Provides a platform for teachers, graduates, 
local representatives and nominated experts to contribute to 
policymaking. 

3. Major Concerns 

1.​ Political patronage: Councils may be used to accommodate party 
loyalists or defeated candidates, weakening their role as independent 
reviewing chambers. 

2.​ Limited legislative authority: Their inability to permanently block 
ordinary Bills or reject Money Bills can restrict their influence over 
policymaking. 

3.​ Financial burden: Salaries, allowances, staff and administrative 
infrastructure create additional expenditure for state governments. 

4.​ Democratic representation: Indirect elections and special 
electorates for graduates and teachers may not adequately reflect the 
wider population. 

5.​ Politicisation: Decisions to create or abolish Councils may reflect 
partisan interests rather than objective assessments of legislative 
needs. 



4. Way Forward 

1.​ Strengthen scrutiny: Provide research support, expert assistance 
and effective legislative committees. 

2.​ Improve representation: Ensure nominated members contribute 
genuine expertise and public service. 

3.​ Enhance transparency: Publish debates, committee reports, 
attendance records and legislative assessments. 

4.​ Ensure institutional accountability: Evaluate Councils on the 
quality of scrutiny, contribution to policymaking and 
cost-effectiveness. 

5.​ Preserve their constitutional purpose: Make Councils forums for 
constructive review and deliberation rather than political 
accommodation. 



 

3. Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS): Tracking Gig 
Work and Unpaid Household Labour 

GS Paper III | Indian Economy, Employment and Labour Force 

Context: The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 
(MoSPI) has proposed changes to the Periodic Labour Force Survey 



(PLFS) from January 2027 to improve measurement of digital platform 
work, unpaid household activities and labour underutilisation. 

1. Major Changes in PLFS 

1.​ Digital platform workers: A separate sampling stratum will identify 
households with at least one digital platform worker, improving 
coverage of gig employment. 

2.​ Unpaid household work: New questions will capture cooking, 
cleaning, childcare and care for elderly, sick or disabled family 
members. 

3.​ Unpaid work and training: The survey will record engagement in 
unpaid trainee work, volunteering and household production of 
goods. 

4.​ Labour underutilisation: Additional questions will help assess the 
extent to which available labour is not fully utilised. 

5.​ Sampling improvements: Revised sample allocation, stratification 
and survey schedules aim to improve population representation and 
data quality. 

2. About the PLFS 

1.​ Conducted by: National Statistical Office (NSO), under MoSPI. 
2.​ Purpose: Provides estimates of employment, unemployment, labour 

force participation and working conditions in India. 
3.​ Key indicators: Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR), Worker 

Population Ratio (WPR) and Unemployment Rate (UR). 
4.​ Proposed timeline: Revised sampling design is expected to begin in 

January 2027; the Ministry has invited comments from stakeholders. 

3. Significance 

1.​ Gig economy: Better data on platform workers can support 
evidence-based labour policies and social-security planning. 

2.​ Women’s work: Recording unpaid care and domestic work makes 
women’s economic contribution more visible. 



3.​ Employment policy: Improved measurement of underemployment 
and unpaid work can strengthen job-creation strategies. 

4.​ Evidence-based governance: Better sampling and wider coverage 
can improve the reliability of labour-market estimates. 

4. Challenges 

1.​ Underreporting: Household and care work may remain poorly 
recorded because it is unpaid or socially undervalued. 

2.​ Changing work patterns: Platform workers may combine multiple 
jobs or move frequently between employment categories. 

3.​ Measurement difficulties: Distinguishing unpaid household 
production, caregiving, volunteering and leisure requires clear 
definitions. 

4.​ Survey implementation: Revised sampling and questionnaires 
require trained enumerators and consistent data collection. 

5. Way Forward 

1.​ Use clear definitions for gig work, unpaid work and labour 
underutilisation. 

2.​ Train enumerators to capture women’s unpaid work and multiple 
employment activities accurately. 

3.​ Maintain consistent methods to allow comparisons across survey 
rounds. 

4.​ Use improved labour data to design targeted employment, 
skill-development and social-security policies. 



 



 

4. India–Azerbaijan Relations: Historical Ties and Diplomatic Reset 

GS Paper II – International Relations 

Context: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar visited Azerbaijan on 23 
October 2026 to ease diplomatic tensions and strengthen bilateral 
cooperation. 

1. Historical Background and Bilateral Ties 



1.​ Diplomatic Relations: India recognised Azerbaijan’s independence 
in December 1991, and diplomatic relations were established on 28 
February 1992. 

2.​ Historical Links: Indian traders historically maintained links with 
Baku. The Ateshgah Fire Temple contains inscriptions in Devanagari 
and Gurmukhi. 

3.​ Trade: Bilateral trade reached US$401 million in 2025.​
 

○​ Indian exports: US$226 million, including pharmaceuticals and 
machinery. 

○​ Indian imports: US$175 million, mainly crude oil. 
4.​ Energy Cooperation: ONGC Videsh has invested over US$1.2 

billion in Azerbaijan’s energy sector, including the 
Azeri–Chirag–Gunashli oil fields and the Baku–Tbilisi–Ceyhan 
pipeline. 

5.​ People-to-People Ties: Tourism, air connectivity, educational 
exchanges and cultural cooperation support bilateral relations. 

2. Major Causes of Tension 

1.​ Operation Sindoor (2025): Azerbaijan criticised India’s strikes 
against terrorist targets in Pakistan. 

2.​ Pakistan Factor: Azerbaijan’s close relations with Pakistan and its 
position on Kashmir have complicated bilateral ties. 

3.​ Armenia Factor: India’s defence cooperation with Armenia 
represents a strategic difference between New Delhi and Baku. 

