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1. M. John Harrison Wins the 2026 Booker Prize 

GS Paper I – Art and Culture: Literature and International Awards 

Context: British author M. John Harrison won the 2026 Booker Prize for The End 
of Everything, becoming the oldest-ever winner at the age of 81. 

1. 2026 Booker Prize: Key Highlights 

●​ Winner: M. John Harrison (United Kingdom). 
●​ Winning novel: The End of Everything – his 13th novel. 
●​ Genre: Dystopian satire with science-fiction elements. 
●​ Theme: A post-apocalyptic Britain facing societal collapse and mysterious 

alien entities. 
●​ Prize money: £50,000 (approximately US$67,000) 



2. About the Booker Prize 

●​ Established: 1969; first awarded to P. H. Newby for Something to Answer 
For. 

●​ Recognises outstanding fiction originally written in English and published in 
the UK or Ireland. 

●​ Open to authors of any nationality. 

3. Indian and Indian-Origin Booker Prize Winners 

Year Author Winning Book 

1971 V. S. Naipaul In a Free State 

1981 Salman Rushdie Midnight’s Children 

1997 Arundhati Roy The God of Small 
Things 

2006 Kiran Desai The Inheritance of Loss 

2008 Aravind Adiga The White Tiger 

 

4. Difference Between the Two Awards 

Basis Booker Prize International Booker 
Prize 



Original language English Any language 

Work recognised Original 
English-language fiction 

Fiction translated into 
English 

Prize recipient Author Author and translator 
jointly 

Indian example The White Tiger – 
Aravind Adiga 

Tomb of Sand – 
Geetanjali Shree 

Remember: The Booker Prize celebrates original English fiction, whereas the 
International Booker Prize celebrates translated literature. 

 

2. India Reaches 100 Chess Grandmasters: Challenges Begin After the Title 



GS Paper II – Governance and Social Sector: Sports Development 

Context: India reached the milestone of 100 chess Grandmasters, 38 years after 
Viswanathan Anand became the country’s first Grandmaster in 1988. 

1. India’s 100th Grandmaster 

●​ Player: Anuj Shrivatri, aged 22, from Madhya Pradesh. 
●​ Achievement: Won the 7th ASEAN Plus Individual Open Chess Championship 

in the Philippines. 
●​ Significance: India became home to 100 Grandmasters. 
●​ First Indian Grandmaster: Viswanathan Anand (1988). 

2. Understanding the Grandmaster Title 

●​ Awarded by the International Chess Federation (FIDE). 
●​ It is the highest standard lifetime title in chess. 
●​ Normally requires a rating of at least 2,500 and three Grandmaster norms, 

subject to FIDE regulations. 
●​ Super Grandmasters: Players with ratings above 2,700, who are more likely to 

receive invitations to elite international tournaments. 

3. Challenges After Becoming a Grandmaster 

1.​ Financial constraints: Travelling to international tournaments, accommodation 
and participation fees can be expensive. 

2.​ Limited sponsorship: Winning the title does not automatically attract sponsors 
or financial support. 

3.​ Competitive pressure: Players must improve their ratings and performance to 
qualify for elite tournaments. 

4.​ Unequal opportunities: Access to invitations and high-level competitions 
remains limited for many players. 



 

 

 

3. Russia–Ukraine War: Key Developments and India’s Position 

GS Paper II – International Relations 

Context: The Russia–Ukraine war, which began in its present phase in February 2022, 
continues to affect European security, global food and energy markets, and maritime 
trade. 

1. Background and Territorial Dimension 

1.​ 2014: Russia annexed Crimea, while conflict emerged in the Donbas region of 
eastern Ukraine. 

2.​ February 2022: Russia launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 
3.​ Territorial control: Russia occupies approximately 19–20% of Ukraine, including 

Crimea and parts of eastern and southern Ukraine. 
4.​ Annexation claims: Russia declared Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and 

Kherson part of its territory in 2022. These claims are internationally 
unrecognised, and Russia does not control all four regions. 

2. Important Geographical Locations 



Location Strategic significance 

Crimea Russian naval presence in the Black 
Sea 

Donbas Industrial region and major conflict zone 

Mariupol Strategic port on the Sea of Azov 

Odesa Crucial Ukrainian port for agricultural 
exports 

Zaporizhzhia Site of Europe’s largest nuclear power 
plant 

Dnipro River Important geographical and military 
barrier 

3. Why the Black Sea Matters 

1.​ Food security: Ukrainian ports are vital for exporting wheat, maize and other 
agricultural products. 

