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1. Quad Summit Likely in Manila 
Source: The Indian Express, 12 November 2026​
 GS Paper II – International Relations 

Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Manila on 16–17 November 2026 to attend the 
23rd ASEAN–India Summit and 21st East Asia Summit. A Quad leaders’ meeting is expected 
on the sidelines, although it has not been officially confirmed. 

1. Understanding the Quad 

1.​ Members: India, USA, Japan and Australia. 
2.​ Revived in 2017 to promote a free, open, inclusive and rules-based Indo-Pacific. 
3.​ An informal strategic partnership, not a military alliance or collective defence 

arrangement. 
4.​ Cooperation includes maritime security, critical technologies, infrastructure, health, cyber 

security and disaster response. 

2. Significance for India 

1.​ Strategic balance: Provides a platform to address China’s growing influence in the 
Indo-Pacific. 

2.​ Maritime security: Promotes freedom of navigation, maritime domain awareness and 
secure sea lanes. 

3.​ Economic resilience: Strengthens cooperation in critical minerals, semiconductors, 
clean energy and resilient supply chains. 

4.​ Regional influence: Deepens India’s engagement with Southeast Asia and 
complements its Act East Policy. 

5.​ Capacity-building: Supports smaller Indo-Pacific countries through infrastructure, 
technology and disaster-response cooperation. 

6.​ Strategic autonomy: Enables India to cooperate with major powers without entering a 
formal military alliance. 

3. Major Challenges 

1.​ Divergent priorities: Members have different threat perceptions and approaches 
towards China. 

2.​ US policy uncertainty: Shifts in American foreign policy can affect the continuity and 
credibility of the grouping. 

3.​ China’s opposition: Beijing views the Quad as a containment strategy, potentially 
increasing regional tensions. 

4.​ Weak institutionalisation: Absence of a treaty, permanent secretariat and binding 
commitments limits coordinated action. 



5.​ Strategic autonomy: India’s independent foreign policy and relations with Russia may 
constrain deeper alignment. 

6.​ ASEAN sensitivities: The perception of bloc politics or militarisation may undermine 
ASEAN centrality. 

7.​ Implementation gap: Announced initiatives need sustained funding, coordination and 
measurable outcomes. 

4. Way Forward 

1.​ Outcome-oriented cooperation: Focus on practical projects in maritime security, 
technology, infrastructure and disaster management. 

2.​ Consensus-based approach: Respect the different strategic interests of all four 
members. 

3.​ Strengthen ASEAN centrality: Complement ASEAN-led regional institutions and 
maintain an inclusive Indo-Pacific. 

4.​ Improve coordination: Strengthen information-sharing, working-level mechanisms and 
follow-up on commitments. 

5.​ Avoid military bloc politics: Position the Quad as a provider of regional public goods 
rather than an anti-China alliance. 

5. UPSC Mains PYQ Linkages – GS II 

2026 | 10 Marks | 150 Words 

“IPMDA (Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime Domain Awareness) bridges the gap between 
India’s SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) vision and the Quad’s collective 
Indo-Pacific strategy.” Make a critical assessment of the statement focusing on IPMDA. 

2020 | 15 Marks | 250 Words 

“Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is transforming itself into a trade bloc from a military 
alliance, in present times – Discuss.” 







 

2. Retail Inflation Crosses RBI’s Upper 
Tolerance Limit 
Source: The Indian Express, 12 November 2026​
 GS Paper III – Indian Economy 

Context: Retail inflation rose to 6.09% in October 2026, crossing the RBI’s upper tolerance 
limit of 6%. 

1. CPI Inflation: Meaning, Measurement and Recent Trend 

1.​ Meaning: Retail inflation refers to the rise in prices of goods and services purchased by 
households, reducing their purchasing power. 

2.​ Measurement: The Consumer Price Index (CPI), compiled by the National Statistical 
Office (NSO), MoSPI, tracks changes in the prices of a weighted basket of household 
consumption. 

3.​ New CPI Base Year: Revised from 2012 to 2024 (2024=100) in February 2026, 
reflecting changing consumption patterns.​
 

○​ Consumption weights now use the Household Consumption Expenditure Survey 
(HCES), 2023–24. 

○​ Basket expanded from 299 to 358 items (goods: 259 to 308; services: 40 to 50). 
○​ Wider coverage of rural and urban markets, including online markets. 
○​ Improved price collection and calculation methodology. 

4.​ October 2026 trend:​
 

○​ Retail inflation: 5.54% (September) → 6.09% (October). 
○​ Food inflation: 7.74% → 8.94%. 
○​ Rural inflation: 6.63%; Urban inflation: 5.41%. 
○​ Major price rises: Onion (116.22%), garlic (60.74%), ginger (48.32%) and lemon 

(47.30%). 

