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1. India Invites Pakistan to SCO 
Civilisational Dialogue Forum 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS Paper II: International Relations 

Context: India has invited Pakistan’s Minister for National Heritage and Culture, Aurangzeb 
Khan Khichi, to the first Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Civilisational Dialogue 
Forum, scheduled in New Delhi from 20–22 November 2026, amid strained bilateral relations. 



1. India–Pakistan Relations: Recent Background 

1.​ Pahalgam Terror Attack (22 April 2025): The attack killed 26 people. India attributed it 
to Pakistan-linked terrorism, while Pakistan denied responsibility. 

2.​ Operation Sindoor (7 May 2025): India conducted strikes against targets it identified as 
terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir. 

3.​ Military escalation and ceasefire: Hostilities intensified before both countries agreed to 
stop military action on 10 May 2025. 

4.​ Diplomatic and economic restrictions: India placed the Indus Waters Treaty in 
abeyance and introduced other restrictions. Pakistan announced reciprocal measures, 
including suspending bilateral trade. 

5.​ Continuing tensions: Terrorism and unresolved disputes continue to constrain bilateral 
engagement, although both countries remain members of the SCO. 

2. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) and Civilisational Dialogue 
Forum 

1.​ SCO: Established in 2001 and headquartered in Beijing, China. It has 10 member 
states, including India, Pakistan, China, Russia and Iran. 

2.​ Objectives: Regional security, counter-terrorism, economic cooperation and cultural 
exchange. 

3.​ Civilisational Dialogue Forum: An initiative to promote dialogue on the cultural 
heritage, traditions and historical connections of SCO countries. 

4.​ India as host: Scheduled for 20–22 November 2026 in New Delhi, with the Ministry of 
Culture and Ministry of External Affairs involved in its organisation. 

5.​ Participation: All 10 SCO member states have been invited; Pakistan’s attendance had 
not been confirmed at the time of reporting. 

3. Why Is Pakistan’s Invitation Significant? 

1.​ Multilateral diplomacy: India continues engaging with Pakistan within the SCO 
framework despite strained bilateral relations. 

2.​ Institutional engagement: The invitation supports participation by SCO member states 
in a forum hosted by India. 

3.​ Cultural diplomacy: The forum offers an opportunity for cultural exchange without 
requiring political disputes to be resolved first. 

4.​ Diplomatic significance: If Pakistan’s minister attends, it would mark the first visit by a 
Pakistani minister to India since the SCO Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Goa in May 
2023. 

5.​ Limits of engagement: The invitation does not, by itself, indicate improved bilateral 
relations, a change in India’s position on terrorism, or the resumption of formal 
India–Pakistan dialogue. 

 





2. BRICS Forum Raises Concern over 
Hostilities in West Asia 
Source: The Hindu​
GS Paper II: International Relations 

Context: The 12th BRICS Parliamentary Forum, chaired by Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, 
expressed concern over escalating hostilities in West Asia and called for restraint, respect for 
international law and a peaceful resolution of conflicts. 

1. Key Outcomes of the BRICS Parliamentary Forum 

1.​ West Asian Conflict: Expressed deep concern over escalating tensions and called on 
all parties to exercise maximum restraint. 

2.​ Unilateral Sanctions: Opposed unilateral coercive measures and economic sanctions 
considered contrary to international law. 

3.​ Israel–Palestine Conflict: Reaffirmed support for a two-state solution, with Israel and 
Palestine coexisting peacefully and securely. 

4.​ Palestinian Statehood: Supported the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination 
and an independent, sovereign state, consistent with United Nations resolutions. 

5.​ Terrorism: Condemned the 22 April 2025 terrorist attack in Pahalgam, Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

2. Significance for India and BRICS 

1.​ Multilateral Diplomacy: BRICS provides a platform for member countries to express 
collective concerns about international conflicts. 

2.​ International Law: Emphasises respect for the United Nations Charter and opposition to 
unlawful coercive measures. 

3.​ Peaceful Resolution: Supports dialogue, restraint and diplomatic efforts to prevent 
further escalation in West Asia. 

4.​ Palestinian Question: Reiterates support for a two-state solution in accordance with 
international law and relevant United Nations resolutions. 

5.​ Regional Security: The declaration also reflects concern about attacks involving Iran 
and the security of BRICS member states, without explicitly naming every party involved. 