2.​ Maritime trade: Disruption threatens commercial shipping and increases 
transportation and insurance costs. 

3.​ Military significance: Crimea provides Russia with an important strategic 
position in the Black Sea. 

4.​ Global impact: Disruptions affect food prices, energy supplies and international 
supply chains. 



4. Current Status and Peace Efforts 

●​ Diplomatic engagement: Trilateral negotiations involving Russia, Ukraine and 
the United States resumed in Abu Dhabi on 10–11 November 2026. 

●​ Major disagreements: Territorial control, Ukraine’s security guarantees, its 
future relationship with NATO and the conditions for a ceasefire. 

●​ Continuing conflict: Military attacks and damage to critical infrastructure remain 
concerns. 

●​ Outcome: Talks have resumed, but no final peace agreement has been reached. 

5. India’s Position 

India supports dialogue and diplomacy while emphasising sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and respect for international law. 

India’s key priorities: 

1.​ De-escalation: Prevent attacks on energy infrastructure and civilian facilities. 
2.​ Maritime security: Ensure safe navigation and uninterrupted movement of 

commercial vessels in the Black Sea. 
3.​ Food and energy security: Protect global agricultural supplies and stable 

energy markets. 
4.​ Strategic autonomy: Maintain engagement with both Russia and Ukraine while 

advocating a peaceful settlement. 

India has also emphasised safe navigation through the Strait of Hormuz, reflecting its 
broader interest in protecting critical maritime trade routes. 

Conclusion 

The conflict highlights the interconnectedness of territorial security, food and energy 
supplies, and maritime trade. A durable peace requires dialogue, respect for 
sovereignty, credible security arrangements and protection of civilian infrastructure. 

 



 

4. Starlink in India: Strategic Autonomy, Technology and National Security 

GS Paper III – Science and Technology; Internal Security 

Context: Starlink’s proposed expansion in India raises questions about satellite internet 
technology, national security, data sovereignty and dependence on foreign-controlled 
digital infrastructure. 

1. Understanding Starlink and Its Technology 

1.​ What is Starlink? A satellite-based broadband internet service operated by 
SpaceX, founded by Elon Musk. 

2.​ Core technology: Uses a constellation of thousands of Low Earth Orbit (LEO) 
satellites, operating at approximately 550 km above Earth. 



3.​ How it works:​
 

○​ User terminal (satellite dish) sends and receives signals. 
○​ LEO satellites relay data between users and ground stations. 
○​ Ground gateways connect satellite networks to the terrestrial internet. 
○​ Optical inter-satellite laser links allow satellites to transfer data between 

themselves. 
4.​ Key advantage: Lower latency and wider coverage than traditional geostationary 

satellite internet. 
5.​ Applications: Remote connectivity, border areas, ships, disaster management, 

defence communications and underserved regions. 

2. Strategic and Security Concerns for India 

1.​ Data sovereignty: India must ensure domestic internet traffic and sensitive data 
remain under Indian regulatory oversight. 

2.​ Limited operational control: SpaceX retains control over its satellites, software 
and network operations, creating dependence on a foreign private company. 

3.​ National security: Unauthorised terminals or communication links could create 
risks for military operations, border security and intelligence activities. 

4.​ Regulatory enforcement: India requires domestic gateways, security monitoring 
and restrictions on routing Indian traffic through foreign gateways. However, 
independently verifying satellite traffic flows remains challenging. 

5.​ Geopolitical vulnerability: Dependence on a US-based company could expose 
essential communications to foreign policy decisions during geopolitical tensions. 

3. Global Experiences and Strategic Lessons 

1.​ Ukraine: Starlink has supported military communications and drone operations. 
Changes in service availability and restrictions have demonstrated the influence 
a private satellite operator can exercise during warfare. 

2.​ Iran: Unauthorised Starlink terminals have challenged government control over 
internet connectivity, highlighting difficulties in enforcing national regulations over 
cross-border satellite networks. 

3.​ China: Is developing its own satellite internet constellations to reduce 
dependence on foreign providers and strengthen strategic control over 
space-based communications. 

Key lesson: Satellite internet is not merely a commercial service; it is dual-use 
infrastructure with both civilian and military applications. 