CPI vs WPI 

Basis CPI WPI 



Measures Retail prices Wholesale prices 

Coverage Goods and services Goods only 

Price stage Consumer level Wholesale level 

Published by NSO, MoSPI Office of Economic Adviser, 
DPIIT 

Main use Retail inflation and RBI 
policy 

Wholesale price 
movements 

2. Five Reasons Behind Rising Inflation 

1.​ Food supply disruptions: Adverse weather, deficient rainfall and lower agricultural 
output. 

2.​ Vegetable price volatility: Seasonal shortages and inadequate storage of perishable 
commodities. 

3.​ Higher input costs: Rising fuel, transportation and production expenses. 
4.​ Global factors: Geopolitical tensions and international crude oil price volatility. 
5.​ Supply-chain constraints: Inefficient storage, transportation and distribution increase 

consumer prices. 

3. Economic Implications 

1.​ Purchasing power: Reduces real income, particularly among low-income households. 
2.​ Savings: Erodes the real value of household savings. 
3.​ Investment: Higher interest rates increase borrowing costs and may discourage private 

investment. 
4.​ Fiscal burden: Raises government expenditure on food and fertiliser subsidies. 
5.​ Economic growth: Weakens consumption and creates a growth–inflation trade-off. 

4. RBI’s Response and Way Forward 

1.​ Monetary policy: The six-member Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) can adjust the 
repo rate to contain persistent inflation while balancing economic growth. 



2.​ Liquidity management: RBI can absorb excess liquidity to moderate inflationary 
pressures. 

3.​ Supply-side intervention: Government action through buffer-stock releases, timely 
imports and efficient food distribution can control food inflation. 

4.​ Long-term resilience: Improve agricultural productivity, irrigation, storage and energy 
diversification. 

Reported RBI action: The newspaper reports a 25-basis-point repo rate hike to 5.5% in 
October 2026. 

 



3. Government Considers Special 
Parliament Session for Delimitation Bill 
Source: The Hindu, 12 November 2026​
 GS Paper II – Indian Polity 

Context: Following the defeat of the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026, in the Lok 
Sabha, the Centre is considering a special parliamentary session to revive the proposed 
delimitation and women’s reservation framework. 

1. Special Session of Parliament: Key Constitutional Provisions 

1.​ Meaning: A special session is convened to discuss specific or urgent legislative and 
national matters outside the usual parliamentary calendar. 

2.​ Who convenes it? The President summons Parliament under Article 85, on the advice 
of the Union Council of Ministers. 

3.​ Who can request it? The government initiates the proposal. Opposition parties can 
demand a session, but cannot independently summon Parliament. 

4.​ No separate procedure: A special session follows the same constitutional rules for 
debates, voting and passage of Bills as an ordinary session. 

5.​ Important distinction: Adjournment sine die ends a sitting without fixing the next date; 
prorogation formally terminates a session. 

Recent precedent – September 2023: Parliament held a special session from 18–22 
September. It marked the transition to the new Parliament building and passed the Women’s 
Reservation Bill, 2023 (106th Constitutional Amendment). 

2. What Happened to the 131st Constitutional Amendment Bill? 

1.​ On 16 April 2026, the government introduced three linked Bills:​
 

○​ Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026. 
○​ Delimitation Bill, 2026. 
○​ Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026. 

2.​ Objective: Expand Lok Sabha strength up to 850 seats, advance delimitation using the 
2011 Census and facilitate 33% women’s reservation. 

3.​ Defeat: On 17 April 2026, the Constitutional Amendment Bill received 298 votes in 
favour and 230 against, failing to secure the required special majority. 

4.​ Following its defeat, the government did not proceed with the two dependent Bills. 

Why did it fail? Opposition parties supported women’s reservation in principle but raised 
objections to linking it with delimitation and the proposed redistribution of parliamentary seats. 



3. Major Challenges 

1.​ North–South representation: Population-based delimitation may increase the relative 
representation of States with higher population growth, creating concerns for southern 
States. 

2.​ Federal balance: States that successfully implemented population-control measures 
fear losing their relative political influence. 

3.​ Census controversy: Using the 2011 Census instead of waiting for the ongoing Census 
exercise raises questions about fairness and updated representation. 

4.​ Women’s reservation: Linking its implementation to delimitation may delay the actual 
political representation of women. 

5.​ Political consensus: A major constitutional change requires broader agreement among 
political parties and States. 

4. Way Forward 

1.​ Build consensus: Consult all States and political parties before finalising the 
delimitation framework. 