 

3. New Delhi’s ‘Balancing Act’ Risks 
Eroding Russia’s Trust 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS Paper II: International Relations 

Context: India’s positions at the 2026 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) and BRICS 
summits have raised questions about its strategic autonomy and the future of its longstanding 
partnership with Russia. 

1. India’s Changing Diplomatic Position 



1.​ Iran: India endorsed the Bishkek Declaration, condemning attacks on Iran and 
reaffirming its sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

2.​ Ukraine: Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged Russian President Vladimir Putin to end 
the war, signalling India’s concern over the prolonged conflict. 

3.​ Palestine: India reaffirmed Palestinian rights and support for a two-state solution, while 
the editorial highlights differences in India’s diplomatic approach towards conflicts 
involving Israel, Iran and Russia. 

4.​ Multilateral diplomacy: India seeks to maintain its influence in Western and 
non-Western forums, including the SCO and BRICS, while strengthening ties with the 
United States and Europe. 

5.​ Diplomatic balancing: The editorial suggests that India’s positions helped secure 
high-level participation at the BRICS summit while managing competing international 
expectations. 

2. Why Is India’s Balancing Act Becoming Difficult? 

1.​ Risk of Russian mistrust: Moscow may interpret India’s public criticism of the Ukraine 
war as an attempt to accommodate Western expectations. 

2.​ Perceived inconsistency: Different approaches to conflicts in Ukraine, Iran and Gaza 
may raise questions about the consistency of India’s foreign policy principles. 

3.​ Russia–China partnership: Moscow’s growing closeness to Beijing could complicate 
India’s strategic interests. 

4.​ Pakistan’s diplomatic visibility: The editorial notes Pakistan’s role in mediation efforts 
related to Iran, raising concerns about India’s relative diplomatic position. 

5.​ Limits of performative diplomacy: Public statements designed to reassure different 
partners may undermine credibility if they are perceived as selective or inconsistent. 

3. Why Does Russia Remain Important for India? 

1.​ Defence: Russia remains an important source of military equipment, spare parts and 
maintenance support. 

2.​ Energy security: Russian oil contributes to India’s energy supplies and offers 
opportunities for competitive procurement. 

3.​ Strategic cooperation: Bilateral ties cover defence, nuclear energy, space and 
multilateral engagement. 

4.​ Multipolarity: India seeks an international order in which power is not concentrated in a 
single country or bloc. 

5.​ China factor: Maintaining relations with Moscow remains relevant as Russia’s 
partnership with China deepens, although this growing alignment also creates 
challenges for India. 

4. Way Forward 



1.​ Consistent principles: Base foreign policy on sovereignty, territorial integrity, 
international law and peaceful resolution of disputes. 

2.​ Sustained dialogue: Address disagreements with Russia through regular diplomatic 
engagement while communicating India’s independent position clearly. 

3.​ Diversified partnerships: Strengthen ties with Russia, the United States, Europe and 
other partners without aligning exclusively with any bloc. 

4.​ Reduce strategic dependencies: Expand domestic defence manufacturing and 
diversify energy supplies gradually, while maintaining existing partnerships. 

5.​ Pragmatic cooperation: Deepen India–Russia cooperation in defence, energy, 
technology and connectivity while acknowledging differences on global conflicts. 

5. Key Takeaway 

India’s strategic autonomy depends not merely on maintaining relations with competing powers, 
but on pursuing a consistent, credible and interest-based foreign policy. A balancing 
strategy risks eroding Russia’s trust when India’s positions appear selective or driven by 
external pressure. India must therefore reconcile its partnerships through principled diplomacy, 
strategic diversification and clear communication. 



 





4. Very Severe Cyclonic Storm Arnab 
Source: The Hindu 

GS Paper I: Geography | GS Paper III: Disaster Management 

Context 

Very Severe Cyclonic Storm Arnab moved over the west-central Bay of Bengal towards the 
Andhra Pradesh coast. The India Meteorological Department (IMD) forecast landfall between 
Bapatla and Visakhapatnam, close to Yanam, on the morning of 28 October 2026. 

1. Basics of Cyclones 

A tropical cyclone is an intense low-pressure system that develops over warm ocean waters, 
bringing strong winds, heavy rainfall and thunderstorms. 

Conditions for Formation 

1.​ Warm ocean water: Provides heat and moisture. 
2.​ Low-pressure development: Warm, moist air rises, drawing more air towards the 

centre. 
3.​ Condensation: Releases latent heat, strengthening the storm. 
4.​ Coriolis force: Earth’s rotation causes the system to rotate. 
5.​ Low vertical wind shear: Helps the cyclone maintain its structure and intensify. 