4. Way Forward for India 

1.​ Strict regulation: Enforce domestic gateway, data-routing, security and lawful 
monitoring requirements. 

2.​ Indigenous capabilities: Develop Indian satellite constellations and strengthen 
domestic space manufacturing. 

3.​ Multiple providers: Encourage competition among satellite internet operators to 
avoid dependence on a single company. 

4.​ Strengthen alternatives: Expand BharatNet, optical fibre and mobile networks, 
particularly in rural and border regions. 

5.​ Strategic backup: Ensure defence forces, emergency services and critical 
infrastructure have alternative communication systems. 

Conclusion 

India must balance technological innovation and digital inclusion with national security 
and strategic autonomy. The objective should not be to restrict satellite internet, but to 
ensure that connectivity does not become a source of strategic dependence. 



 

5. Women’s Employment in India: Rising Participation, Persistent Inequality 

GS Paper I – Indian Society | GS Paper III – Indian Economy 

Context: The ICRIER report The Participation Paradox (2026) highlights a major 
contradiction in India’s labour market: more women are entering the workforce, but 
many remain concentrated in informal, low-paid and insecure jobs while continuing to 
shoulder a disproportionate burden of unpaid domestic work. 

1. Rising Participation, Limited Structural Transformation 



●​ Workforce growth: Between 2017–18 and 2025, the number of working women 
nearly doubled from 104 million to 201 million; the female Worker Population 
Ratio rose from 22% to 38%. 

●​ Concentration in agriculture: Women’s share of agricultural employment 
increased from 70.7% to 73.3%? 

●​ Informal employment: Much of the increase has come through 
self-employment, unpaid family work and micro-enterprises rather than regular 
salaried jobs. 

●​ Limited diversification: Women remain concentrated in agriculture, garments 
and textiles, with relatively limited movement into better-paid sectors. 

2. The Quality of Employment Gap 

●​ Fewer working hours: Women’s average weekly working hours declined 
between 2017 and 2025, suggesting that rising participation has not necessarily 
translated into more intensive employment. 

●​ Wage inequality: Rural women earn approximately 45% of rural men’s wages; 
the gender wage gap persists across sectors. 

●​ Occupational segregation: Women are concentrated in lower-paid and 
home-based work, while men dominate several better-remunerated occupations. 

●​ Underemployment: Increased workforce participation does not automatically 
mean access to stable, productive and adequately paid jobs. 

3. Unpaid Care Work: The Hidden Barrier 

●​ Women spend approximately 3.7 hours more per day on unpaid domestic work 
than men and nearly one hour more on caregiving. 

●​ Around 60% of women outside the labour force identify domestic and childcare 
responsibilities as a reason for not working. 

●​ This creates a double burden, where paid employment is added to, rather than 
substituted for, unpaid household responsibilities. 

4. Way Forward: From Participation to Economic Empowerment 

1.​ Care infrastructure: Expand affordable childcare, public creches and shared 
parental leave. 

2.​ Formal employment: Promote secure, regular and better-paid jobs with social 
protection. 

3.​ Economic opportunities: Improve women’s access to credit, skills, technology 
and markets, particularly through MSMEs. 

4.​ Rural diversification: Expand non-farm employment, local enterprises and 
women-led producer organisations. 



5.​ Workplace support: Ensure safe transport, suitable workplaces and accessible 
employment opportunities. 

Conclusion: India’s challenge is no longer merely to bring more women into the 
workforce, but to ensure that their participation translates into economic independence, 
decent employment and equal opportunities. Recognising unpaid care work and 
improving job quality are essential for inclusive growth and substantive gender equality. 





6. Justice Kurian Joseph Committee on Union–State Relations: 
Rebalancing Indian Federalism 

GS Paper II – Indian Constitution | Federalism | Centre–State Relations 

Context: The Tamil Nadu government’s decision in November 2026 to discontinue the 
Justice Kurian Joseph Committee, after receiving its first report, has brought the debate 
over State autonomy, Centre–State relations and institutional continuity into focus. 

1. Background: Evolution of Centre–State Relations 

India adopted a federal system with a relatively strong Union to maintain national unity, 
territorial integrity and administrative stability after Independence. However, changing 
political, economic and regional dynamics have repeatedly raised concerns about 
excessive centralisation. 