2.​ Ensure fairness: Balance population-based representation with the achievements of 
States in population stabilisation. 

3.​ Transparent criteria: Clearly specify the Census basis and seat-allocation formula. 
4.​ Parliamentary scrutiny: Allow adequate debate and examination of the proposed Bills. 
5.​ Timely reservation: Ensure that delimitation does not become an indefinite obstacle to 

women’s representation. 



 



 

4. Taiwan Reunification Must Happen, 
Says Xi Jinping 
Source: Reuters, 12 November 2026​
 GS Paper II – International Relations 

Context: Chinese President Xi Jinping reiterated that Taiwan’s reunification with mainland 
China is a historical mission, while expressing willingness to pursue it peacefully. Taiwan 
continues to reject Beijing’s sovereignty claim. 

1. Historical Evolution: How Did China and Taiwan Separate? 

1.​ 1911 Revolution: Ended imperial rule in China under the Qing dynasty. 
2.​ 1912: The Republic of China (ROC) was established under the leadership of Sun 

Yat-sen. 
3.​ Japanese rule: Taiwan was ceded to Japan in 1895 and remained under Japanese 

colonial rule until 1945. 
4.​ Chinese Civil War: The Communist Party, led by Mao Zedong, fought the Nationalist 

Kuomintang (KMT), led by Chiang Kai-shek. 



5.​ 1949 – Division of China:​
 

○​ People’s Republic of China (PRC): Established by the Communists on 
mainland China on 1 October 1949. 

○​ Republic of China (ROC): The defeated Nationalist government relocated to 
Taiwan in 1949 and continued governing the island. 

6.​ Since 1949, mainland China and Taiwan have remained under separate governments. 

2. Understanding the Taiwan Issue 

1.​ China’s position: Taiwan is an integral part of China and reunification is a national 
objective. 

2.​ Taiwan’s position: Its democratically elected government rejects Beijing’s claim of 
sovereignty and maintains separate governance. 

3.​ One-China Principle: Beijing maintains that there is only one China and Taiwan is part 
of it. 

4.​ One Country, Two Systems: China’s proposed model offers Taiwan autonomy under 
Chinese sovereignty; it is rejected by major Taiwanese political parties. 

3. Strategic Importance of Taiwan 

1.​ Geopolitical location: Lies along the First Island Chain, a strategically important 
maritime zone in the western Pacific. 

2.​ Semiconductor hub: Taiwan is a major global producer of advanced semiconductors, 
essential for electronics, automobiles and artificial intelligence. 

3.​ Maritime trade: Located near important shipping routes connecting the East and South 
China Seas with the Pacific. 

4.​ US–China rivalry: Taiwan remains a major strategic flashpoint between the two powers. 

4. Major Challenges and Global Implications 

1.​ Military tensions: Chinese military activity around Taiwan increases the risk of conflict. 
2.​ US–China rivalry: American security support and arms sales to Taiwan are strongly 

opposed by Beijing. 
3.​ Global economic disruption: Conflict could disrupt semiconductor supplies, 

international trade and technology industries. 
4.​ Regional security: Japan, the Philippines and other Indo-Pacific countries could face 

wider security consequences. 
5.​ Political differences: Competing sovereignty claims and Taiwan’s democratic 

aspirations make a peaceful settlement difficult. 

5. Way Forward 



1.​ Peaceful dialogue: Resolve differences through diplomatic engagement rather than 
military confrontation. 

2.​ Maintain stability: Avoid unilateral actions that could disturb the status quo across the 
Taiwan Strait. 

3.​ Regional cooperation: Strengthen Indo-Pacific diplomatic mechanisms to reduce 
tensions and military miscalculations. 

4.​ Economic resilience: Diversify semiconductor and technology supply chains to reduce 
excessive dependence on Taiwan. 

6. India’s Stand on Taiwan 

1.​ Diplomatic position: India does not maintain formal diplomatic relations with Taiwan 
and recognises the People’s Republic of China. 

2.​ Pragmatic engagement: India maintains economic, technological, educational and 
cultural cooperation with Taiwan. 

3.​ Institutional links: India established the India-Taipei Association in 1995; Taiwan 
established its Taipei Economic and Cultural Centre in New Delhi. 

4.​ Peace and stability: India supports peaceful resolution of differences and stability in the 
Taiwan Strait. 

5.​ Strategic interests: Stability is important for India’s trade, semiconductor supply chains 
and wider Indo-Pacific interests. 