2. Structure of a Cyclone 

1.​ Eye: The central region, usually relatively calm, with lighter winds. 
2.​ Eyewall: The ring of intense thunderstorms surrounding the eye; it generally 

experiences the strongest winds and heaviest rainfall. 
3.​ Rainbands: Spiral bands of clouds and thunderstorms extending outward, bringing 

heavy rain and gusty winds. 

3. Categories of Cyclones in India 

The India Meteorological Department classifies cyclonic storms according to maximum 
sustained wind speed: 

1.​ Cyclonic Storm: 62–88 km/h 
2.​ Severe Cyclonic Storm: 89–117 km/h 
3.​ Very Severe Cyclonic Storm: 118–167 km/h 
4.​ Extremely Severe Cyclonic Storm: 168–221 km/h 
5.​ Super Cyclonic Storm: 222 km/h or above 



4. Cyclone Arnab: Key Details 

1.​ Location: West-central Bay of Bengal. 
2.​ Intensity: Very Severe Cyclonic Storm. 
3.​ Forecast wind speed: 125–135 km/h, with gusts up to 150 km/h. 
4.​ Expected landfall: Between Bapatla and Visakhapatnam, close to Yanam, on 28 

October 2026. 

5. Major Impacts 

1.​ Strong winds: Damage to houses, power lines and communication networks. 
2.​ Heavy rainfall: Flooding and waterlogging. 
3.​ Storm surge: Seawater inundation in low-lying coastal areas. 
4.​ Economic losses: Damage to agriculture, fisheries, transport and livelihoods. 



 

5. InvITs Look at a Bigger Share of India’s 
Vast Household Savings 
Source: The Hindu​
 GS Paper III: Indian Economy and Infrastructure Financing 



Context: Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InvITs) are attracting more investors, offering a way 
to channel domestic savings into income-generating infrastructure assets such as highways and 
power transmission networks. 

1. Basics of Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InvITs) 

1.​ Meaning: An InvIT is an investment vehicle that pools money from investors to invest in 
income-generating infrastructure assets. 

2.​ How it works: Investors purchase units in an InvIT, which owns infrastructure assets 
and distributes income earned from them. 

3.​ Example: A highway generates revenue through toll collection. An InvIT can own the 
highway, collect the revenue and distribute a portion of the income to its unit holders. 

4.​ Investor benefit: Individuals can invest in infrastructure without directly purchasing or 
managing a highway or power transmission network. 

5.​ Developer benefit: Developers can monetise operational assets, release capital and 
use the funds to build new infrastructure. 

2. Key Developments in India 

1.​ Investor Base: Investors in listed InvITs reached 6.53 lakh in the first quarter of FY 
2026–27. 

2.​ Assets Under Management (AUM): Increased to ₹7.3 lakh crore, according to the 
Bharat InvITs Association. 

3.​ Quarterly Distributions: Unit holders received ₹5,923 crore during the quarter. 
4.​ Cumulative Payouts: Distributions since the sector’s inception exceeded ₹97,000 

crore. 
5.​ Growing Relevance: InvITs can help meet India’s infrastructure financing requirements 

by connecting domestic savings with operational infrastructure assets. 

3. Significance for India 

1.​ Mobilising Household Savings: Channels domestic savings into productive 
infrastructure investment. 

2.​ Infrastructure Financing: Supplements government expenditure and foreign 
investment. 

3.​ Institutional Investment: Enables savings managed by mutual funds, insurance 
companies and pension funds to contribute to infrastructure development. 

4.​ Capital Recycling: Allows developers to unlock funds from completed assets and 
reinvest them in new projects. 

5.​ Financial Market Development: Broadens investment opportunities and public 
participation in infrastructure financing. 



 



6. Project GIB: Conservation Challenges 
and the Next Release 
Source: The Indian Express​
 GS Paper III: Environment and Biodiversity 

Context: Under Project Great Indian Bustard (GIB), four captive-bred birds were released in 
Rajasthan’s Desert National Park in October 2026. One was subsequently found dead near a 
desert fox den, highlighting the challenges of reintroducing captive-bred birds into the wild. 