3. Outcomes of Jaishankar’s Visit 

1.​ Diplomatic Reset: Meetings with President Ilham Aliyev and Foreign 
Minister Jeyhun Bayramov renewed high-level engagement. 

2.​ Economic Cooperation: Discussions covered trade, investment, 
energy and tourism. 

3.​ Connectivity: Cooperation through the International North–South 
Transport Corridor (INSTC) could improve India’s access to Eurasian 
markets. 



4.​ Regional Peace: India welcomed progress in the 
Armenia–Azerbaijan peace process. 

4. Way Forward 

1.​ Sustained Dialogue: Prevent geopolitical differences from 
obstructing bilateral cooperation. 

2.​ Trade Diversification: Expand cooperation in pharmaceuticals, 
technology and other non-energy sectors. 

3.​ Connectivity: Strengthen transport and trade links through the 
INSTC. 

4.​ People-to-People Engagement: Expand educational, cultural and 
tourism exchanges to rebuild mutual trust. 



 

5. India–China Border Tensions: PLA Patrols and the LAC 

GS Paper II – International Relations 

Context: The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) acknowledged continuing 
tensions over Chinese patrolling along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), 
following reports of face-offs in Arunachal Pradesh. 

1. Key Developments 



1.​ Face-offs in Arunachal Pradesh: Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) 
chief Shatrujeet Kapoor reported face-offs at several locations, 
including Taksing in Upper Subansiri district. 

2.​ Patrolling Disputes: Differences over established patrolling patterns 
contribute to tensions along the LAC. 

3.​ Military Dialogue: India and China held Corps Commander-level 
talks at the Wacha–Damai border meeting point in Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

4.​ India’s Position: India maintains that peace and tranquillity along the 
border are essential for stable bilateral relations. 

2. Major Concerns 

1.​ Unresolved Boundary: Competing territorial perceptions increase 
the risk of confrontations. 

2.​ Escalation Risk: Localised face-offs could trigger wider military 
tensions, as seen during the 2020 Galwan clashes. 

3.​ Trust Deficit: Repeated disputes undermine confidence despite 
ongoing dialogue. 

4.​ Difficult Terrain: The Himalayan landscape complicates 
surveillance, troop deployment and logistics. 

5.​ Bilateral Relations: Persistent tensions hinder broader cooperation 
between India and China. 

3. Way Forward 

1.​ Clarify the LAC: Develop a common understanding of disputed 
stretches to minimise confrontations. 

2.​ Strengthen Border Protocols: Ensure compliance with existing 
agreements and improve procedures for managing face-offs. 

3.​ Maintain Communication: Continue military talks and strengthen 
communication channels to prevent escalation. 

4.​ Improve Infrastructure: Enhance surveillance, connectivity and 
logistical support in sensitive border areas. 

5.​ Sustain Diplomatic Engagement: Prioritise peace and tranquillity 
along the border to support stable bilateral relations. 





6. Shamonda Virus: First Known Human Case 

GS Paper III – Science and Technology 

Context: France reported the first known human case of Shamonda virus 
in a patient who died in Lyon. 

Key Facts 

1.​ Virus Type: A vector-borne virus belonging to the genus 
Orthobunyavirus and the Simbu group. 

2.​ Transmission: Primarily spread through bites of Culicoides midges. 
3.​ Animal Hosts: Mainly affects cattle; infections have also been 

reported in sheep, goats, horses and alpacas. 
4.​ First Human Case: A severely immunocompromised patient in 

France was infected with the SHAV-EU1 variant, confirmed through 
laboratory testing and genome sequencing. 

5.​ Symptoms in Animals: Fever, diarrhoea, reduced milk production 
and reproductive disorders. 



 

7. Rising Crude Oil Prices: Causes and Implications for India 

GS Paper III – Indian Economy and Energy Security 

Context: Global crude oil prices approached $117 per barrel amid renewed 
geopolitical tensions and concerns over disruptions to oil supplies, 
increasing economic pressure on India. 

1. Reasons for Rising Crude Oil Prices 

1.​ Houthi Attacks: Attacks on Saudi Arabia’s civilian and energy 
infrastructure heightened fears of supply disruptions. 



2.​ Geopolitical Instability: Escalating tensions in West Asia increase 
uncertainty over global oil production and transportation. 

3.​ Supply Disruptions: Threats to energy infrastructure and shipping 
routes raise concerns about the availability of crude oil. 

4.​ Market Uncertainty: Fears of prolonged disruptions can push 
benchmark prices higher as traders anticipate tighter supply. 

2. Key Developments 

1.​ Brent Crude: Reached approximately $117.42 per barrel. 
2.​ WTI Crude: Rose to around $103.09 per barrel. 
3.​ India’s Crude Oil Basket: Averaged approximately $120.08 per 

barrel during the ongoing month. 
4.​ CNG Prices: Adani Total Gas increased prices by ₹4.45 per kg amid 

higher input costs. 

3. Implications for India 

1.​ Import Bill: Higher crude prices increase foreign exchange 
expenditure and may widen the current account deficit. 

2.​ Inflation: Rising fuel, transport and production costs can increase 
prices across the economy. 

3.​ Rupee Pressure: Higher import payments can increase demand for 
foreign currency and put pressure on the rupee. 

4.​ Fiscal Burden: The government may face pressure to adjust fuel 
taxes or provide relief to consumers. 

5.​ Economic Growth: Persistent energy price increases can reduce 
household purchasing power and raise business costs. 

4. Way Forward 

1.​ Diversify crude oil imports and strengthen strategic petroleum 
reserves. 

2.​ Accelerate renewable energy, electric mobility and biofuel adoption. 
3.​ Improve energy efficiency and reduce dependence on imported fossil 

fuels. 



4.​ Use calibrated fiscal measures to limit inflationary pressure without 
creating excessive fiscal costs. 
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