5. India–Bangladesh Talks Postponed 
Amid Sheikh Hasina Dispute 
Source: The Hindu, 12 November 2026​
 GS Paper II – International Relations 

Context: The fifth India–Bangladesh consular dialogue, scheduled for 17–18 November 2026 in 
Dhaka, has been postponed amid strained bilateral relations and tensions surrounding former 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. 

1. Recent Developments 

1.​ 5 August 2024: Sheikh Hasina left Bangladesh following student-led protests and took 
refuge in India. 

2.​ 9 November 2026: Her legal representatives requested a new Bangladeshi passport 
and National Identity Card (NID). 

3.​ Hasina expressed her intention to return to Bangladesh in December 2026. 
4.​ Bangladesh’s Acting Foreign Minister, Humayun Kabir, rejected the passport request and 

indicated that Dhaka would seek her extradition. 
5.​ The proposed consular dialogue would have been the first since May 2024. Its agenda 

included border management, visa procedures and repatriation of detained citizens. 

2. Major Issues in India–Bangladesh Relations 

1.​ Sheikh Hasina’s extradition: Bangladesh seeks her return under the bilateral 
extradition treaty, creating a diplomatic and legal challenge for India. 

2.​ Border management: Illegal migration, border killings and alleged push-ins remain 
contentious. 

3.​ Visa restrictions: Disruptions affect medical treatment, education, tourism and business 
travel. 

4.​ Water sharing: The Teesta dispute and implementation of the Ganga Water Treaty 
remain important concerns. 

5.​ Trade and connectivity: Political tensions threaten cross-border trade, transit and 
regional connectivity. 

3. Strategic Significance for India 

1.​ Border security: Bangladesh shares an approximately 4,096-km border with India. 
2.​ North-East connectivity: Transit through Bangladesh provides important access to 

India’s northeastern States. 
3.​ Regional security: Cooperation helps address insurgency, trafficking and cross-border 

crime. 



4.​ Economic interests: Bangladesh is an important trade and connectivity partner. 
5.​ Regional influence: Stable relations support India’s Neighbourhood First and Act East 

policies. 

4. Major Challenges 

1.​ Trust deficit: Political developments and the Hasina issue have weakened mutual 
confidence. 

2.​ Domestic political sensitivities: Extradition and sovereignty concerns create pressure 
on both governments. 

3.​ External influence: Bangladesh’s expanding engagement with China and Pakistan 
adds strategic complexity. 

4.​ Unresolved disputes: Border tensions, water sharing and trade restrictions hinder 
normalisation. 

5. Way Forward: Rebuilding Bilateral Trust 

1.​ Restore diplomatic engagement: Resume consular dialogue and Foreign Office 
Consultations to resolve pending issues. 

2.​ Follow legal procedures: Examine extradition requests under the 2013 
India–Bangladesh Extradition Treaty, following applicable legal safeguards. 

3.​ Cooperative border management: Strengthen joint patrols and intelligence-sharing 
between the Border Security Force (BSF) and Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB), building 
on the 2011 Coordinated Border Management Plan. 

4.​ Resolve water disputes: Revitalise the Joint Rivers Commission (1972) and pursue a 
mutually acceptable Teesta water-sharing agreement. 

5.​ Restore people-to-people ties: Facilitate medical visas, educational exchanges and 
transport links such as the Maitree Express. 

6.​ Broaden political engagement: Build relations with Bangladesh’s elected institutions 
and political stakeholders rather than relying on any single political leadership. 

India’s Approach: Bilateral relations should be guided by mutual respect, sovereignty, security 
interests and constructive engagement, irrespective of changes in political leadership. 



 

6. Should India Allow Dual 
Source: The Indian Express, 12 November 2026​
 GS Paper II – Indian Polity | Indian Diaspora 

Context: The debate over dual citizenship has resurfaced following controversies involving 
Indian-origin public figures holding foreign passports. The central question is whether India 
should reconsider its strict prohibition on dual citizenship. 

1. India’s Existing Legal Position 

1.​ Article 9: A person voluntarily acquiring foreign citizenship is not recognised as an 
Indian citizen under the Constitution. 



2.​ Citizenship Act, 1955 – Section 9: Indian citizenship terminates upon voluntary 
acquisition of foreign citizenship. 

3.​ Overseas Citizen of India (OCI): Provides specified residency, economic and cultural 
privileges but does not confer dual citizenship. 

4.​ Political restrictions: OCI cardholders cannot vote, contest elections or hold 
constitutional offices. 

5.​ Article 19: Fundamental freedoms under Article 19 are available only to Indian citizens. 

2. Why Is the Debate Important? 

1.​ Global Indian diaspora: Approximately 37 million overseas Indians contribute through 
investment, skills and cultural connections. 

2.​ Changing realities: Many Indians acquire foreign citizenship for employment, education 
and family reasons. 