1. Great Indian Bustard (GIB) 

1.​ Scientific Name: Ardeotis nigriceps. 
2.​ Habitat: Arid grasslands and semi-arid landscapes, particularly in Rajasthan and 

Gujarat. 
3.​ Conservation Status: Critically Endangered on the International Union for Conservation 

of Nature (IUCN) Red List. 
4.​ Major Threats: Habitat loss, power-line collisions, predation and disturbance of breeding 

sites. 

2. Desert National Park 

1.​ Location: Jaisalmer and Barmer districts, Rajasthan. 
2.​ Ecosystem: Thar Desert, comprising sand dunes, rocky terrain and arid grasslands. 
3.​ Significance: A key habitat for the Great Indian Bustard and other desert wildlife. 
4.​ Conservation Role: Protects fragile desert ecosystems and threatened grassland 

species. 

3. Project GIB: Progress and Challenges 

1.​ Captive Breeding: Birds are bred in protected facilities before being released into 
suitable habitats. 

2.​ Recent Progress: The report records 24 live chicks in 2025 and 29 in 2026 through 
captive breeding. 

3.​ Predation: Desert foxes, feral cats, dogs and raptors threaten released birds. 
4.​ Habitat and Infrastructure: Grassland degradation and overhead power lines remain 

major threats. 
5.​ Reintroduction Challenge: Captive-bred birds must adapt to natural conditions and 

develop survival skills. 

4. Way Forward 



1.​ Restore grasslands and protect nesting sites. 
2.​ Monitor released birds and improve release strategies using survival data. 
3.​ Reduce power-line collisions through appropriate mitigation measures. 
4.​ Strengthen scientific monitoring and coordination among conservation authorities. 
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7. Risks of Food Colouring as Uttar 
Pradesh Steps Up Scrutiny 
Source: The Indian Express​
 GS Paper II: Governance | GS Paper III: Science and Technology, Health 

Context: Uttar Pradesh’s Food Safety and Drug Administration has tightened scrutiny of food 
colouring after non-food-grade industrial dyes were detected in chutney. New guidelines specify 
permitted colours, prohibited dyes and requirements for food vendors. 

1. Food Colouring: Key Concerns 

1.​ Commonly Affected Foods: Red and green chutneys, cotton candy, ice lollies, tandoori 
chicken, kebabs, sweets and fried foods. 

2.​ Prohibited Dye: Rhodamine-B, an industrial dye used in textiles and paper, cannot be 
used as a substitute for food-grade colour. 

3.​ Other Prohibited Dyes: Metanil Yellow, Butter Yellow, Malachite Green, Auramine, 
Orange II and Sudan dyes. 

4.​ Safer Alternatives: Tomatoes, beetroot, coriander, Kashmiri red chilli and deगी mirch 
can provide natural colour and flavour. 

5.​ Regulatory Requirements: Artificial colours may be used only in permitted food 
categories and within prescribed limits under the Food Safety and Standards 
Regulations, 2011. 

2. Health Risks of Artificial and Industrial Dyes 

1.​ Rhodamine-B: Prolonged exposure may cause serious health risks, including potential 
liver damage and cancer. 

2.​ Metanil Yellow and Other Industrial Dyes: Their consumption can pose health risks 
depending on the substance and level of exposure. 

3.​ Tartrazine: A synthetic yellow food colour associated with allergic reactions in some 
people. 

4.​ Carmoisine: A red food colour that may trigger hypersensitivity reactions, including 
hives and breathing difficulties. 

5.​ Food Adulteration: Industrial dyes may be used to make foods appear brighter or 
fresher, misleading consumers about quality. 

3. Legal and Regulatory Framework 

1.​ Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006: Provides the legal framework for regulating 
food safety and punishing violations involving unsafe or misbranded food. 



2.​ FSSAI Regulations, 2011: Specify which food colours are permitted, the categories in 
which they may be used and applicable limits. 

3.​ Penalties: According to the report, violations may attract fines of up to ₹3 lakh and 
imprisonment of up to six months, depending on the offence. 

4.​ State-Level Enforcement: Uttar Pradesh’s Food Safety and Drug Administration has 
issued guidelines for vendors on the use and measurement of food colours. 

4. Way Forward 

1.​ Strengthen food sampling, laboratory testing and inspections of street vendors. 
2.​ Raise consumer awareness about unsafe dyes and food adulteration. 
3.​ Encourage the use of natural colouring ingredients and permitted food-grade colours. 
4.​ Ensure transparent labelling and strict compliance with food-safety standards. 
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