Major areas of Centre–State tensions: 

1.​ Legislative: Overlap between Union and State powers, particularly under the 
Concurrent List. 

2.​ Administrative: Governor’s discretionary powers and the use of Central 
agencies. 

3.​ Financial: States’ dependence on the Union for financial resources and 
concerns over GST-related autonomy. 

4.​ Political: Delimitation, representation of States and the balance between 
national policies and regional priorities. 

5.​ Governance: Central intervention in areas such as education, healthcare and 
local administration. 

Recent development: Tamil Nadu constituted the Justice Kurian Joseph Committee on 
15 April 2025. It submitted Part I of its report in February 2026. On 6 November 2026, 
the succeeding State government discontinued the committee, citing overlap with the 
Tamil Nadu State Law Commission, and transferred its records to the Commission. Its 
remaining work was therefore left incomplete. 

2. Constitutional and Institutional Framework 

Constitutional provision Significance 



Article 1 India as a Union of States 

Article 246 and Seventh Schedule Distribution of legislative powers 

Article 254 Repugnancy between Union and State 
laws 

Article 263 Inter-State Council 

Article 280 Finance Commission 

Article 279A GST Council 

Article 356 President’s Rule 

Important judicial principles: 

●​ S.R. Bommai v. Union of India (1994): Federalism is part of the Basic Structure 
of the Constitution. 

●​ Government of NCT of Delhi v. Union of India (2018): Emphasised 
constitutional morality, representative government and cooperative federalism. 

●​ Union of India v. Mohit Minerals (2022): GST Council recommendations have 
persuasive value and are not legally binding on Parliament and State 
legislatures. 

3. Important Committees and Commissions on 
Centre–State Relations 



Committee / Commission Major significance 

Rajamannar Committee (1969–71) Tamil Nadu initiative advocating greater 
State autonomy and review of Union 
powers 

Sarkaria Commission (1983–88) Recommended cooperative federalism, 
consultation and restrained use of 
Article 356 

Punchhi Commission (2007–10) Examined Governor’s role, emergency 
provisions and contemporary federal 
challenges 

Justice Kurian Joseph Committee 
(2025–26) 

Proposed structural and constitutional 
reforms to rebalance Union–State 
relations 

4. Major Recommendations of the Justice Kurian Joseph 
Committee 

Part I of the report proposed a broad restructuring of India’s federal framework. Its key 
recommendations include: 

A. Governor and State Autonomy 

●​ Establish time-bound procedures for Governors to act on State Bills, including a 
proposed 15-day timeline. 

●​ Appoint Governors from a panel of three names approved by the State 
Legislative Assembly. 

●​ Provide a fixed, non-renewable five-year tenure and clearer limits on 
discretionary powers. 



B. Legislative and Constitutional Reforms 

●​ Move education, including medical education, back to the State List. 
●​ Require wider State ratification for constitutional amendments, strengthening 

State participation in changes affecting the federal structure. 
●​ Restrict unilateral territorial reorganisation by requiring the consent of affected 

States or other democratic safeguards. 

C. Language Policy 

●​ Reject the imposition of a single language across India. 
●​ Protect linguistic diversity and strengthen the constitutional recognition of India’s 

languages. 
●​ Propose changes to Articles 343, 345 and related language provisions. 

D. Delimitation and Political Representation 

●​ Extend the freeze on inter-State allocation of Lok Sabha seats until 2126 or until 
fertility rates converge. 

●​ Strengthen State participation in delimitation and address concerns over unequal 
demographic transitions. 

E. Fiscal Federalism 

●​ Rebalance voting arrangements in the GST Council. 
●​ Clarify that GST Council recommendations are advisory, consistent with the 

Supreme Court’s Mohit Minerals judgment. 
●​ Give States greater flexibility in determining State GST rates within prescribed 

limits. 

F. Electoral and Institutional Reforms 

●​ Separate Union and State election administration through independent election 
institutions. 

●​ Reconsider simultaneous elections because of their potential implications for 
State-level democratic accountability. 

●​ Reform the anti-defection framework to reduce political manipulation. 

Important: These are committee proposals, not existing constitutional or legal 
provisions. Their implementation would require appropriate legislative or constitutional 
processes. 



5. Way Forward 

1.​ Cooperative federalism: Strengthen the Inter-State Council as a regular 
platform for resolving Centre–State disputes. 