3.​ Identity and belonging: Foreign citizenship does not necessarily end an individual’s 
emotional and cultural connection with India. 

4.​ Talent and investment: Dual citizenship could encourage overseas Indians to 
contribute more actively to India’s development. 

5.​ Practical difficulties: Existing restrictions may compel individuals to surrender Indian 
citizenship despite maintaining strong connections with India. 

3. Major Concerns and Challenges 

1.​ National security: Multiple citizenships may create conflicting legal obligations and 
security concerns. 

2.​ Political participation: Questions arise over voting rights and political influence. 
3.​ Conflicting loyalties: Dual obligations may create difficulties during diplomatic or 

geopolitical disputes. 
4.​ Administrative complexity: Taxation, inheritance, property and legal obligations across 

countries may become complicated. 
5.​ Constitutional implications: Extending citizenship rights requires reconsideration of 

existing constitutional and statutory provisions. 

4. Way Forward 

1.​ Calibrated reform: Examine the possibility of regulated dual citizenship without 
compromising national interests. 

2.​ Safeguards: Consider restrictions on sensitive constitutional offices and national 
security positions. 

3.​ Clear legal framework: Establish rules concerning taxation, property, inheritance and 
competing legal obligations. 

4.​ Global practices: Examine dual citizenship models followed by the USA, UK and 
Canada. 



5.​ Diaspora engagement: Facilitate investment, professional collaboration and cultural 
participation. 

Balanced Conclusion: Dual citizenship could strengthen India’s relationship with its global 
diaspora, attract talent and investment, and recognise evolving identities. However, national 
security, political accountability and constitutional interests must remain protected. India should 
consider a calibrated, safeguard-based framework that balances diaspora engagement with 
national sovereignty. 

 



7. The Personal Is Geopolitical: 
Technology and National Security 
Author: Harsh V. Pant​
 GS Paper II – International Relations | GS III – Science & Technology and Internal 
Security 

Context: The controversy surrounding NVIDIA CEO Jensen Huang and concerns over possible 
Chinese intelligence links involving technology executives highlight how US–China 
technological rivalry now extends beyond companies and semiconductors to individuals, 
corporate networks and access to sensitive information. 

1. Understanding the Geopolitical Issue 

1.​ Technology as strategic power: Semiconductors, Artificial Intelligence (AI), cloud 
computing and data infrastructure are critical to economic and military strength. 

2.​ US–China rivalry: US restrictions on advanced semiconductor exports aim to limit 
China’s access to high-performance computing and sensitive technologies. 

3.​ Corporate–security overlap: Technology executives, employees, investors and 
commercial partnerships may provide access to strategically sensitive information. 

4.​ Grey-zone threats: Intelligence risks can emerge through recruitment, investments, 
business networks and technology transfers, beyond conventional espionage. 

2. Strategic Implications for India 

1.​ Technological dependence: Reliance on foreign semiconductors, AI systems and 
cloud infrastructure creates strategic vulnerabilities. 

2.​ National security: Foreign access to sensitive data, research and critical infrastructure 
can create intelligence risks. 

3.​ Semiconductor ambitions: India’s ambition to become a semiconductor and AI hub 
requires secure domestic capabilities. 

4.​ Global positioning: India must attract foreign investment and technology while 
protecting its strategic interests. 

3. Major Challenges 

1.​ Security vs openness: Excessive scrutiny may discourage investment, innovation and 
global talent. 

2.​ Attribution problem: Distinguishing legitimate commercial activity from intelligence 
operations is difficult. 

3.​ Supply-chain concentration: Dependence on a few countries for critical technologies 
creates vulnerabilities. 



4.​ Regulatory gaps: Cross-border corporate networks and digital infrastructure create 
security risks beyond conventional regulatory frameworks. 

4. Way Forward 

1.​ Risk-based scrutiny: Assess ownership, control, access to sensitive information and 
potential conflicts of interest rather than nationality alone. 

2.​ Technological self-reliance: Strengthen indigenous semiconductor manufacturing, AI 
research, trusted cloud infrastructure and R&D. 

3.​ Public–private coordination: Improve intelligence-sharing among government 
agencies, cybersecurity institutions and technology companies. 

4.​ Security protocols: Establish clear safeguards for foreign investment, sensitive 
projects, data access and technology transfers. 

5.​ International partnerships: Cooperate with trusted countries to diversify semiconductor 
supply chains and secure critical technologies. 

Key Insight: In the modern geopolitical order, national security is not limited to territorial 
defence. It also depends on who controls technology, who accesses sensitive information and 
how securely strategic networks operate. 
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