2.​ Constitutional accountability: Establish clear and time-bound procedures for 
the functioning of Governors. 

3.​ Fiscal decentralisation: Improve predictability of transfers and strengthen 
States’ financial capacity. 

4.​ Democratic consultation: Involve States in decisions affecting education, 
language, delimitation and other shared subjects. 

5.​ Institutional continuity: Preserve expert research and ensure that unfinished 
work is transparently carried forward. 

Conclusion 

Indian federalism must balance a strong Union with empowered States. The Justice 
Kurian Joseph Committee’s recommendations reopen an important constitutional 
debate: national unity is strengthened not by excessive centralisation, but by trust, 
consultation and respect for regional diversity. 

 

6. UPSC Previous Year Question Linkages 

Mains – GS Paper II 

1.​ 2024: What changes has the Union Government recently introduced in the 
domain of Centre–State relations? Suggest measures to build trust between the 
Centre and States and strengthen federalism. 

2.​ 2013: Though the federal principle is dominant in our Constitution and that 
principle is one of its basic features, it is equally true that federalism under the 
Indian Constitution leans in favour of a strong Centre. Discuss. 

Prelims – Relevant PYQs 

1.​ 2025: With reference to the Inter-State Council, National Security Council and 
Zonal Councils, how many were established under the provisions of the 
Constitution?​
 Answer: Only one – the Inter-State Council (Article 263). 

2.​ 2016: Parliament can legislate on a State List subject in the national interest 
under which constitutional provision?​



 Answer: Article 249, following a Rajya Sabha resolution passed by a two-thirds 
majority of members present and voting. 

3.​ 2004: Under which Article can Parliament legislate on State List subjects during 
a Proclamation of Emergency?​
 Answer: Article 250. 

 

7. FCRA Amendments: Transparency, Accountability and Minority Rights 

GS Paper II – Governance | Constitutional Bodies | Fundamental Rights 

Context: Proposed amendments to the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 
2010 have triggered debate over balancing financial transparency and accountability 
with the autonomy and constitutional rights of minority institutions. 

1. Background: FCRA and Proposed Changes 



●​ FCRA, 2010: Regulates the acceptance and utilisation of foreign contributions by 
individuals, associations and organisations in India. 

●​ Government’s objective: Strengthen transparency, accountability and prevent 
misuse of foreign funds. 

●​ Concerns: Civil society and minority organisations fear excessive regulation 
could restrict legitimate charitable, educational, healthcare and social-service 
activities. 

●​ The proposed amendments have been referred to a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee for further scrutiny. 

2. Institutional Accountability and Financial Transparency 

Religious and charitable organisations, including churches, operate educational 
institutions, hospitals and social-service organisations. 

Key concerns include: 

●​ Limited public access to audited financial statements and details of foreign 
funding. 

●​ Need for transparency regarding donations, grants, expenditure and 
beneficiaries. 

●​ Allegations of financial irregularities should be investigated through 
evidence-based and independent audits rather than assumptions. 

3. Minority Rights and Dalit Christians 

●​ Constitutional protection: Articles 25–30 protect religious freedom and minority 
cultural and educational rights. 

●​ Caste discrimination: The status of Dalit Christians raises concerns about 
continuing caste-based exclusion despite religious conversion. 

●​ Scheduled Caste status: The question of extending Scheduled Caste 
recognition to Christians of Dalit origin remains a matter of constitutional and 
judicial debate. 

●​ The Church’s advocacy for Dalit Christian rights also raises questions about 
whether religious institutions demonstrate comparable accountability towards 
their own marginalised members. 

4. Way Forward: Accountable Autonomy 

1.​ Proportionate regulation: Ensure FCRA compliance without unnecessarily 
restricting legitimate charitable and educational activities. 



2.​ Financial transparency: Publish audited accounts, major funding sources and 
broad expenditure details. 

3.​ Independent oversight: Use evidence-based audits and fair investigation 
procedures. 

4.​ Institutional accountability: Ensure minority organisations remain answerable 
to beneficiaries, donors and communities. 

5.​ Protection of rights: Safeguard religious freedom and minority autonomy while 
preventing financial misuse. 

Conclusion: Transparency and institutional autonomy are complementary, not 
contradictory. A democratic regulatory framework must ensure that minority institutions 
enjoy constitutional protection while maintaining accountability to the communities they 
serve. 
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